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Do you dare enter a fairy ring? The 
mythical mushroom portals of the 
supernatural 


LIZLEAFLOOR 


For thousands of years, the sudden appearance of a ring of mushrooms was a sure sign of 
otherworldly presences. These rings would seemingly appear overnight, or travel from one 
location to another, with no clear rhyme or reason. Warnings of the dark forces that must create 
these abnormalities were passed down between generations, and the folklore of fairy rings was 
established 


These fairy rings (fairy circles, elf circles or pixie rings) are a naturally occurring phenomenon. A 
fungi creates a ring or arc shape within the soil, affecting the grass in the area, and grows up 
through the greenery forming a circle of mushrooms. These rings—a lovely surprise and good 
luck to some, or a dark omen and nasty lawn problem to others—can spread from a very few 
inches or feet to 164 feet (50 meters) or more. The ring found in Belfort, France, is thought to be 
the largest ring ever found. It is approximately 2,000 feet (600 meters) in diameter, and an 
astonishing 700 years old 


Fairy rings in moss in Iceland. (Chmee2/Valtameri / CC BY 3.0 ) 


Sometimes there can be more than one ring in an area, and they will overlap, creating strange 
winding patterns in the grass. Often the grass inside the ring is dead and withered, and has a 
clearly different coloring than the grass outside 


Supernatural Creatures with Mysterious Powers 
Fairy rings have an historical, mythical reputation, as revealed by the folklore and warnings 


surrounding them around the globe, but especially in Western Europe 


BY-SA 


A mushroom ring in the woods. (Alison Chaiken, Flickr/ CC 2.0) 


Various places have their own superstitions surrounding the fairy rings, but for the most part the 
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Supernatural Creatures with Mysterious Powers 
Fairy rings have an historical mythical reputation as revealed by the folklore and warnings 


surrounding them around the globe, but especially in Western Europe 


A mushroom ring in the woods. (Alison Chaiken, Flickr/ CC 


Y-SA 2.0) 


Various places have their own superstitions surrounding the fairy rings, but for the most part the 
myths involve fairies or supernatural creatures either dancing around the ring, or have the ring 
serving as a portal between the fairy realm and our world. It was also believed that the circles 
were formed by shooting stars, lightning strikes, or were the work of witches. These beliefs 
persisted into the 19 th century, as did the warnings to not stray into a fairy circle, lest you be 
transported to the fairy realm, and certain doom 


ne Bean Nighe as Harbin 
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The rings are known throughout Europe. In tradition, they were called “sorcerers’ rings” in 
France, and “witches rings" in Germany, where they're supposedly most active 

on Walpurgisnacht, the eve of April 30, when witches were believed to meet and hold large 
celebrations coinciding with the arrival of Spring 


Images of nude and semi-nude fairies dancing in rings became popular during the Victorian era 


Public Domain 


In Scotland it was believed the fairies sit on the mushrooms and use them as tables for their 
fetes, while in Wales the story goes that the mushrooms were picked by the fairy folk and used 
as parasols or umbrellas. Even now in Wales it's said the rings signify an underground fairy 
village. Welsh folklore also considers the rings as locations of fertility and fortune, and claim that 
crops grown around them and livestock feeding nearby will flourish 


In contrast, the Dutch legends had it that the barren center of the ring was caused by the devil 
placing his milk-churn there 


The Austrian tradition said flying dragons caused the rings, blighting the area so only toadstools 
could grow there for seven years 


French folklore believed the strange circles were guarded by giant toads that would curse 
anyone that happened into the ring 


Do NOT Step Into the Ring 


It is generally felt that fairy circles are to be avoided as dangerous places as they're associated 
with malevolent beings 


If you dare to enter a ring, many myths warn you will die young. You also become invisible to the 
mortal world, unable to escape the ring, or you are transported instantly to the fairy realm. You 
might also lose an eye for your foolishness. Either way, you will be forced to dance around the 
ring until you die of exhaustion or madness 


In contrast, the Dutch legends had it that the barren center of the ring was caused by the devil 
placing his milk-churn there 


The Austrian tradition said flying dragons caused the rings, blighting the area so only toadstools 
could grow there for seven years 


French folklore believed the strange circles were guarded by giant toads that would curse 
anyone that happened into the ring 


Do NOT Step Into the Ring 


It is generally felt that fairy circles are to be avoided as dangerous places as they're associated 
with malevolent beings. 


If you dare to enter a ring, many myths warn you will die young. You also become invisible to the 
mortal world, unable to escape the ring, or you are transported instantly to the fairy realm. You 
might also lose an eye for your foolishness. Either way, you will be forced to dance around the 
ring until you die of exhaustion or madness 


This fellow is probably in trouble — his hat is not on backwards. The Fairy Ring; the Enchanted 
Piper (c.1880) Public Domain 


iscoveries of 2014 
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Can Science Explain the Mystery? 

In present day the fungi that causes the natural phenomenon is well understood. Mycelium is a 
spreading fungus which grows in fertile, damp environments. In good conditions, the spores will 
develop into mushrooms (the most well-known being the edible Scotch bonnet, or fairy ring 
champignon). The mushrooms reach out of the ground and create an easily visible ring 
Underground, the mycelium networks out under the grass, moving outward from the center, and 
feeding upon organic matter and decomposing as it travels. The dead mycelium forms a thick. 
water-repellant mat that starves the grass roots of nutrients and moisture. Eventually the land 
within the ring withers and dies from starvation, but the leading edge of the ring remains lush and 


green, as the feeding/dying and d. 


ocal oral tradition explains them as the work of spirits and nature gods. The differences of the 
lush outside of the ring compared to the dead inside, with no obvious cause, undoubtedly led the 
people of antiquity to presume that otherworldly affairs were at work. Certainly the abrupt 
unpredictable change in the natural world, the age-old circle symbolism, and the fact that these 


‘portals’ seemed temporary and mobile were convincing evidence of the supernatural 


To the consternation and frustration of those now seeking unblemished lawns, ridding a yard of a 
fairy ring can be as tricky as dealing with the legendary fairy-folk. To stop the mycelium from 
spreading its necrosis, one should pick the mushrooms as soon as they appear. Next, a 
thorough soaking of water may drown out the problem, but often it requires digging down 
beneath the white fungus to remove the tainted soil. This can sometimes mean digging down 
several feet or more to get all the infected dirt, replacing it all with fresh soil, and restarting the 
lawn anew 


Perhaps it would be easier just to take your chances with the fairies. 


Featured image: A mushroom ring creating a circle on the grass. These rings were believed to 
be portals to the fairy realm, and areas of danger. (Unukorno, Flickr/ CC BY-SA 2.0 ) 
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Liz Leafloor is former Art Director for Ancient Origins Magazine. She 
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A musician may have strummed its strings all the way back in the 3rd millennium BC. This 


means that the Bull's Lyre, aka the Golden Lyre of Ur, is one of the olde: 


i» Виробництво під ключ 


ns Mysterious Phenomena 


A Bull-Headed Lyre: Reconstructing the 
Sound and Style of Ancient Mesopotamia 


String instru ments in 
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Royal Cemetery of Ur. Collectively these are known as the 'Lyres of Ur’. The Bull's Lyre, along 


with the other lyres from the site, are recognized for their age and style 
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When these artifacts were unearthed by 


Woolley and his team, their wooden frames had already disintegrated a long time ago 


о cover the instrument's frame, thereby 


Realizing the importance of this discovery, Woolley had plaster of Paris poured into the cavity left 


by the decayed wood, thus keeping the fragile metal sheets in place, and preserving the form of 


these ancient string instruments 
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The Iconography of a Bull-Headed Lyre 


Researchers have dated the Bull's Lyre to the Early Dynastic IIl period, which occurred during 


the 3rd millennium BC. This means that the instrument is over four millennia old and along with 


the others from the site, these are generally considered to be the oldest string instruments 


discovered to date 
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Apart from this, the Bull's Lyre is also significant for its ornamentation, which is rich in symbolism 
The most striking aspect of this lyre's ornamentation is undoubtedly the head of a bearded bull 
that decorates its front. The head and beard of the bull are made entirely out of solid of gold 


which is the reason behind its other name 
depiction of Shamash, the sun god 
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at that time by the inner circle of Templars as the 


immedi became the most cherished Holy Grail of the Knights 


Illustration of the Head of Saint John the Baptist. ( 


Other Holy Grails Worldwide 


Around the globe many Holy Grails have gained fame and after the P 


Holy Grail from the Holy Land, Solomon's Chalice, was made from a huge emerald di 
the Mediterranean Sea. The gem was brought to King Solomon, a world renowned alchemist 
who then had it carved into an 


Chalice, the famous Russian explorer and painter Nicholas Roerich claimed that he found 


chemical chalice. Although not much is known of Solomon's 


legends of it in Russia's Solovetz Monastery. After studying these legends, Roerich remarked 
Great is the Chalice of Solomon, fashioned from precious stone. On the Chalice are inscribed 


three verses in Sumerian characters and no one can explain them 


MARK AMARU 
PINKHAM 


Another ancient Holy Grail associatec Sumer is the Sumerian Grail. Arthur Edward Wi 


stated that he learned of this Grail ve: n one of his colleagues, Dr. М who 


apparently had a piece of it in his possession. Waddell stated that fragments of Sumerian 


Grail had been discovered in the foundations of a tower belonging to "the oldest Sun Tem 
Udu of Kish, the great- 
who had 


when he replaced 


The vessel had anciently been hidden there by King 
on of King Dur, the first Sumerian king and original owner of the chalic 
apparently captured the cup from "aboriginal Chaldean Serpent-Worshippers 

vessel with “the oldest known 


historical inscription in the world," which contained a genealogy of the ancient Sumerian kings 


Persia's contribution to the list of Holy Grails includes the Jami-Jamshid, the Cup of Jamshid 
which | 
nt city in central Asia 


s discovered by the legendary Persian King Jamshid when he was excavating an 


Ancient Persian poet Hafez looking at tl Jamshid. Turkish manuscript of 1477, 


unknown, from Shiraz, Iran. ( Public Domain ) 


Jamshid's radiant chalice, which was made of pure turquoise, could both reveal the future and 
transform a human being into an immortal god. Another famous Persian Holy Grail resided at the 
court of King Key-Khosrow. Known as the Nartmongue, the "Knights' Cup,” this chalice was 
passed among Persian knights at least a thousand years before Arthurian knights pursued their 
magical Holy Grail 


Os. Buddhist monks 
informed Roerich that the origin of the chalice was contained within a Jataka, an anecdotal story 


to Nicholas Roerich when he traveled across China and Mongolia in the 1* 


d directly from the 


Roerich acquired additional information about the Chalice of Buddha when he passed through 
cities on the Silk Road. He writes 


better known than the Chalice of Buddha is China oyal Cauldron, which is a lar 


pot known to have once brought long life and to some of the early C 
The Royal Cauldron was re 
within itself the elixir of immortality for righteous emperors, including the Emperor Hung-ti and 


beneficent Emper Nu of the Ha But the Golden Cauldron would only assist 


righteous emperors 


A tripod cauldron or ding from 


Otherwise, as in the ca f the evil Emperor Shi Huang-ti of the Chin Dynasty, the Royal 
Cauldron would mysteriously disappea r er 
ascended the throne of China. 


Top Image: Artist's int ation of the holy grail 
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The Capuchin Catacombs of Palermo 
and Their Most Famous Mummy 


] 


Human beings have always had a fascination with death. In some cultures, the dead аге 
never left alone, but continue to interact with the living. For instance, some set up ancestor 
cults to memorialize their dead forebears. Others believe that the living can communicate with 
the dead via mediums. While these forms of interaction deal with the dead in their ethereal 
forms, the living also interact with the physical remains of the dead. One of the most common 
modes of this interaction is the preservation of dead bodies. 


Although the most famous m lies belong to the ancient Egyptian civilization, they are 
certainly not the only ones that have been produced by mankind. Mummies have been made 
in different time periods by various cultures. One fascinating location where people still 
marvel at mummies is the Capuchin Catacombs of Palermo ( Catacombe dei Cappuccini ). 


Origins of the Capuchin Catacombs 
The Capuchin Catacombs of Palermo are in Sicily, Italy. In the 16th century, the Capuchin 


monks of Palermo discovered that their catacombs contained a natural preservative that 
helped mummify the dead. One of their brethren, Brother Silvestro, was the first to 


Inside the Capuchin Catacombs, Palermo. ( toshket /Adobe Stock) 


Apparently, he was a particularly holy monk, and the preservation of his body would have 
been useful in ; to Palermo. Apart from attracting pilgrims, it also attracted 
the attention of locals who wanted to be preserved in the same manner. Since then, over 
8000 Sicilians of various walks of life have been mummified in the catacombs. 


Sleeping Beauty - The Catacombs’ Most Famous Resident 
One of the most recent, and perhaps most famous mummies is that of a two-year-old girl, 


Rosalia Lombardo. Rosalia was placed in the catacombs when she died in 1920. Her body is 
so well-preserved that she looks as if she were just sleeping in her glass coffin, hence her 
nickname "Sleeping Beauty." 


The secret for her excellent state of preservation was revealed a few years ago, when a 
hand-written memoir of the Alfredo Salafia, was discovered. This memoir 
recorded the chemicals that he injected into Rosalia's blood. These chemicals were formalin, 
zinc salts, alcohol, salicylic acid, and glycerin. It has been suggested that it was the zinc salts 
that have been the most responsible for maintaining Rosalia's amazing state of preservation. 


Rosalia Lombardo, the “Sleeping Beauty" of the Capuchin Catacombs of Palermo. ( Public 


Domain ) 


Apparently, the monks were able to maintain the catacombs through the donations of the 
relatives of the deceased. Each new body was first placed in a temporary niche, and later 
moved to a more permanent place. As long as the money entered the monks’ pockets, the 
body remained in its proper place. When the relatives stopped sending money, however, the 
body was placed aside on a shelf until payment was resumed. It seems that the catacombs 
were a surprisingly effective way for the monks to earn their livi 


Research into the Stories of Mummified Children 
In December 2021, a team of researchers will begin the first comprehensive study of the child 


mummies іп the Capuchin Catacombs. Let by Dr. Kirsty Squires, Associate Professor of 
Bioarchaeology at Staffordshire University, the team plans to discover why the children were 
mummified and what their lives may have been like. Dr. Squires further explained the project 


goals ina niversity press release: 


6 ө ‘Given that this funerary rite was mainly reserved for adults, we want to 

understand why the children were mummified. We have a fairly good idea 
that they were from the upper ranks of society but we don't know much 
more about juvenile health, development, or identity during this period. This 
project will provide essential data to determine which children were afforded 
mummification and to put this into a broader context.” 


99 


The university reports that the researchers will use *non-invasive methods — as opposed to 
destructive techniques such as autopsy — to analyse the remains of forty-one mummified 
children from the 19th century." These non-invasive methods include the use of portable x-ray 
units to capture digital images (radiographs) of each child from head to toe. 
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The researchers will use non-invasive methods to capture digital images of each child from 
head to toe. (Carlo Vannini/ CC BY-SA 4.0 ) 


By using the radiographs, the team hopes to discover the age, sex, and any possible 
pathological or traumatic lesions the children suffered from. This information can also provide 
insight on the environment and living conditions of the children, which the researchers can 
compare to the lives of other children who were not mummified but lived in Palermo during 
the same period. As Dr. Squires s 


66 "This is a really exciting opportunity to learn more about life in late modern 

Sicily. There is currently limited information about the mummification of 
children in the Catacombs meaning there is little context to the display of 
juvenile mummies. Our research will help tourists and the wider public learn 
more about the children housed in the Catacombs and the cultural 


significance of this mortuary rite." 


99 


Finally, the two-year project will also provide scholars with illustrations of the juvenile 

r s, “as photography is prohibited in the Catacombs and the subject matter is highly 
sensitive." Artist Eduardo Hernandez will create those illustrations, which will be shared in 
"journal articles, lectures, a blog and teaching packs translated into both Italian and English," 
according to the university's press release. 


Reflecting on the Capuchin Catacombs of Palermo 
Finally, what strikes me as ironic about the catacombs is that the Christian notions of life as a 


transitory phase, and the concept of equality before God have been thrown out of the window. 
Apparently, many of the people buried in the catacombs wrote wills that specified the kind of 
clothes they wanted to be buried in, and some even wanted to have their clothes changed 
over time. 


It seems that even in death, these people have been unable to let go of their ephemeral 
mortal existence. Moreover, social stratification is also clearly visible in the catacombs. There 
are separate sections for priests, monks, men, women, virgins, children, and professionals. 
The dead seem to cling on to the social status they held in life. Therefore, it seems that the 
catacombs reflect the vanity of those buried there, and their refusal to let go of mortal life. 


Catacombs of Cappuccini in 


Perhaps this should force us to reflect on our own lives. By looking at the dead in those 
catacombs, we might realize that life is brief, and material wealth is naught in death 


J By 
doing so, we may realize the important things in life, and value each living moment. 


Top Image: Inside the Capuchin Catacombs, Palermo, Sicily, Italy. Source: toshket /Adobe 
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Wu Mingren (‘Dhwty’) has a Bachelor of Arts in Ancient History and 
Archaeology. Although his primary interest is in the ancient 
civilizations of the Near East, he is also interested in other 
geographical regions, as well as other time periods.... R 
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Ancient Greek culture the relationship between persuasion and love (or desire) was so importan 
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Just beneath the surface however, these stories talk of the primal social movements of men, who 


awn of time have tried every trick in the book to get laid 


The game has always been played on a pitch full of hazards and hurdles which men have 
always fought to overcome: 1. be noticed in the crowd. 2. make a woman feel special 3. Win tha 


woman's trust. 4 


Ultim 


get that woman to bed. But imagine a magic word that when 


whispered into the ear of any woman, it teleported you from hurdle 1 to 4 in an instant. Well ther: 
was one 


Scotland's Enchanted Seduction Word 


From Abracadabra to the now famous spells of Harry Potter, magic rds are no longer the 


reserve of pagans, alchemists, witches, occultists and secret socie The magical words and 


spells of ancient Scandinavia, the Hispano-Arabic magic of Spain and the traditions passed 
down from ancient Egypt, were presented by scholar Claude Lecouteux in his 2015 book 
Dictionary of Ancient Magic Words and Spells From Abraxas to Zoar . He reveals, "often the 


of 


more impenetrable they seem, the more effective they are" and having been passed down from 
ancient Babylon, E 


avot 


gypt, and Greece, these words and the rituals surrounding them have 


survived through the millennia because they work. 


- 


Detail, "The Sorceress" by John William Waterhouse. Public Domain; The ‘magic word 


Abra 


bra, Wikimedia Commons. Deriv 


A powerful magic word existed in 17th century Scotland, and still does in the remote North 
Highlands, that was believed to be so psychologically and psychically powerful that when 
whispered into any woman's ear they instantly become overwhelmed with carnal desires and a 
pressing need to orgasm. The word was highly-guarded by a quasi-Masonic secret society that 


since the mid-17th century has only accepted membership from men involved with training 


horses in Scotland's rural communi he Horseman's Word was a highly mystical secret 


Society which developed and protec soteric system of agrarian-rituals, which 


revolved around the perceived magical pow their secre 


given by the Devil himself. The earliest record of Scottish horsem essing a magical word 


with supernatural seductive powers, was given by R.Davidson in enfrewshire 


Southern Scotland 


Leather bound book on The Horseman's Word ( K 
ing th 


em 
immobile at will, which no power on earth could shift until the horseman himself released i 


d it." It 
was also believed to have the power to render women powerless and open to carnal suggestion 
and the seductive powers of horsemen were so ingrained in rural Scottish life that an unmarried 


girl made pregnant by a horseman using the mai vord, was regarded with no disapproval 


because it w ccepted that the ‘Word’ made her "incapable of withstanding the persuasion of 


her seducer. 


as said to have been 
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Trying to rationalise the magic of the Horsemen, but not for a second doubting the authenticity of 


their claims, author J.M. McPherson published his findings on the Society of 
1929 book Primitive Beli ?-East of Scotland, in which he suggested i 
survival of an ancient pagan cult that had been persecuted in the witch trials in the Early Modern 
period." It was not 


Horsemen in his 


efs in the ^ s"a 


Rise of The Magic Scottish Horsemen 

During the early 19th century draft horses first replaced oxen in Aberdeen and the Moray Firth 
and then the ponies of Caithness and Orkney in the north. Those men who could control horses 
began commanding well paid and respectable work and according to esoteric author Ben 
Fernee " 
homes but t 
of th 
dran 


loughmen did not own the land, the horses, the harness, the ploughs or their 
y took control of the new technology, the horses, and ensured that only a brother 
Society of the Horseman's Word might work them... unmarried ploughmen lived hard lives 


e 
k hard, played rough and chased women 


The Horseman's Word operated as a form of early trade union which protected the secrets of the 


growing number of men who worked with draft horses in north-eastern Scotland. The society 
ensured its members maintained a high standard of training and it defended them against the 


more powerful, and often unfair, land-owners. Between the 17th and 19th century a disti 


hierarchy existed among farm-servants of which ploughmen and horsemen were at the 


top. Halflins were trainee horsemen of which the best joined the ranks of the Society of the 


Horseman's Word, membership of which conferred three direct benefits - the inner-secrets of 


managing horses and women, and a "man's pay 


n North Ей 


During the nineteenth century, Scottish farmers migrated south and leased farms in north 


eastern England and The Horseman's Word was a ed into the 'Society of Horsemen'. The 


skills of controlling farm animals had been attributed to both witches and ‘cunning folk’ in English 


folk tradition, and such as the American James Samuel Rare were commonly known as "horse 
whisperers", a term that had been brought to England from Ireland in the early nineteenth 


century 


The Inner Secrets of the Horsemen 

The Society of the Horseman's Word was structurally and ritually similar to Freemasonry in that 
new members were initiated in a highly-guarded ritual/ceremony and given a series of 

hen horse 


signs and grips by which members could identify one and another in public 


finally replaced by tractors in the early 20th century, the horsemen's rituals jigsawed perfe! 
with the pseudo-Biblical history of Freemasonry and their initiation ritual was amalgamated into 
some Scottish Masonic Lodges, especially in Orkney and in north east Scotland 


Many members of the society have revealed that the horsemen's secret powers were actually 
obtained from the preparation of herbs and oils, which were attractive to both horses and 
women Billy Rennie, from Stuartfield, near Peterhead, is a member of the Society of the 
Horseman's Word and recently stated "It wasn't the ‘Word’ that really gave the horsemen their 
magical’ power, but a knowledge handed down through history...using various herbs and 
potions, the horsemen could make the wildest of horses follow him without halter of bridle, and 
make it so that the horses would not leave the stables without him." 


The horsemen's knowledge of persuasive oils is said to have come from the folklore of The Fens 


of East Anglia and Lincoinshire in England and the mysterious "Toadmen". The Toadmen's 


initiation ritual involved catching and drying male toads before throwing their carcasses into 
running streams under full moons, where all the bones would all be swept downstream, except 


ed b 


one, a small fork-shap: one similar in shape to a horses hoof which swirled against the 


current, apparently going up-stream, and became the agent of the horsemen's magical powers. 


The Toadmen's ritual finds its origins in ancient India where Vedic high priests wrapped frogs in 
white linen and gave them astrological benedictions before putting them under ant hills at 
sunset. After the ants had stripped the flesh two bones were kept, one to attract a desired object 
and the other to reject it. The latter was called 'the shovel' and was the supra-scapula bone of 


af 
lef 


the frog. The frogs wish-bone, the one revered by the horsemen was the ilium, the chief bone in 


the frog's pelvic girdle 


Coltateral XX 
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Horsemen (transmitted by W 
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f a field 


secret, generally beginning in a ritually enhanced barn and similar to Freemasonry 

hands with Auld Nick (The Devil) and gripped a cloven ho 
taking an oath to keep society matters secret, to treat horses kindly and to keep the 
Word secret, his blindfold was finally removed and he was given the Word - as three words - 
"Both As One." 


orseman's 


Conclusions 


Both As One is a linguistically rich and carefully structured term that can be interpreted in several 


ways, for example: it can mean the act of holding two reigns in one hand, to control a horse. Or i 
can be taken as meaning to have control over both horses and women. Personally, | think the 
horsemen applied the classic psychological trick - autosuggestion - and polished their own 
seduction myth so deeply into rural society, that women were 'half-seduced' before even hearing 
the word. And the fact that one horseman's trick to "activate a lazy horse with a frog bone 
required "jamming it" into the soft part of a horses upper-inner leg, is very revealing, supporting 
my conclusion that the Horsemen were Scotlands first organised society of professional pickup 


artists who had the oldest game on the planet - seduction 
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йез Archaeologists to Explore Mysterious 
Underground Structure at the Desert 
Fortress of Masada 


A team of archaeologists from Tel Aviv University have returned to Masada in Israel, after a 11- 


PARTHENON WESTE 
PEDIMENT 


year hiatus, in order to excavate previously unexplored areas of the desert mountain fortress 
including a mysterious underground structure. Once a pleasure palace for Herod the Great 
Masada is most well-known for the deaths of around 960 Jewish rebels and their families in 74 
AD, who chose to commit suicide rather than be captured or slaughtered by the Romans 


Fresh Explorations of an Ancient Treasure 

For the first time since 2006, a Tel Aviv University team, headed by Roman-period archaeologist 
Guy Stiebel, have launched new excavations at the UNESCO World Heritage Site, examining 
previously untouched areas of the legendary desert mountain fortress. "This is the next 
generation," Stiebel told The Times of Israel, adding that his team plan to excavate new 

of the Jewish rebel dwellings, as well as a garden constructed by Herod, “Our intention is to 
further explore a mysterious underground structure that was detected in the earliest ( 
photographs of the site. The building has remained hitherto unexplored 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


bel did not add any further information about the underground structure and what it may 
een used for. But it is possible that it was used as a hideout or escape route during the 
Siege of Masada 


Dr. Stiebel expressed his excitement to return to the site after an eleven-year absence in his 
statements to i2 A lifetime would not suffice to get a glimpse of all the hidden beauties of 
Masada. Its magic is not just in the military equipment, it is also in small things." Even though 
several experts believe that more than 95% of Masada's potential has already been exploited 
Stiebel believe that its core is yet to be discovered, including the mysterious underground MOST READ TODAY 


structure that lies there and is waiting to be closely explo . i Ed nd 
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The Dramatic History of the Desert Fortress of Masada 

The ancient fortress of Masada stands on the eastern edge of the Judean Desert. With a sheer 
drop of more than 400 meters to the western shore of the Dead Sea, the view from the top of the 
plateau would have been breath-taking Yet, the silence of the ruins belies one of the most 
interesting episodes in Jewish history 


While the first structures on Masada were apparently built by the Hasmonaean king, Alexander p“ Т ү $ 
Jannaeus in the early 1st century BC, most of the structures were constructed by Herod the i INA URE 
Great during the latter half of that century. Having conquered Masada in 42 BC, Masada became f SAN ETERNAL JUD ERSHIP 

a safe refuge for Herod and his family during their long struggle for power in Israel. Apart from Я с 

being a fortress, Masada was also a pleasure palace for Herod. For instance, it was designed 

PARTNERS along the lines of a Roman villa, and several amphorae found in Masada's storerooms had Latin 
inscriptions, indicating that they contained wine imported all the way from Italy. After the death of 
Herod in 4 BC, Masada became a military outpost, and housed a Roman garrison, presumably 


of auxiliary forces 
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A Roman siege ramp seen from above ( CC b 
In 66 AD, the first Jewish Revolt broke out. The most comprehensive record of this record can be 
found in Flavius Josephus' The Jewish War. According to Josephus, a group of Jewish zealots 
the Sicarii succeeded in seizing Masada from the Romans in the winter of 66 AD. After the fall of 
Jerusalem in 70 AD, Masada was filled up with refugees who escaped and were determined to 
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continue the struggle against the Romans. Hence, Masada became a base for their raiding 
operations for the following two years. In the winter of 73/74 AD, the governor of Judaea, Flavius 
Silva, decided to conquer Masada and crush the resistance once and for all. According to 
Josephus Flavius, the only historical source for the battle, the Jewish rebels committed mass 
suicide before Roman troops stormed the battlements, even though many historians and 
archaeologists have challenged the historicity of that account 


*Next Generation" Excavation Begins 
The first excavations in the area took place in the period from 1963 to 1965 under former IDF 


chief of staff and archaeologist Yigal Yadin. The dry desert climate allowed the preservation of 
classy frescoes and organic remains belonging to the Jewish rebels who holed up on the 
mountaintop. The archaeological team will be posting updates and photos from the site on its 


w: SE ED ESS СЗ С 


| COMMENTS / & (4 Comments) 


emm 
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Theodoros Karasavvas, J.D.-M.A. has a cum laude degree in Law 
from the University of Athens, a Masters Degree in Legal History from 
the University of Pisa, and a First Certificate in English from Cambridge 
University. When called upon to do... Read More 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


History Of Assassins: When 
Human Hunter-Killers Began 


Hunting Humans 
For at least 200,000 years Homo sapiens 


Ancient Pay Slip Shows That 
This Roman Soldier 
Slaughtered for Nothing 

An ancient pay slip details how a Roman 
soldier had partaken in a battle that ended up 
with the mass suicide of hundreds of innocent 


were hunter-gatherer-fishers and at the end of 
the last Ice Age, about 10,000 years ago, they 
flipped from being the number one prey food 
on the planet to. 


Jews. But what is the interesting fact that 
comes out of this 


Extinct Tree Resurrected from 
Ancient Seeds is now a Dad 

Ten years since the Judean Date Palm was 
miraculously brought back to life following the 


The Judean Date Palm: Extinct 

Tree Resurrected from Ancient 
Seeds 

For thousands of years, the date palm was a 
staple crop. In the Kingdom of Judea it was a chance discovery of seeds in the 2,000-year- 
old ruins of Masada, the male date palm tree 
named Methuselah, the 


source of food, shelter. medicine, and shade 
But the plant went extinct due to waves of 
conquest and 


(t " 
The dramatic history of the 


desert fortress of Masada 
On the eastern edge of the Judaean Desert 


stands the ancient fortress of Masada. With a 
sheer drop of more than 400 metres to the 
western shore of the Dead Sea, the view from 


The Sicarii: The Jewish 
Daggermen With a Thirst for 
Roman Blood 

The Sicarii - which may be translated as 
daggermen' from the Latin - were a group of 
Jewish zealots who lived during the 1 st 
century AD. The Sicarii intended to expel the the top of the plateau 
Romans and their. j 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL c @ Smithsonian H the 
HISTORY 
THE TIMES „Ehe - 5 
à Хао ок The Washington Post Cex 
DER SPIEGEL 


Cimes Daily Mail 


FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA IMPORTANT EVENTS 


15 of the Biggest Battles of 
Ancient History (Video) 


Greek Mythology Thutmose Ill, the Famed 


Warrior King of Ancient Egypt 


Mysterious Lake Monster 
Causes Underwater Eruption 
(Video) 


As Greek mythology goes, the 
universe was once a big s 
nothingness. Then, two t 

happened: either Chaos or Gaia 
created the universe as we know 
Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to the 
first beings 


Greece’s East Attica In 
. Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


Mother and Child Reunion Of 
' Thetis And Achilles 


Seductive Sirens of Greek 
» Mythology and How Heroes 
Resisted Them 


Celestial Goddess Selene: The 
» Ancient Greek Goddess of the 
Moon 


Pegasus of Greek Mythology: 
- Majestic Winged Horse of 
Mount Olympus 


The power that marked the rise of 
Ancient Egyp 


capable pharaohs. Such a vast realm 


could never thrive if it weren't for 
leaders that were bold 


10 Formidable Monarchs Who 


‚ Ruled Vast Empires in Ancient 


Asia 


How Native American Chief 
Kondiaronk Shaped More 
Than North America 


Psusennes: The Silver 


» Pharaoh with Treasures to 


Rival Tutankhamun's 


How Ancient Greek 
Philosopher Diogenes 


* Teaches Us: Live Simply, Find 


Happiness (Video) 
Frumentarii - The Roman 


In June 2017, kayakers in Washington 
encounter a strange occurrence on 
Yale Lake 


Tracing the Unknown Origins 
· of the Enigmatic Nomoli 
Figures 


Starseeds: Psychologists On 
. Why Some People Think 
They’re Aliens Living On Earth 


Island of 


10 Great Mysteries Hidden in 
' Famous Paintings (Video) 


Archaeology Enigmas: Four 
. Mystery Doors That Should 
Never be Opened (Video) 


Warfare has unfortunately been a 
recurring part of human history, with 
conflicts arising from territorial 
disputes, cultural differences, and the 
Grive for power 


15 Facts About the Moors 
* You've Probably Never Heard 


How Native American Chief 
· Kondiaronk Shaped More 
Than North America 


Extermination of the Wu Hu 
. and the Merciless Policies of 
General Ran Min 


Archaeologist Digs for 
Evidence of the Rosetta 

' Stone's Ancient Egyptian 
Rebellion 


Film Footage Provides 
- Intimate View of HMS 


' Emperor's Eyes and Ears 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Exploring the City of Caesars: Patagonia's 
Legendary Lost City 


Legend has it that the City of Caesars, otherwise 
known as the Wandering City, once existed in 
Patagonia, nestled between contemporary Chile 


and Argentina 


Ancient Nordic Chant to Call Cattle is 
` Hauntingly Beautiful (Video) 


In Centuries Old Tradition, Drummers 
' Awaken a Sleeping Istanbul to Ramadan 


Psychedelic-Induced Mystical 
' Experiences Throughout History 


A Day in the Life of an Ancient Egyptian 
* Doctor (Video) 


Archaeologists Discover Rare Zodiac 
* Carvings at Egypt's Temple of Esna 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


Batman Existed in Mesoamerican 
Mythology and His Name Was Camazotz 


As social media is abuzz with who might be cast in 

the next Batman movie, with concerns that some of 
the candidates might not be menacing enough to fill 
those big black boots, it might be time to 


OUR MISSION 


HUMAN ORIGINS 
E 
vy 
The Battle Axe Culture: Piecing Together 
the Age of Crushed Skulls 


Peering into the development st f the Neolithic 
cultures of Old Europe has alw been a 
challenging task for archaeologists and scholars 
Reaching so far back into time in the hope of 
piecing together a detailed picture is a task that 
involves decades of dedicated work 


The origins of human beings according to 
' ancient Sumerian texts 


The Christ And The Buddha: How Can 
* You Explain the Uncanny Similarities? 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
. Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 
- Part! 


Rh-Negative Blood: An Exotic Bloodline 
* or Random Mutation? 


What's the Truth Behind the All-Seeing 
' Eye of Providence? 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


7 Amazing Ancient Technologies Too 
Advanced for Their Time (Video) 


Throughout history, there have been many 


ations that have left their mark on the world 
gh their impressive archit al artistic 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


Gloucester Shipwreck 


ANCIENT PLACES 


15 Incredible Facts About Ancient Rome 
(Video) 


The ancient civilization of Rome has had an 


enduring impact on human history shaping modem 


Western society in countless ways 


Archaeologists Discover Rare Zodiac 


* Carvings at Egypt's Temple of Esna 


Exploring the City of Caesars: 


' Patagonia's Legendary Lost City 


Medieval Mont St-Michel: The Sacred 


' Castle in the Sea 


8 Amazing Historical Sites Hidden in the 


' Mountains (Video) 


The Battle Axe Culture: Piecing Together 


' the Age of Crushed Skulls 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part I 


What is the origin of the legend of the Christed Son 
who was born of a virgin on December ? lam 
sure you are familiar with his legend which states 
that he was born in a manger surrounded by 
shepherds 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


RECONSTRUCTING T 


General History & Archaeology 


Home / News 


HE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Science & Space 


Q 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


> for Premium 


EE Content 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


NCIENT ORIGINS 
Subscribe 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


PARTNERS 


In-depth articles 
on alternative 
health, future science, 
conspiracies 
к the unexplained. 


NEXUS 
MACAZINE 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


Ko: 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


created the 
Ouranos and Te! 


first beings 


What Did Ancient Greece 
* Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
* Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

` Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
* Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 
» Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Japan's Aokigahara Forest Struggles to 
Shed Historic Suicide Infamy 


ount Fuji, lies the 


Evolution & Human Origins 


Mysterious Phenomena 


| 


STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS 
MAGAZINE #29 


Pope Joan: The Female Pope Whose 
Gender was Revealed When She Gave 


Birth in a Procession 


The origins of the Papacy are traditionally traced t 


Jesus. The current pope, Francis |, is th 
are male. But during the Middle Ages the 
her role in disguise. The name of this supposed fe 


mysterious Pope Joan, and did she really exist? 


The Mysterious Unnamed Pope 
The first written acc 

Chronica universalis ensis (Chronicle of Met 
chronicler, Jean de Mailly, there w 


Bishops of Rome because she was a woman disg 


o St. Pete 


story about a fe 


male pop 


uised as a man 


was Joan. Who was this 


unt of Pope Joan can be traced to a 13th century work known as the 
2). According to its author, the Dominican 
as an unnamed pope who was not recorded in the list of 


EUROPEAN 


PUBLISHING 
AWARDS. 


STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS MAGAZINE 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL 5 


PARTHENON WESTE 
PEDIMENT 


W | approve receiving emails 


The chronicler goes on to say that it was this woman's character and talents that enabled her to 


occupy the seat of St. Peter 
was marked with a Latin phrase 
bet 
th the Latin infinitive "Require 


Peter, Father of Fathers the childbearing o 


this narrative w 


f th 
meaning “to be verified 


the grave of this unnamed pope 


odito Partum 


voman pope.” How 


that even the author himself is unsure as to the truth of the story 


inquired into 


meaning “O 


h during a Church procession, artist Giovanni Boccaccio Circa 1450. ( 


The Story of the Female Pope in Disguise Spreads 


The story of the female pope in disguise is 


Erfurt in his Chronica m 


then picked up by an anonymous Fra а а 
enne de Bourbon 
similar to that of de Mailly's, Etienne 


г, and by the Dominican inquisitor and preache 
While the story of the female pope in the Chronica min 


s 


de Bourbon's version includes details regarding her death 


The author records ї 


th 
was subsequently dra 


deceit 


Roman hierarchy, Martinus' work circulate 
writers on the same subject. Unlike earlier a 
female pope's life. As a matter of fact 


relation to this person 


n addition to naming this pope, Martinus also provides details such as her nationality (English) 


place of birth (Mainz), as well as her pontificate (after Leo IV's death in 855 AD), and the length 


of her reign (two years, seven months and four da 


unts, Martinus pr 
it is here that the name 


ys) 


the pope gave birth in public, thus revealing her true gender, and she 


gged behind a horse for half a league and then stoned to death for her 


Although Martinus reveals little about his sources, there is a tone of uncertainty in his writing 


revealing that like his pre 
some have claimed that this story 
that the chronicler had nothing to do with it 


ч аы 
E o7 


|GNt 
! Ро! - A 
Pay \ 5585 DA 


the Dominican Friar v 
his sources. Here he is de 


manuscript prior to 15. 


From Martinus onwards, the story of Pope Joan becar 


of the story, for instance 
she was deposed after her c 


was buried in Ostia, where her 


‘Hints’ of Pope Joan's Existence 


As the primary 


of Pope Joan, it ssible that the story is but an 


who wro 


onfinement, and did penanc 


a vivid account of Pope Joan 


s added to the chronicle after Martinus' death, indicating 


hbishop of Gniezno 


for many y 


son supposedly held the office 


urban legend. Yet, others e 


are ‘hints’ of this female pope's existence in art and architecture 


ars. After her death, she 


that there 


Peter's Basilica in the Vatican City 


ignored. The most popular one, for instance, is that the woman is the niece of 


who went into labor whilst Bernini was working on 


the Baldalchin 


voman's facial expression | 


hild. (Jorge Royan/ CC B 


Hard Proof of the Female Pope? 
A 2018 


AD that demonstrate that there was an actua 
examining from that period sho! 
that only real historical figur 


to the Po oan story 


by researchers at Flinders University Aust 


raits of the Em 


l pe. The Fran 


name of the female Pope according to the medieval narratives. 


There is also a distinctive monogram on the coins which the researchers believe could be 


on the signature of the fe Furthermore. 


coins they 


and Popes and the resea 


Please verify your request 


r, de Mailly begins 


Я не робот 


indicating 


Sign up to download 4 FREE eBOOKS 


MOST READ TODAY 


PLUS mew Year's Used Yo be in March! 


for 
EE Content 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


sors, he is also unclear about the verity of this tale. On top of that. 


more and more elaborate. One version 
claims that the pope did not die immediately after giving birth. Instead 


written sources themselves indicate a certain amount of doubt regarding the story 


claims that there are coins from the 


ere 


ers assert 


b 


that “The datin 
there was a Popess when the 


to the stories that Pope Joan’s nam 


Two coins were found to bear the monogram c 


Pope Johannes. (Image 


2018) 


The Legacy of the Female Pope 


were represented on the coins. The coins which are said to relate 
are from the mid-850s and bear the name Pope Johannes Anglicus — the 


ased 


The legend of Pope Joan has survived over the centuries. The alleged female pope has been 
depicted in many examples of art, literature, and plays. Her tale has also be 


th 


2009 
2009 


t in the tale of 


nale Pope Joan. It could also be revolutiona 


pm 


ent of the largest Christian denomination in the world 


ry and hold major irr 


d 


plications for the future 
Currently, the Catholic Church 


But if it is proven that a female Pope really existed, it 


could strengthen the argument of those who demand that women be allowed to become priests. 


Видео недоступно 


Владелец видео запретил е 


сайтах. 


Посмотреть на YouTube 


есе 
some time 


Top Image. 


Updated on October 21, 2020. 


5o тоге Joon] we уык | nesta / st ter] tomate J Pope [тоте aay 


просмотр Ha других 


of fiction or was a real historical figure, the tale of Pope Joan has 


continue fo 


Bachelor of Arts in Ancient History and 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


Researchers Find Physical 
Evidence for the Existence of a 
Female Pope 

Researchers from an Australian University 
have announced in a press release a major 
discovery in relation to the existence of a 
female Pope in the early Midd 

experts 


le 


Ancient 


Q Smithsonia 


THE 388 TIMES 
DER SPIEGEL 


New отк 
Times 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


Terror of Wallachia: The Reign 
of Vlad the Impaler (Video) 


pire, b 
e man behind the myth is j 
chilling 


_ 8 Ancient Voyages That 
Changed the World 


The King List and Queen 
» Kubaba: The First Recorded 
Queen of the Ancient World 


Is This What Alexander the 
* Great Really Looked Like? 
(Video) 


. T of the Most Scandalous 
Divorces in Ancient History 


A Face to the Legend: The 
* Quest to Reconstruct 
Cleopatra's Look (Video) 


Imagine rid vast 


wn as Jukai 
branches 


rigins has been quoted by: 


n the 


The 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


WE: 


The Washington Post | 


213 


Fathoming the Ruins of 
Yanmen Shan Mountain and 
the Biggest Cut Rocks in the 


Sacred Treasure Hunt: In 


· Pursuit of the Elusive Ark of 


the Covenant (Video) 
Neolithic Stone Balls: The 


` Northern Rosetta 


Stone? 


UFO Author Will Lead 


· Exploration of Rendlesham 


Forest Encounters Site 


Debunking the Aryan Race 


- “Myth” and Separating Fact 


from Fiction 


Mysterious Lake Monster 


» Causes Underwater Eruption 


(Video) 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


The Life and Death of ‘Lucy’ on The 
Prehistoric Savanna (Video) 


ly differe 


ї from ours, teeming 


t, and ancient hu 


. Terror of Wallachia: The Reign of Vlad the 
Impaler (Video) 


. The Captivating Story of Sinuhe: A 
Powerful Glimpse into Ancient Egypt 


_ Ancient Tradition of Hide Tanning is a 
Foul and Dirty Job (Video) 


_ Burials, Skeletons, and Grave Goods 
found in Egypt Archaeology Dig 


_ Why Are So Many Ancient Egyptian 
Statues Missing Their Noses? 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


The Milesians: Mythic Origins of the 
Ancient Irish 


Taking of 
attained its current st 
ап were the | 


o Ireland 


_ Biblical Myth or Historical Fact? Child 
Sacrifice in the Age of Abraham (Video) 


_ Fascinating Facts You Probably Did Not 
Know About Leprechauns 


_ Debunking the Aryan Race “Myth” and 
Separating Fact from Fiction 


_ Polyphemus - Whose Prayer for Revenge 
Was the Origin of the Odyssey 


The Glastonbury Giant: Who Did the 
* Mystery Bones of A Nine Foot Skeleton 
Belong To? 


OUR MISSION 


At Ancie 


The Controversial Lapedo Child – А 


* Neanderthal / Human Hybrid? 


Watch the Evolution from Ape to Man in 


' this Remarkable Animation (Video) 


Homo Naledi: A Mysterious Extinct 


' Human Species (Video) 


The human skull that challenges the Out 


' of Africa theory 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


* Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


- Part! 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Medical Mystery of Usermontu: Why the 
Discovery of 2,600-Year-Old Knee Screw 
Left Experts Dumbfounded 


n male. More than two decades later, a team 


The Macuahuitl: An Aztec Warrior's Lethal 


' and Sacred Weapon (Video) 


Watch 1,000-Year-Old Windmills in Action 


' (Video) 


An Undersea Mystery: The Accidental 


* Discovery of the Ghost Ship in the Baltic 


Sea 
Keeping it Clean: A Look at Ancient 


' Hygiene Practices (Video) 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The Northern 


` Rosetta Stone? 


y as it stands, our 


and explair 


Ancient Origins 6 2013 - 2023 


r 


- 


Daily Mail 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


8 Ancient Voyages That 
Changed the World 


Throughout human histo 
own has dri 
n daring 


uncharted waters 


. T ofthe Most Scandalous 
Divorces in Ancient History 


The Black Death and Beyond: 
Uncovering the Secrets of 

` Plague's Deadly Legacy 
(Video) 


The King's Champion: 


* Medieval Coronation Roles, 
With a Twist 


When Faith and Power Clash: 
· How Christianity Divided the 
Roman Empire (Video) 


Digging the Deep Blue: 
» Challenges and Triumphs in 
Underwater Archaeology 


ANCIENT PLACES 


The Lost Tribe of Clover Hollow – Oldest 
Civilization in the World Found in 
Appalachian Mountains? 


The Appalachian 
mountain buildin 


million years ago an 


Africa colliding 


The Life and Death of ‘Lucy’ on The 


' Prehistoric Savanna (Video) 


Ancient Tradition of Hide Tanning is a 
Foul and Dirty Job (Video) 


Were Vikings in South America Over 400 


' Years Before Columbus? 


Ciudad Perdida: The Lost City in the 


' Clouds (Video) 


5,000-Year-Old Astro- Tomb Discovered 


' On Spanish Giant 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part 1 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


* American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 
The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


' our Cultures – Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


` Ancient Treasures – Part | 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 


' Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


oer 
L 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus 


MAGAZINE 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


МА FREE EBOOKS 


000 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space 


Home / News 
re 


в З | Crete and Santorini 
е Sita ew optional add-on 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


General History & Archaeology — Science & Space 


Home / News 
SES 


в З | Crete and Santorini 
* Agust" se| Optional add-on 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


General History & Archaeology 


Home / News 


TOURS, p 


Ande 


An unforgettable cultural imm 


29 » 3 | Crete and Santorini 
V Дж sex | optional add-on 


ece 


ience of Hellenic heritage 


MOST READ TODAY 


copy of the document on disp 


The Legendary Tomb 
One of the copies of the document is now located in a small museum in Shingo Village 
Analysis of the text proved that it 


ANCIENT EGYPT 


(traditionally known as Herai) near the famous “Tomb of Jes 


ritten in ancient J not many people have enough knowledge 


riting to read it themselv 


was originally w apanese. Nowadays 


on this type of w 


SUGGESTED BOOKS STOR 


THERE'S NO SUCH 
THING AS 
DEMONS, 


Iso almost impossible to fake such a 


manuscript 


Moreover, the first linguistic research proved that the traditional name "Herai" doesn't belong to 


the Japanese language, but it seems to be surprisingly similar to the word "Hebrai", meaning 


'. In the ancient Hebrew language the word "Herai" resembles the phrase "a mountain" 


MYSTERIO 


Loot-To-Order 
їшси Antiquities in 


the Sociol Medio Age Соп We Fix the Past? 


the Crown Jewels. 


PARTNERS 


PWS ow veor's Used to be in моем 


In-depth articles 
on alternative 
health, future science, 


According to the description posted near the tomb 


-- 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


(i Xe dp 
koos. 
ETNON 


44-2; ae “ 
RTNHOYNHAT +9 
KOS 

жэ, 
e 


(^ 
ae MAST NONE M4 


SESS гус 


нз 
amm. 


(re SAM Hus Mee RC у 


Dre cmRIoO83 
SH) E On Sa} +] t 


хен 


t 
(a 


AAT 


БА 


9 


ЕТА С). 
| оса SCHAAR SONAR с 


Tene гс 


Qj ^ SNneemiun 
THA GMS 


BOS TN—HNHAG SE 
FSRR 


of Christ in Shingo, / 


Another Version of the Story 

Another version of the story is known from 
who tried to find the real story of Jesus in Japan. According to the story he described, Jesus left 
when he was 50 years old. There, he got married and had 


the book Thiaoouba Prophecy by Michel Desmarquet 


home at age 14 and arrived to Japan 
three daughters. He supposedly taught his rules on living, but it seems that during his travels 
through Asia, his teachings became more global than before. He reportedly lived in Herai for 


around 45 years and died the hen he was about 100 years old. The Japanese version of his 


story described his brother as r than him. They were said to be buried at the 


same site 


Archaeologists have looked for evidence such as bones, teeth, or artifacts, which could sugge 
the existence of a burial at this place nothing like this had be 
burial is located on a mountain and it is shaped by the soil. Nowadays, there are also Christian 


Unfortunately en found so far. The 


atures related to Christian symbolism 


The most interesting strange connection between the Japanese and 


Hebrew languages song that has been kn in Herai for the las 


contains the ara Nanya Do Nasareno Nanya Do Yara", which means "WI 


it? What's happening? What are you going to do?" 


ated many ords have a different 
-ya" when translated means "it is ME, Joshua 


which is known 


According to Dr. Tom J. Chalko, w times these w 
meaning. The first part of the so 
the song sounds like the Hebrew 


child given by Yehova (Ya)". He believes that 


from texts that may have bee 


Who was Jesus in Japan? 


t seems unlikely that Jesus really escaped from the Middle East. But, if it was possible, he would 


same destination as Mary Magdalene. In this case, he would have 


perhaps have chosen t 


traveled to southern France and there with his family 


nt to Japan? In Asia, there are a few more stories about a wise man from the 


E traveled to the East. He was seen in India, Nepal, and even China 
n the Kashmir region, peo worship another tomb of a wise man called Jesus. It is almost 


impossible that so many stories from different parts of Asia don't have any reasons behind them 


о reportedly 


Especially when it is acknowledged that for many centuries Christianity wasn't a popular religion 


in Asia 


Christian Martyrs of Nagasaki Japan. (c. 17th century) ( 1 


H ver, there must be something more hidden behind this story. It is possible that on 


Jesus' students, maybe even one of his apostles, traveled to Asia. At this point, it is n 


remember that in anc t times the word "brother" could be used if two men were relatives 


also if they had a strong bond as, for example, close friends 


Or were the ti r f who wanted to share knowledge of their leader? 


Perhaps the ере eople м ho escaped from their homeland after the e» 


because they didn't want to follow his fate? These questions may never be answ 


section: ШШ 
oo BBEA E 


PESSOA (34 Comments) 


NATALIA 


Natalia does research in Narratology, Histo 


Spain) and Ancient History 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


St Helena, Discoverer of the 
True Cross, Was the First 
Archaeologist 
D the mother of the Roman Emperor 
nstantine set out on a legendary pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. Dubbed the 
Saint Helena was 
with 


orid's “first 


archaeolo 


Why the Christmas Story's 
Virgin Birth Wouldn't Surprise 
Early Christians 
Rodolfo Galvan Estrada III 


the birth of their religion’s founder, Jesus from 
Nazareth of Galilee. Part of this celebration 
includes 


Eight Historic Lies about the 
Ancient World that will Blow 
Your Mind 


Our understanding of the past is fluid. Very 


The Conversation 
Every year on Christmas, Christians celebrate 


Pool of Siloam Where Jesus 
Healed a Blind Man To Be Fully 
Excavated 

The Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) has 
announced that the 2,700-year-old Pool of 
Siloam, which is believed to have been used 
as a ritual bath by the ancient residents of 


Jerusalem, will be fully 


Is This Really the Lost Cave 
Tomb of Holy Salome? 

In the days leading up to the biggest Holy Day 
(holiday) of the Christian year, 
birth of Christ, th ael Antiq 
(IAA) have announced “the cave of Holy 
Salome, the 


ebrating the 
s Authority 


One Japanese Legend Claims 
That Jesus Christ Lived and 
Died in Japan 

A small village in northern Japan айг; 


often things we think we know 


turn out 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


first beings 


Greece's East Attica In 
. Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


Mother and Child Reunion Of 
' Thetis And Achilles 


Seductive Sirens of Greek 
» Mythology and How Heroes 
Resisted Them 


Celestial Goddess Selene: The 
. Ancient Greek Goddess of the 
Moon 


Pegasus of Greek Mythology: 
- Majestic Winged Horse of 


about the past 


to be false or highly 


t; sometim 


Ancient Origins has 


The 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


Did Nero Really Fi Fiddle While 
Rome Burned? 


the infamo 
an Empire, is kr 
ity and debauchery 


The Greatest Speech in 
· History? Alexander the Great 
& The Opis Mutiny 


Beethoven Died of 
» Alcoholism, Promiscuity and a 
Weak Liver 


Thutmose Ill, the Famed 
' Warrior King of Ancient Egypt 


10 Formidable Monarchs Who 
- Ruled Vast Empires in Ancient 
Asia 


How Native American Chief 
- Kondiaronk Shaped More 
Than North America 


New dork Th 
Times 


each year claiming to be 
of Jesus Christ. Local 


been quoted by: 


Q Smithsonian H the 


THEs22&.TIMES 
DER SPIEGEL 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


Mysterious Lake Monster 
Causes Underwater Eruption 
(Video) 

In June 2017, kay n Washington 
encounter a strange rence on 


Yal 


Tracing the Unknown Origins 
‚ of the Enigmatic Nomoli 
Figures 


The Haunted Plague Island of 
. Poveglia: A Dark and Twisted 
Past 


10 Great Mysteries Hidden in 
' Famous Paintings (Video) 


Archaeology Enigmas: Four 
. Mystery Doors That Should 
Never be Opened (Video) 


e Washington Post Lees 


Daily Mail 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Did Nero Really Fiddle While 
Rome Burned? 


St. Lucia's Flood: The Disaster 
» That Changed the Shape of 
Europe 


The Japanese Smallpox 
- Epidemic of the 8th Century: 
Cause and Effect 


15 of the Biggest Battles of 
' Ancient History (Video) 


15 Facts About the Moors 
` You've Probably Never Heard 


How Native American Chief 
. Kondiaronk Shaped More 
Than North America 


Mount Olympus 


TOP NEW STORIES HUMAN ORIGINS ANCIENT PLACES 


Who Mined Lake Superior? Ancient The Mighty Wall of Hadrian, Emperor of 


Did Nero Really Fiddle While Rome 
Glyphs Solve Bronze Age Mystery (Video) 


Burned? 


e Roman Empire 
he width of 
with Scotland 


Nero, the infamous emperor of the Roman Emp For centuries, th 


shores of Lake Superior have 
uelty and debauchery p 


ts, hidden in 
unding wilder! 


is known for his cr 
lake and the surro 


miles (120 km 


How Master Potters Keep a 7000-Year-Old 
* Kimchi Tradition Alive (Video) 


The Forgotten Ghost Town of Suakin: A 
* Journey Into Its Thriving Past 


Who Mined Lake Superior? Ancient 
* Glyphs Solve Bronze Age Mystery (Video) 


Maya: Science Only Acknowledges Now 
‚ What Ancient Sages Knew About Reality 
5000 Years Ago 


The human skull that challenges the Out 
' of Africa theory 


Thoth's Storm: New Evidence for Ancient 
' Egyptians in Ireland? 


The Battle Axe Culture: Piecing Together 
` the Age of Crushed Skulls 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
. Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 
- Part! 


This is Sparta: Fierce Warriors of the 
' Ancient World (Video) 


Statues of Powerful Egyptian Pharaohs 
` Found at Heliopolis Sun Temple 


How Master Potters Keep a 7000-Year-Old 
' Kimchi Tradition Alive (Video) 


St. Lucia's Flood: The Disaster That 
' Changed the Shape of Europe 


Disrupting Dogmatic History - 
' Stonehenge Wasn't a Calendar! 


Exploring the City of Caesars: 


Disrupting Dogmatic History - БАр ач v Le CN 
atagonia's Legendary Lost Ci 


' Stonehenge Wasn't a Calendar! 


MYTHS & LEGENDS ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY OPINION 


10 of the Wildest Creation Myths in 
History 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 


The Most Deadly Weapons of Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part 1 


Egypt (Video) 


sted Son 
th? | am 


The ancient tians er erful innov 
ith a diverse and deadly 


ivilizations 
humans - and the 
sort of 


world 
when it came to warfare 


arsenal of weapons at their disposal 


Ways a firm belie 
world that t dwell in - had s 
supernatural origins that he was born in a manger sur 


shepherds 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


15 of History's Most Advanced Ancient 
' Professor Cabrera – Part | 


Exploring the City of Caesars: 
' Civilizations (Video) 


` Patagonia's Legendary Lost City 


7 Amazing Ancient Technologies Too 
` Advanced for Their Time (Video) 


A Day in the Life of an Ancient Egyptian 
' Doctor (Video) 


New Evidence Suggests Masai Practice of 
' Bleeding Cows May Go Back 7,000 Years 


The Ancient ‘Computer’ That Simply 
' Shouldn't Exist (Video) 


Maya: Science Only Acknowledges Now 
· What Ancient Sages Knew About Reality 
5000 Years Ago 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its 
' Secrets of the Universe 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 
* our Cultures - Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


Mysterious Lake Monster Causes 
` Ancient Treasures – Part | 


' Underwater Eruption (Video) 


What is Shambhala? Understanding the 
' Mysterious Kingdom of Shambhala 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 
' Inscription 


OUR MISSION ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


de 
around the glo 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS - 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANI 


ae 


DELETE 
MINES 


General History & Archaeology 


Science & Space 


Q 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNE 


Home / News 


MAGAZINE 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


Free Greenla 


s of the 


Finaeus 
and an anc 
Antarc 


made approximately 3 


sufficient to result in th 


> B.I S| 
& THE ARK 
OF THE 
COVENANT 


T 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


f 


ja) SAVE 


\ Lew LIVES 


Evolution & Human Origins 


rid Map shows Antarctica without c 


TY'S PAST 


Mysterious Phenomena 


COVER ONE-SHOT 
STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS 
MAGAZINE #29 


RS 


nd And Antarctica 


Norld Map shows all of Greenland without ice at its « 


stal ice, all Greenland witl 


tic rebound 


ЕК. R Al 


uigantium 


Mercator Word 1809 Greeniand (trom sheets 3-4 


Gerard Mercator states in the 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


e limits 


North American ion of his 1 
dw 


of ancie. 


He then continues 


ANCIENT ROME 
SUGGESTED BOOKS 


THE 


MYSTERY 


oth = 


DOGGERLAND 


ATLANTIS INTHE NORTH SEA 
= at 


Workshop of Titian 


re 

India Nova 

knowledge, M 

statement are many well-knov 
as resulting 

Waldseemuller V 

America. Balboa, the fi 


afte 


r recognizes that North Am 
wn 16th-century maps o 
any known exploration by 


- Gerard Mercator 


fer to both North an 


or New India in the 

ca 

nericas which 
notable e» 


and the Le 


pofS 


Like this Preview and want to read on? You can! ( 


which cannot be explained by knowr 


A FREEEBOOKS MAGAZINE 


DONATE 
TODAY 


16th-Century Maps Reveal 1800 BC Ice 


MriyaAid.ca 


STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS MAGAZINE 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL 


THENON WESTE 
PEDIMENT 


ice free at 


in lower James Bay, it 


) and see what you're missing!! All Premium articles are available in full, with 


immediate access. 


For the price of a cup of coffee, you get this and all the other great benefits at Ancient 
Origins Premium. And - each time you support AO Premium, you support independent 


thought and writing. 


explained by Europ 
explorations. He is a m 
Explorers Club. His previous 


is the author of 


Merc: 


Top Image 


European 


Society and t 


18 | approve receiving emails 

By subscribing to Ancient-Orgins.net, you agree to receive 
email communications from us, as well as the Third Party 
services we use to manage our email campaigns, including 
Activecampaign, Substack, and Jeeng 


Please verify your request 


Я не робот 


Sign up to download 4 FREE eBOOKS 


MOST READ TODAY 


WEBINAIE 


2023, 12 noon Eastern 


Wednesday 19 J 
King Arth 
0. Man or Myth 


Anunbiased investigation 


Tony Sullivan 


MAGAZINE 


Or 


EE Content 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


and Gerardus Mercator of Rupelmonde at th 


CES 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


Catiline's Ambition: Born And 
Bred For Roman Consulship 


L. Sergius Catilina (106 


who eventually led a d rei 


Roman Repub 
vices of members of his class 


Catiline was 


Ptolemy Soter's Strategy: 
Becoming Pharaoh And A God Of 


Egypt 


Ptolemy |, one of the surviving generals of 


9t, but he had 


ate an impressive 


Richborough Fort, Ruins Of The 
Gateway To Roman Britain 
housand years ago the Richbo 


n Fort stood on the Isle 


d fi 


Wantsum Channel. This area 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


[rox THE aĝ 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Triumphs and Turmoil: 


Unraveling the 


volt against the 


odied the virtues and 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


BC), or Catiline, Culture Of Tu-lay 
British Isles 


and generation 


Henry VIII? 
n 1519, the French Kin 


satrap and that Henry VIII had 


gh 
of Thanet, off 


Emperor 
Although 
rom the Roman Empi 
mportant 
of land 
century between the 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


Smithsonian H the 


"IMES 
DER SPIEGEL 


Ehe 
New dork 


Cimes 


Legacy of the 


Severan Dynasty 


first beings 


What Did Ancient Greece 
- Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
» Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

' Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
· Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 
. Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


- Hostilius, the 


‚ Powerhouses 


' Code of Laws 


TOP NEW STORIES 


18,000-Year-Old Oregon Rockshelter May 
Be Oldest North American Site of Human 
Occupation 


What Was Sex Really Like in the Middle 
` Ages? (Video) 


Triumphs and Turmoil: Unraveling the 
' Legacy of the Severan Dynasty 


Roman Treasure Unveiled: York's Ryedale 
' Hoard (Video) 


Negev Desert Tombs Linked to Ancient 
` Trafficking of Sacred Prostitutes 


High Status Skeletal Find of 
» “Ivory Man" in Valencia Turns 
out To Be “Ivory Lady" 


Fact or Fiction? Tullus 


Roman Warrior King 


Genghis Khan: The Man Who 
‚ Forged the Most Feared 
Empire in History (Video) 


Mighty Queens: 8 Royal 


History (Video) 
Hammurabi and his God Given 


Hauser Legend 


Legendary 
(Video) 


Ghost Stories 


Who Shaped 
Murder? 


The Washing 


Revisiting The 6,000-Year-Old 
Submerged North Doggerland 


A recent find off the northernmost coast of 


the 


ed this 


Queen Katherine Of Aragon - 
Old And Deformed Wife Of 


Francis | quipped 
an old deformed wife 
while he himself is young and handsome 


ly assumed that the French King 


Procopius, Fourth Century AD 
Spy Who Became a Roman 


militarily formidable state at the turn of the 


fourth century. The famed Pax Romana - the 


CNN 


yton Post md 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


The Enigma of Sweden's Great 
Lake Beast (Video) 


Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 
. Light on Mysterious Kaspar 


Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 
. Artifacts Found in Arizona 


Haunting Tales: Exploring 4 of 
» the Most Famous Ancient 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
· Death: Was it Suicide or 


Accidental Find of Impeccably 


. Preserved Ming Dynasty 


Taizhou Mummy 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


18,000-Year-Old Oregon Rockshelter May 
Be Oldest North American Site of Human 
Occupation 


The Faces of Ancient Hominids Brought 


' to Life in Remarkable Detail 


The True Origins of Homo Sapiens 


' (Video) 


Picts, Gaels, and Scots: Exploring their 


- Mysterious (and Sometimes Mythical) 


Origins 
Mysterious Worlds: Travels to the Faerie 


' and Shamanic Realms 


The Real Last Kingdom- Bamburgh 
' Castle (Video) 


The Mysterious Aboriginal Rock Art of the 


' Wandjina Sky Beings 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


The Menehune of Hawaii — Ancient Race 
or Fictional Fairytale? 


In Hawaiian mythology 
e an ancient г 
in Hawaii 
olynesia. Many scholars attribute ancient 


structures 


Lovelock Cave: A Tale of Giants or A 
` Giant Tale of Fiction? 


The Marriage of the Sky and the Sea: 
' Visayan Creation Myths 


Baphomet: Was the Diabolical Demon 
* Really Worshipped by Knights Templars? 


· The great and powerful Xiongnu 


Riding the Seas: Kelpies, Hippocampus, 
' and More Monstrous Horses 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


The Hydraulic Telegraph of Aeneas – 
Long-Distance Communication of 
Antiquity 


y compared to the 
hnolog 


s may take for granted is the ability to 


Giant Handaxes Are Among Largest 


- Prehistoric Stone Tools Ever Unearthed 


in Britain 


Architecture of the Floating (Or Sinking) 


' City: How Was Venice Built? 
· How to Make a Neolithic Longbow (Video) 


Cooper's Ferry Site Yields Oldest Stone 


* Weaponry Found in the Americas 


2,200-Year-Old Stone Armor Reveals Qin 


' Shi Huang's Legacy 


OUR MISSION 


is our beginnings. 


em content with the story as it stands, our 


hat have ye 


beginnings. 


red and explained 


munity is dedic 
k to retell the 5 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


ory of our 


Dai Iu Mail 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Triumphs and Turmoil: 
Unraveling the Legacy of the 
Severan Dynasty 


The True Story of the First 
. Viking Invasion of England 
(Video) 


Skeletons Show Horrific 
. Injuries from The Battle of 
Towton (Video) 


How the US Stole Thousands 
· of Native American Children 
(Video) 


Ambushes and Betrayals: 7 
- Assassinations that Shook the 
Ancient World 


Stealing History: 10 of the 
- Most Tragic Artifact Thefts in 
History 


ANCIENT PLACES 


The Sutton Hoo Helmet: An Anglo-Saxon 
Treasure (Video) 


18,000-Year-Old Oregon Rockshelter May 
· Be Oldest North American Site of Human 
Occupation 


Roman Treasure Unveiled: York’s Ryedale 
` Hoard (Video) 


Swedish Expedition Strikes Gold Within 
* Royal Tombs in Cyprus 


Lovelock Cave: A Tale of Giants or A 
* Giant Tale of Fiction? 


Architect presents radical new theory that 
. Stonehenge was a two-storey, wooden 
feasting and performance hall 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part I 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 
' Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
- American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 
* our Cultures - Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 
' Ancient Treasures - Part | 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 
' Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus 


LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP -—— 


A FREEEBOOKS MAGAZINE 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 900 


Ox 


Strategize to survive 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


Home / News 


TOURS 


for Premium 
s-FREE Content 


m. 
A 


йе ANCIENT ORIGINS 
? | VIRTUAL TOURS 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


Ark of the Covenant: A Weapon, A Throne, 
A Temple - Part I THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


intriguing ancient mysteries. According to Biblical sources, it was constructed after Moses had 


С) = 
Y¥NCIENT ORIGINS 


Subscribe the chest. The Ark would serve as the observable sign of Yahweh's (the Hebrew name of God) 


ECAAES 


OF/THE-AGORA 
Bg ro 


freed the Israelites from Egypt in the wilderness, and items of spiritual significant were placed in 


и agree to receiving emails Read terms 


ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHERS == 


reflecting off'Snow ог ice 
The Inuit apd Yupik people 
carved snd 9099185 from 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS MaterialS¥Ound in theif 


Не удается связаться с сервисом 
геСАРТСНА 


Проверьте подключение к Интерне 
и перезагрузите страницу. 


Why the Ark? 


est military leaders of all time? According to Exodus 19:5-6 Yahweh made a covenant with the Israelites: "Now therefore, if ye 


base introduce yourse will obey my v indeed, and keep т 


covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 


above all pe for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unt a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel." It was 
believed this covenant brought about the construction of the Ark 


Another reason for the Ark's construction was political. The Israelites believed Yahweh to be their 


king, and by building it, gave them the ability to transport their monarchy were ever they went 
This also made the Ark a military weapon. If Yahweh was their king/god, then he was their 
commander, which made the Ark a weapon. Therefore, the Israelites needed a symbol that they 


could look to and it put fear into the minds of their enemies. More on this later. 


Sign up to download 4 FREE eBOOKS 


MOST READ TODAY 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Цїнотмжики 


TO 
й 


Сосиски 


«Бащинський» aDineñni: 
520г 


Купуйте 


WEBINAR 


Q 


Т 


THE ELUSIVE 
KING ALCINOUS 
AND THE PHAEACIANS 


€ 


PETROS KOUTOUPIS 


ANCIENT ROME 


The Construction of the Ark "X NCIENT&AZRIGINS| MAGAZINE 
According to the book of Exodus 25:10-22, construction of the Ark began at Mount Sinai E 


Have them make an ark of acaci and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and 


a cubit and a ha nside and out, and make a gold molding 


UNLEASH 

ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA around it. Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side ECEENTRIC 
and two rings on the other. Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert 10 

SUGGESTED BOOKS the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. The poles are to remain in the rings of + 


in the ark the tablets of the covenant law, which I CHRISTINE 
DE PIZAN 


ND, 25) 4 "i Ke] this ark; they are not to be removed. Then put 
^ 


will give you 


Me HENRY Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide m 

z hex cover Pana mbnn х TO HK 

уш vo che h мег «e опе cherub on 2 XU 
м1 OF низ 


Lost n ti erubim of on e with the cover, at 


| BROTHER the two ends. The cherubim are to have tt 
у ic 


with them. The cher 


m аге to face each other, looking toward the cover. Plac: 


те ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that I will give you. There, above the 


cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you 


LOOKING BOR SOME 


CAPTIVATING 
! E^ a ARTICLES? 
LEGENDS — | 


BROUGHT 
TO LIFE 


PARTNERS 


A model of the Ark of the Covenant from biblical description (Blake Patterson/ 


What is interesting about this is that the manufacture of not just the Ark but weapons also, took 


place at Mount Sinai 


NEXUS ==. 


MAGAZINE «c 


» m COSTUMES 

UM ARMOUR 
FOOTWEAR 

INSPIRATION 


TRADITION 


G 


ds-FREE Content 
This FREE PREVIEW is just a taste of the great benefits you can find at Ancient Origins 


Premium. 


Jo 2 (with easy, inst sess ) and reap the rewards: NO MORE ADS, NO Sponsored Stories 
POPUPS, GET FREE eBOOKS, JOIN WEBINARS, EXPEDITIONS, WIN GIFT GIVEAWAYS & 


more! 


Картины no 
HOMepaM 


z ies 


Your Memory Is Photographic If You 
A Can Name 10 Of These People... 


о WATCH: The Templars and the Ark of the Covenant - Follo g Ancient Clues with 
Graham Phillips 


Rea is an author and military historian. He has written numerous articles for Ancient 
Origins, Classical Wisdom Weekly, and has authored several books, including: Hebrew 


Security Cameras In Mexico Might 
Be Cheaper Than You Think 


_ See What Personalised 
^ Content We Have Bas... 


asami 


"c: m [aet orme covenant acts но | weapon [етн [эне [sn onner 
С [woe [етте в | Joven [ove [owt [my [ 


Україна вїдмовилась 
від переговорів щод... 


[=]COMMENTS/ 2 (3 Comments) 


Sponsored Content 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


t€ 


«Я ніколи більше He 
візьму в руки 
зброю»: як в Украї... 


Прощання з 
«Привидом Києва»: 
у столиці провели... 


Від єдиного ринку 
до суверенітету: що 
може отримати... 


Від Путіна 
вимагають 
звільнити Шойгу й... 


pba ax 


Розвідники 
виманили в Україну 
російський вертол... 


Не Індія, а Бхарат: 
країна планує 
офіційно змінити... 


Нові оборонні 
пакети та 
переговори з... 


Брак компетентних 
перекладачів – 
проблема номер... 


Українські військові 
висадилися в 
Криму: деталі від... 


Від гіганта 
техіндустрії до 
кандидата в... 


Виснаження для нас 
дорівнює смерті — 
Еміне Джапарова ... 


Security Cameras 
In Mexico Might 
Be Cheaper Tha... 


А See What 
Your Memory Is Photographic If You Can Ed 


Name 10 Of These People Correctly Content We Hav... 


Страх замість 
суворої відповіді: 
що відомо про ата... 


Від єдиного ринку 
до суверенітету: що 
може отримати... 


Від Путіна 
вимагають 
звільнити Шойгу й... 


САМ ВЕА 


Від Путіна 
вимагають 
звільнити Шойгу й... 


САМ ВЕА 


Сат Кеа іѕ а Мі 


Editor/Writ 


ir. Re 


a has pu 


Templar Treasure Said to Lie King Akhenaten Offers Clues to 
Under Sinai House in Burton, Finding the Lost Ark of the 


Says Expert Covenant 

An English historian is claiming a historic The Ark of the Covenant is perhaps I 

building in Burton is the final resting place of most famous archeological relic. | have been 

the legendary, lost Templar treasure. While fascinated with it ever since watching Raiders 
not a jot of evidence supports the notion that of the Lost Ark , the movie that kick-started so 


the Templar's many 


Possible Home of the Ark ofthe Like a Virgin? The Controversial 


Covenant Exposed in Israel Account of Mary, Mother of 
Archaeologists in Israel may have uncovered Jesus 
a link to the lost Ark of the Covenant, which The Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus, is one of 


y symbols of Christianity and a woman 
cult changed the 


has been the subject of so many books and 


movies. They have possibly uncovered a whose world. However, she 
may be one of the most misunderstood 
biblical people. According to. 


temple wit! 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


ic @ Smithsonian H the CNNI 


A THEs®2@2xTIMES _ fhe — _ p 
2 New dork The Washington Post ce 


DER SPIEGEL Times Daily Mail 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA IMPORTANT EVENTS 


A= 


History's 10 Most Ruthless Scientists Find ‘Weirdly How You Could Have Survived 
Queens and Brutal Rulers Unfamiliar Golden Orb’ on the Black Plague (Video) 
(Video) Alaska Sea Floor 

Surviving the Black Plague in the 
universe was once a big soup of Throughout history, powerful women Scientists recently monitoring the 14th-centun 
nothingness. Then, two things have wielded authority with filming activity of a remotely operated avoidinc 


Europe nec 


crowded areas, curtailing the 


happened: either Chaos or Gaia determination vehicle (ROV) deployed off the coast spread of the Bubonic plague through 
created the universe as we know it, or of Alaska spotted something airborne transmission 
Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to the mysterious and otherworldly 


first beings 


The Voyage of Aeneas of Troy: Henry VIII's gruesome The Legend of Sambation Anne Askew - Stretched on 


` Did it Really Happen? . execution of Margaret Pole * River and the Ten Lost Tribes » the Rack Until Her Tendons 
What Did Ancient Greece (Video) of Israel Snapped (Video) 

» Really Look Like? A Visual . The Rule of Ensi Gudea and The Enduring Mystery and How a 500-Year-Old Chinese 
Tour (Video) the Golden Age of Lagash . Апсїепї Artistry of Bolivia’s . ‘Bagel’ Helped Win a War 
Behind the Scenes of Ancient Sennacherib's Prisms Reveal Sajama Eines ier) 

* Greece: Exploring the Daily » the Glorious Reign of an Exploring the Enigma of the In 1529 AD, Soldier’s Called a 
Life of its People (Video) Assyrian King * Hellfire Club: Dublin's * Ceasefire Over Swiss Milk 
Trove of Ancient Artifacts . A Digit of Devotion: Buddha's Soledad Soup (еш) 

Discovered in Paestum Finger Bone The Enigma of Sweden's Great The Gutian Invasion: What 


` Include Dolphin Statuette of ` Lake Beast (Video) · Really Caused the Fall of the 


Recreating Henry V's 


A ira? 
DM * Gruesome Arrow Removal Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New PERRO Empires 
Theia—Greek Goddess of Surgery (Video) * Light on Mysterious Kaspar The Rise and Fall of the 

* Light, the Sun, the Moon, and Hauser Legend » Mighty Bulgars and the First 
Wisdom Bulgarian Empire 


TOP NEW STORIES HUMAN ORIGINS ANCIENT PLACES 


— 


What Viking Hygiene Was Like (Video) The Exodus - Scientific Evidence Buried for One Thousand Years: The Eerie 
Graveyard of the Vikings 


During the Viking era, Norse people placed a strong The story of the Hebrews departing from Egypt after 
emphasis on hygiene and grooming God' cursed the Egyptians with ten plagues sounds Lindholm Hoje is an ancient graveyard of the 


like a fairy tale in which a vengeful God with Vikings that had b thousand years 
superpowers punishes the Egyptians for not buried beneath thousands of tons of sand. As many 


as 700 burials, along with the remains of 
settlements 


Fossils from Two Ancient Human The Origins of Human Beings According Baltinglass Hill: Ireland's Forgotten 


` Ancestors Complete Trip into Space ' to Ancient Sumerian Texts ` Gobekli Тері? 
_ Could Medieval Chain Mail Armor Stop _ Oldest Human Ancestors May Have · The Mysterious Dolmens of the Caucasus 
Arrows Piercing? (Video) Evolved Nine Million Years Ago in Turkey 


The Great City of Uruk Became Sumerian 


Largest Collection of Cave Art Found in 7.2 million-Year-Old Pre-Human Fossil A » Powerhouse of Technology, Architecture 

' Eastern Spain Dated to 22,000 BC ` Challenge to Out of Africa? and Culture 

. Peruvian Hairless Dogs ‘As Important as . Surtr: Norse Mythology's Giant God of _ El Tajín, The Lost City of a Mysterious 
Machu Picchu' (Video) Fire and Apocalypse People 

. Tracks on a South African Beach Offer . The human skull that challenges the Out . The Great Serpent Mound of Ohio, the 
Oldest Evidence Yet of Human Footwear of Africa theory Largest Earthen Effigy in the World 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


OPINION 


iW 


The Real Story of Medusa: Protective Could Medieval Chain Mail Armor Stop Cracking the Code to Discover Ancient 

Powers from a Snake-Haired Gorgon Arrows Piercing? (Video) Tarot Symbolism and Forgotten Universal 
Knowledge 

In ancient Greek mythology, Medusa is the most We tend to think of Medieval knights as wearing 


famous of three monstrous sisters known as the heavy 


plate armor but in reality much of their time How old is the Tarot? This is a question that seems 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS - 


FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


ЕЭ 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY ОЕ HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology 


Home / News 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


Qu IENTC 


ECHOES. 


OF-THE-AGORA 
(00 Em ac ctm tnn 


CHILDREN KIDNAPPED BY RUSSIA... 


Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


p 


я 


THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


Kuruhinna Tharaagandu, Maldives? 
Forgotten Buddhist Past 


The Maldives is a tropical paradise that attracts visitors from all 
however, more to the beautiful island nation than pristine beaches 
Kuruhinna 


It has a long history and many important Tharaagandu, a 


stsite on the main island, is one of the most important reminders of the nation's 


Buddhist past 


The 


Little is known about the islands' past or 


that it was a 


The History of Kuruhinna Tharaagandu 


5 was first populated in around 1500 BC by migrants from 


ulture as 


id was ruled by queens 


ANCHNT GREEK PHILOSOPHERS 


According to legend, at some time in the 3 rd century BC, pos: 


he Great , Aryans from India settled in the Maldives and established a kingdom. They became 
patrons of Buddhism and The 3 was the dominant b 
the islands. The 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS and 


Location of Kuruhinna Tharaagandu, Maldives ( 


Kuruhinna Tharaagandu was a Buddhist and a pilgrimage site patronize 


local king and the aristocracy. The monastery flourished during the 7 th and 8 th centur 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


© Buddhism in the Maldives | Wikipedia a... e ^ 
x vy Ss \Gmorpete.. Поделиться 


The Maldives was visited by sailors and missionaries anc r time, Islam spread 


which le the 
Without the patronage of the king, the monastery was unable to 


through the inhabitants. The king made Islam the stat 


on the island 
continue, and the monks may 


ANCIENT ROME 


ubject to periods of pe 


the entire population converted to Islam, the site was abandoned and lay forgotten 


The Buddhist Monastery at Kuruhinna Tharaagandu, Maldives 
The site had been for many years and was largely o en it was 
excavated and many of the remains gists revealed that the monastery 


was half a mile (1 k 4 circular and semi-circular stone structures were 


discovered, the maj 


taken from the sea 


ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


a remains at the archaeological site were likely places of burial for leading 


He удается связаться C сервисом 
reCAPTCHA. 


Проверьте подключение к Интерне 
и перезагрузите страницу. 


Sign up to download 4 FREE eBOOKS 


MOST READ TODAY 


WEBINARIS 
2 
THE ELUSIVE 
KING ALCINOUS 
AND THE PHAEACIANS 


"we 


PETROS KOUTOUPIS 


Eventually, as 


MAGAZINE 


UNLEASH 
THE 
ECCENTRIC 


10 
+ 


CHRISTINI 
DE PIZAN 


MISyOIC Hi 

^ TO HIGH Пиш KICKS 
v fitus 
ALLURE OF SHOES. 


UTIFUL & BIZARRE TRENDS OF THE PAST 


REE C 


Content 


y have faded badly. Foundations 


dences of the monks terholes, and a trea etrove of 


close to a flight o were important in Buddhist rituals and 


sed as a currency in the early Middle Ages 


As the structures were made of coral they h by the 


but one of the largest remaining structures is the chaitya, a s e or a prayer hal 


found in Indian religions 


n 2008 the donated a sum 


although there seems little ur y among many in the 


rs that it will be attacked by 


uddhist artifacts in the nationa se nre 


The Journey to Kuruhinna Tharaagandu, Maldives 
The Buddhist site is two hours from the capital of Malé, on the island of Kaashidhoo in Maldives 
As the journey to the area is long 
a number of excellent hotels near the 
No entry fee is charged at th nd no info n boards are erected at 


the location about its history, but the f hired, are know eable 


[п зм, [у е [тз СВ 
Section: | News | 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


| 


ЫШ EET) EET ETT) | anota me creat SY [ит | мечит 


ааа | анн | а Гета ааа) 


== |COMMENTS/ (1 Comment) 


n and I graduated witt 


worked in the Lime 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


Smithsonian H the 


THEs2QESTIMES Ehe К ae 
Хеш огк The Washington 
DER SPIEGEL 


NATIONAL — m 
GEOGRAPHIC < 


K 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Times 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


— E a 


The Tower of London’s 
Haunted History (Video) 


Scientists Find ‘Weirdly 
Unfamiliar Golden Orb’ on 
Alaska Sea Floor 


iam the 


and even a zoo 


first beings 


The Legend of Sambation 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


}) 0 St i Я V 1 
Dai iu Mail 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


t 


What Life Was Like for a 
Medieval Crusader (Video) 


niform 


Noble 


How You Could Have Survived 


_ The Voyage of Aeneas of Troy: 
Did it Really Happen? 


What Did Ancient Greece 
» Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
* Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

` Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 


History's 10 Most Ruthless 


* Queens and Brutal Rulers 


(Video) 
Henry Vill's gruesome 


» execution of Margaret Pole 


(Video) 
The Rule of Ensi Gudea and 


' the Golden Age of Lagash 


Sennacherib's Prisms Reveal 


· the Glorious Reign of an 


Assyrian King 
A Digit of Devotion: Buddha's 


' Finger Bone 


* River and the Ten Lost Tribes 


of Israel 
The Enduring Mystery and 


· Ancient Artistry of Bolivia's 


Sajama Lines 
Exploring the Enigma of the 


* Hellfire Club: Dublin's 


Haunted Secret 
The Enigma of Sweden's Great 


` Lake Beast (Video) 


Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 


* Light on Mysterious Kaspar 


` the Black Plague (Video) 


Anne Askew - Stretched on 


* the Rack Until Her Tendons 


Snapped (Video) 
How a 500-Year-Old Chinese 


» ‘Bagel’ Helped Win a War 


(Video) 
In 1529 AD, Soldier's Called a 


* Ceasefire Over Swiss Milk 


Soup (Video) 


The Gutian Invasion: What 


* Really Caused the Fall of the 


* Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Why Are Mysterious Handbags Prevalent 
in Ancient Carvings Worldwide? 


_ Ezekiel's Tomb: Transcending Religious 
Boundaries (Video) 


Galileo Gives the Finger: Defiance of the 
' Catholic Church Immortalized 


_ Quipu: An Enigmatic Communication 
System of Ancient Peru (Video) 


The Tragic History of Saint Ephraim 
' Monastery in Greece 


_ Only Men Can Visit Okinoshima Island in 
Japan and They Must Strip Naked First 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


1 — 


Ten Mythical Creatures in Ancient Folklore 


from Around the World 


and 


beings have 


. The Tower of London's Haunted History 
(Video) 


* The Ant People of the Hopi 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its 
` Secrets of the Universe 


Lilith: Ancient Demon, Dark Deity or 
' Sensual Goddess? 


. The Disturbing True Story of the Pied 
Piper of Hamelin 


Hauser Legend 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Evolutionary Genetics and the 
Neanderthal Inside Us (Video) 


Galileo Gives the Finger: Defiance of the 


' Catholic Church Immortalized 


Paradise Lost: Gulf Oasis Was Home to 


- Earliest Humans that Existed Africa – But 


What Forced them Out? 
The Origins of Human Beings According 


' to Ancient Sumerian Texts 


Near-Extinction of Our Human Ancestors 


` Revealed by Genetic Research 


The human skull that challenges the Out 


' of Africa theory 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Sweet Track, a 6,000-year-old Testament 
of Prehistoric Ingenuity 


Strange Medieval Weapons: Throwing 


' Darts (Video) 


Ten amazing inventions from ancient 


' times 


6 Advanced Ancient Inventions Beyond 


' Modern Understanding 


The Strange History of the Toothpick: 


» Neanderthal Tool, Deadly Weapon, and 


Luxury Possession 
Poisonous Pigments: History's Deadliest 


' Colors 


Akkadian Empire? 


ANCIENT PLACES 


The Templar Tunnel: Knight's Strategic 
Passageway Was Lost for 700 Years 


Medieval Palace Unearthed: 


' Archaeologists Swarm Scottish Borders 


Ancient Mesopotamia and the Rise of 


' Civilization 


Babylon: Ancient Site, Modern Problems 


` (Video) 


Ezekiel's Tomb: Transcending Religious 


' Boundaries (Video) 


Tulou, China's Ancient Circular Walled 


' Homes (Video) 


OPINION 


Cracking the Code to Discover Ancient 
Tarot Symbolism and Forgotten Universal 
Knowledge 


Naupa Iglesia: An Egyptian Portal in the 


` Andes? 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


· Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


- Part! 
Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


* American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


_ The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


our Cultures - Part | 


OUR MISSION ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


people may stands, our 


па surprising artifa red and explained 


as well as 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 
A project of Stella Novus 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


RECONSTRUCTING T 


Home / hydraulic 


HE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


ANCIENT ROME 
SUGGESTED BOOKS 


THE 


MYSTERY 


Greek Mythology 


he 
g 1р of 
nothingness. Then, two 
S or Gaia 


ned: either Ch. 


created the univer: e know it, o 
Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to the 


first beings 


What Did Ancient Greece 
» Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
· Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

` Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
. Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece’s East Attica In 
. Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


The Hydraulic Telegraph of 

Aeneas - Long-Distance 

Communication of Antiquity 
chnology have d cally 


mpared to 


Castle in the Sand: Arg-e Bam as 
a Pillar of Middle-Eastern 
Longevity 

Iran's Arg-e Bam, Bam Citadel, once stood а 
a pillar of longevity in the Mid 

Created upon t 

h-4th centuries BC) 
and building on the commercial 


Achaemenid Empire ( 


Tipón, Peru and The Hydro 
Engineering Marvel of the Inca 


awe-inspiring acc 


Empire 


Fact or Fiction? Tullus 
Hostilius, the Legendary 
Roman Warrior King 


Genghis Khan: The Man Who 
» Forged the Most Feared 
Empire in History (Video) 


Mighty Queens: 8 Royal 
- Powerhouses Who Shaped 
History (Video) 


Hammurabi and his God Given 
' Code of Laws 


Ashurbanipal: The Most 
' Powerful Man on Earth (Video) 


How Leonardo da Vinci Made 
. a "Satellite" Map in 1502 
(Video) 


STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS. 
MAGAZINE #29 


Russian Divers Discover Ancient 
Roman Sea Fortress at Tartus 
Dmitry Tatarkov, director of the Institute of 
Social Sciences and I ational Relations 
dar News that Russian 
scientists from Sev University 


have made a series of. 


5,100-year-old Hydraulic 
System Found in China is the 
Oldest in the World 

Four years of excavations have unearthed an 
imme 


ngineering project created in 


5,100 years ago. This pre 


Enormous 2,300-year-old 
Roman water basin unearthed 
in the heart of Rome 

A very large Roman water basin that once 


held more than fo 
been disc er: ft) 


million liters vater has 
below 
street | n the heart of Rome 
Archaeologists are saying it is the 


] 


The Enigma of Sweden's Great 
Lake Beast (Video) 


Storsjó Lake Monster 


Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 
+ Light on Mysterious Kaspar 
Hauser Legend 


Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 
. Artifacts Found in Arizona 
(Video) 


Haunting Tales: Exploring 4 of 
» the Most Famous Ancient 
Ghost Stories 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
‚ Death: Was it Suicide or 
Murder? 


Accidental Find of Impeccably 
. Preserved Ming Dynasty 
Taizhou Mummy 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


FREEEBOOKS ^ MAGAZINE 


(x 


)MedStock 


STELLA NOVUS LTD.: 
ANCIENT ORIGINS MAGAZINE 


ow > 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


PARTHENON WESTE 
PEDIMENT 


W | approve receiving emails 

By subscribing to Ancient-Orgins.net, you agree to receive 
email communications from us, as well as the Third Party 
services we use to manage our email campaigns, including 
Activecampaign, Substack, and Jeeng 


Please verify your request 


Я не робот 


MOST READ TODAY 


WEBINAR 


Wednesday 19 Jul¥ 2023, 12 noon Eastern 


King Arthur 


3 Man or Myth 


An unbiased investigation 


Tony Sullivan 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


mm 


Skeletons Show Horrific 


Injuries from The Battle of 
Towton (Video) 


How the US Stole Thousands 
· of Native American Children 
(Video) 


Ambushes and Betrayals: 7 
- Assassinations that Shook the 
Ancient World 


Stealing History: 10 of the 
- Most Tragic Artifact Thefts in 
History 


Empire Builders: Ancient 
„ Leaders Who Shaped History 
(Video) 


Dies Sanguinis: Rome's Day 
- of Blood, Sacrifice & Military 
Might 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Archaeologists in Britain Shocked to Find 
25 Mesolithic Period Pits 


ns that took 


питепѓа 


Maya Canoe Found іп Sinkhole Provides 
* Clues to Belief in Underworld 


Debunking The Myths of Tutankhamun 
' with Top Egyptologist (Video) 


From a King's Refuge to Buddhist 
' Grandeur: Dambulla Cave Temple 


The True Origins of Homo Sapiens 
' (Video) 


Giant Handaxes Are Among Largest 
‚ Prehistoric Stone Tools Ever Unearthed 
in Britain 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


entity has been 
rful tribe 


Riding the Seas: Kelpies, Hippocampus, 
' and More Monstrous Horses 


Ivan Turbinca - The Man Who Belonged 
' in Neither Heaven Nor Hell 


Beyond Myth and Legend: Tracing the 
- Footsteps of Unicorns in Ancient 
Cultures 


Fact or Fiction? Tullus Hostilius, the 
' Legendary Roman Warrior King 


‚ Thuggees - The Cult Assassins of India 


The Faces of Ancient Hominids Brought 


' to Life in Remarkable Detail 


Zecharia Sitchin and the Mistranslation of 


' Sumerian Texts 


The Water of Life: Alcohol as Medicine 


' Through the Ages 


How DNA Analysis Ended Scientific 


. Disputes in the Case of the Kennewick 


Man 
Proof of Evolution You Can Find on Your 


' Body (Video) 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Giant Handaxes Are Among Largest 
Prehistoric Stone Tools Ever Unearthed in 
Britain 


unearthed in Britain 


· How to Make a Neolithic Longbow (Video) 


2,200-Year-Old Stone Armor Reveals Qin 


' Shi Huang's Legacy 


The Copper Age: When Metallurgy Came 


' to Rule the World 


The Oldest Hand-sewn Boat Wreck in the 


* Mediterranean to Resurface 


The Disc of Sabu: Ancient Egyptian Water 


' Pump or Alien Hyperdrive? 


Eridu: The Sumerian Garden of Eden and 


` the Oldest City in the World? 


The Monumental and Mysterious Silbury 


` Hill 


From a King's Refuge to Buddhist 


* Grandeur: Dambulla Cave Temple 


Can You Name the Seven Wonders of the 


` Ancient World? 


Seahenge: A Subaquatic Monument of 


' the European Bronze Age 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part I 


shep 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


' Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


‚ American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 
The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


' our Cultures – Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


' Ancient Treasures – Part | 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 


' Inscription 


OUR MISSION 


By bringing to 
ancient places, inv 
the origins of our species o t earth 


beginnings 


eries and qu 


and question wherever t| 


eginnings 


ientific 


digging into 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 
A project of Stella Novus 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


OUR MISSION ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


e the only Pop Archa 


By bringin writings, tours 


ries and ous happenings. Our open community is dedicated to digging into 


h, and que er th о retell the у of our 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


An unforgettable cultural immersion experience of Hellenic heritage 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


Ry [ENT Origins 


Japan’s Ancient Secret to Better 
Cognitive Memory (Video) 


Piss | | PARTHENON WESTE 
[С PEDIMENT 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


Japan's ancient secret to better cognitive memory lies in the centuries-old a tool that 
has largely been abandoned globally but remains prevalent in Japan education. Thousands 
of students in Japan continue to learn proficiency on the abacus, a skill that has been passed 


down through generations 


Advocates of the 
of beads, combined with mental c 

ribut Its are astounding 
The connection between physical movement and mental processing encourages a more active 


and dynamic learning experience, offering valuable insights into how traditional tools and 


methods can still play a significant role in modern education 


SAPAN E SECRET b 2.6.2... 


BBC является британской 
общественной вещательной... 
"== =, me а 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


MOST READ TODAY 


Top image: Japanese antique abacus. Source. / Adobe Stock. 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


CES CE CEES COED 


add [n Ds CII) 
Eme 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


MYSTERIOU: 
Ancient Chinese abacus 
receives UNESCO recognition 


Ё SAN ETERMAL Ju ERSHIP 
The abacus , also called a counting frame, is ў F2 


a calculating that was in use centuries 
before the adoption of the written modern 
numeral m and is still widely used by 


merchants, traders and 


PARTNERS The Whitechapel \ 
Canonical Five | 


` JACK THE RIPPER'S VICTIMS 
p j 


, » Jonathon Perrin 


Wedr 23 astern 


US = 
MAGAZINE «cum 


NNER TR DITIONS AN 
BEARCICOME 


ot Fame & Ancient 


RED. "Эш, Celebrity Culture 


The True Story Was Alexander the Krishna 


of Joan of Arc Greo! Really that Great? Man ot Myth? 


PIUS amazing Discoveries ot me Home ot o sumerian Hero God 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


= 
= 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


Smithsonian H the 


“TIMES | She я n" f 
Хеш йок The Washington Post Áo 
Cimes Daily Mail 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


THES 
/NEWS 


DER SPIEGEL 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA IMPORTANT EVENTS 


—— — 
me ona oe ет, * 
"uw M X : 


BY uy ех 


nothingness. Then, two things 
ned: either Chaos or Gaia 
ated the universe as we know it, or 
Ouranos and Tethys birth to the 


first beings 


Greece's East Attica In 
· Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


Mother and Child Reunion Of 
' Thetis And Achilles 


Seductive Sirens of Greek 
· Mythology and How Heroes 
Resisted Them 


Celestial Goddess Selene: The 
· Ancient Greek Goddess of the 
Moon 


Pegasus of Greek Mythology: 
- Majestic Winged Horse of 
Mount Olympus 


How Native American Chief 
Kondiaronk Shaped More Than 
North America 


dary Native 

О dat people 
in New France who faced the 
challenge of leading his people in the 
face of war and destruction 


Psusennes: The Silver 


» Pharaoh with Treasures to 


Rival Tutankhamun's 


How Ancient Greek 
Philosopher Diogenes 


' Teaches Us: Live Simply, Find 


Happiness (Video) 


Frumentarii - The Roman 


' Emperor's Eyes and Ears 


9 Ancient Leaders Who 


» Changed the Course of 


History 
Leonardo da Vinci's Codex 


* Leicester: A Masterpiece of 


Science and Art 


Tracing the Unknown Origins 
of the Enigmatic Nomoli 
Figures 


d has it that the f Sierra 
raordinary stone 


hunting for diamonds 


Starseeds: Psychologists On 


» Why Some People Think 


They're Aliens Living On Earth 
glia: A Dark and 


10 Great Mysteries Hidden in 


' Famous Paintings (Video) 


Archaeology Enigmas: Four 
* Mystery Doors That Should 
Never be Opened (Video) 


The Enigmatic Te Lapa lights, 
- Utilized by Polynesians for 
Ocean Navigation 


How Native American Chief 
Kondiaronk Shaped More Than 
North America 


ry Native 
n Chief of the 
v France who faced 


ndat people 


e of leading his 


Extermination of the Wu Hu 
» and the Merciless Policies of 
General Ran Min 


Archaeologist Digs for 
Evidence of the Rosetta 

' Stone's Ancient Egyptian 
Rebellion 


Film Footage Provides 
* Intimate View of HMS 
Gloucester Shipwreck 


Royal Mistress Jane Shore 
* Walked Streets of London in 
her Underwear 


Top 8 Legendary Parties - 
* Iconic Celebrations in Ancient 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Tracing the Unknown Origins of the 
Enigmatic Nomoli Figures 


Legend has it that the people of Sierra Leone in 
Africa first ur и f a0rdinary 
S jures w g their land or hunting for 


. Why Mud Wrestlers Give Up Everything 
for An Ancient Sport (Video) 


Copious Copper Supplies Made Cyprus a 
` Trading Center 3,500 Years Ago 


_ How Five of The Oldest Cooking 
Traditions Survived Centuries (Video) 


Greece's East Attica In Antiquity: 
· Playground Of Gods, Heroes And 
Heroines 


Starseeds: Psychologists On Why Some 
· People Think They're Aliens Living On 
Earth 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


Starseeds: Psychologists On Why Some 
People Think They're Aliens Living On 


ple on Earth who believe 


· The Lost Cycle of Time - Part 1 


The Pyramid Complex and the Hopi: 
» Creation Myth Sheds Light on Building 
Plan 


. When Kalki the Destroyer Descends, the 
Apocalypse Begins 


. What is Shambhala? Understanding the 
Mysterious Kingdom of Shambhala 


. The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse: 
Unleashing the End of the World 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


The Christ And The Buddha: How Can You 
Explain the Uncanny Similarities? 


Buddhism and Christianity arose independently of 
each other, separated as they were by alr 3,00 
miles and at least 500 years. In terms of religious 


belief systems they are even farther apart 


7.2 million-Year-Old Pre-Human Fossil 


· Suggests Mankind Arose in Europe NOT 


Africa 


The origins of human beings according to 


' ancient Sumerian texts 


Ancient DNA Analysis Reconstructs 


' Legacy of the Biblical Levites 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


» Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


- Part! 
Neanderthal-Human Sex Caused a Million 


' Covid Deaths 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Nikola Tesla Revealed an Astounding 
Theory About the Pyramids (Video) 


The Ancient ‘Computer’ That Simply 


' Shouldn't Exist (Video) 


12 Most Mysterious Ancient Technologies 


' Scientists Still Can't Explain (Video) 


Bombshell Study Calls Astronomical 


» Theories of the Nebra Sky Disk 


“Obsolete” 


Is this a 300 million-year-old screw or just 


' a fossilized sea creature? 


Is Archaeology Getting it Wrong? 


* ‘Ancient Stone Tools’ Accidentally Made 


by Modern Monkeys 


History 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Is There More to the Mechanics of the 
Great Pyramid? 


covered chamber above the main (N 
entrance t e Pyramid of Khufu, also kn 


the Great 


Clay Wonders: The Handmade Figurines 


' of Djenne-Djenno 


15 Incredible Ancient Buildings and 


` Structures (Video) 


Copious Copper Supplies Made Cyprus a 


' Trading Center 3,500 Years Ago 


15 Amazing Aqueducts of the Ancient 


* World (Video) 


The Enigma of the Dwarfie Stane, Ancient 


' Tomb of Orkney 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part 1 


What is the origin of the legend of the Christed Son 
n on Dec ?| am 
niliar with his legend which states 


rn in a manger surrounded by 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


' Professor Cabrera – Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


» American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 
The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


' our Cultures – Part | 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 


' Inscription 


OUR MISSION ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


ue as human be our beginnings 


ientific 


peer-reviewed academic г ch and e 


and hist id the 
e combining scientific research wi 


s and authors, this archaeology w st ours 
discoveries and q digging into 
›п planet earth, ar ) Is. We « to ti of our 


nnings 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 
A project of Stella Novus 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER 


RECONSTRUCTING THE 


General History & Archaeology 


Home / News 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


Sa = 


\ 


Q IENTC TN mns 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


ANCIENT EGYPT 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


PARTNERS 


In-depth articles 
on alternative 
health, future science, 


US 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


ied: either Ch 
d the un 
Ouranos and Tethys g 


first beings 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 


' Include Dolphin Statuette of 


Eros 
Theia—Greek Goddess of 


· Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 


Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 
- Antiquity: Playground Of 


Gods, Heroes And Heroines 
Mother and Child Reunion Of 


Thetis And Achilles 
Seductive Sirens of Greek 


» Mythology and How Heroes 


Resisted Them 


LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


I-spreading Covid-19 virus, inoculation has become a hot 
topic t ghout se f vorld. Regardless of what side y 
t China and India to 18th- 


inoculat s to this point is a fascinating one. From ancie 


century Britain, inoculation methods have travelled far and wide to protect people from certain 


diseases 


рох, dating back to 


(Wellcome Collection / P 


Early Inoculation Aimed at Eradicating Smallpox 
The early methods of inoculation all focused on one specific but deadly 


е: smallpox. The 


ords of inoculation all describe it as an attempt to eliminate smallpox from China, and 


eventually eradicated entirely by 1980, with the last known natural outbreak of sma 


occurring in the US in 1949 


Vaccination has certainly evolved since the time of early inoc ion in Asia and Europe. With so 


many mandatory vaccines for infants, children, and adults re certainly no longer live in the 
at the time of small pox in the early 16th to 20th centuries. The journey 
was a long one filled with medical experimentation and uncertainty. To see 


we must first start where the first records of inoculation come from: China 


bs 


nese tract on 
1 could take plac 


Oi 


Where Was Inoculation First Developed: China or India? 
The earliest records of inoculation are believed to stem back all the way to sometime around 
1000 AD. Though there are not many records of this, it is thought that inoculation was first 

d by a Taoist or Buddhis 
which discouraged official recordi 


nonks and involved a combination of medicine and magic 

of this practice. The first official account of inoculation 
attempts was not created until 1549, when it was recorded in an ancient medical book. This 
record claimed that inoculation had potentially induced menstruation in some women, which 


indicated that this must have been at I t common medical procedure by this time 


Records of China's use of inoculation continues into the late 1600s with the Khangxi emperor. 
This emperor publicly proclaimed that he had successfully inoculated himself and his entire 

family with smallpox to prevent illness and death from the disease. This encouraged Chinese 
physicians to publish medical manuals describing common inoculation methods to the public 


These manuals included early methods such as taking the scabs of infected patients and 
crushing them into powder to be snorted or consumed as a drink mixed with water. Fluid from 
smallpox pustules would also be collected on cloth and stuffed up the noses of those wishing to 


be inoculated in an attempt to produce an immune response 


me argue, however, that India developed true inoculation first, since India used needles 
before China did. Records from the 18th century reveal that Indian Brahmins would take sharp 
iron needles and dip them in the pustule of an infected person before poking the needle into the 


skin of an uninfected person 


In addition to using needles first, a written record from 1731 by Oliver Coult states that the 


ears previous to his writing. This would suggest that this method was being used around 
a 


Os, around the same time as inoculation origins in China. Other texts claim that 
inoculation has been performed in India for thousands of years 


1731 Coult acco 


ї any texts from before the 


int only discuss smallpox and its treatment rather than inoculation specifically 


Though it is unc t, many historians 
that both methods evolved independent of one another. Rather than it starting 
ible that they 

th 


which country started using inoculation practices 
believ n one 


5005 


900s re has bee 


e 
will have to be found and analyzed t 


out these timelines 


publishing of a letter from Emanuel Timonius at Constantinople in th 
of the Royal Society . This r was read to the Royal Society by John Woodward, which then 
influenced others to send their own letters communicating information they knew about 


inoculation in other countries such as China, India, and Afric 


With this information spreading across Europe 
Ambassador to the O 


inoculation working first-hand. Remembered as a "trailblazing 18th-century scientist and early 


Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, wife of British 
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However, they v warier of inoculation than some other countries. In fact, they were so 

concerned with the effects of medical experimentation that they first tried smallpox inoculation on 
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to be fairly 


inadvertently led to the liberation of many prisoners since inoculation proved itself 


effective 


ward Jenner, an English physician, began studying the effects of inoculation in the late 1700s 
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other methods of inoculation for smallpox. He began to 
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Though some physicians believed this meant the farmers had once had smallpox, they 
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being inoculated experienced any symptoms 
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17 Out-of-Place Artifacts Said to Suggest 
High-Tech Prehistoric Civilizations 
Existed 


Times 


Epoch Times 


According to the conventional view of history, humans have only walked the Earth in our present 
form for some 200,000 years. Advanced civilizations appeared several thousand years ago, but 
much of the mechanical ingenuity we know in modern times began to develop only around the 
Industrial Revolution a couple hundred years ago 


Oopart (out-of-place artifact) is a term applied to dozens of prehistoric objects found in various 
places around the world that seem to show a level of technological advancement incongruous 


with the times in which they were made Я ue робот 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Many scientists attempt to explain them using natural phenomena. Others say such explanations 
ignore the mounting evidence that prehistoric civilizations possessed advanced technological 
knowledge that was lost throughout the ages only to be redeveloped in modern times 


We will look at a variety of ooparts here ranging in purported origin from millions of years ago to 
merely hundreds of years ago, but all said to show advancement well ahead of their time 


We do not claim that all or any ofthe ooparts are definitive evidence of advanced prehistoric 
civilizations, but rather attempt to provide a brief glimpse at what's known or hypothesized about 
i aus Р MOST READ TODAY 


these artifacts. This is not a comprehensive list of all ooparts, but it is a substantial sampling 


17. 2,000-Year-Old Batteries? 
NORSE MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


MYSTERIOU 


ht: An illustration of a Baghdad battery from museum artifact pictures. (IronieMWikimedia 


Commons) 


Clay jars with asphalt stoppers and iron rods made some 2,000 years ago have been proven 
capable of generating more than a volt of electricity. These ancient "batteries" were found by 


German archaeologist Wilhelm Konig in 1938 just outside of Baghdad, Iraq 


The batteries have always attracted interest as curios," Dr. Paul Craddock, a metallurgy expert 
at the British Museum, told the BBC in 2003. “They are a one-off. As far as we know, nobody 
else has found anything like these. They are odd things; they are one of life's enigmas 


16. Ancient Egyptian Light Bulb? 
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Jensen/Wikimedia Commons) 
of Fome & Ancient 
Ww Celebrity Culture. 


A relief beneath the Temple of Hathor at Dendera, Egypt, depicts figures standing around a large 
light-bulb-like object. Erich Von Däniken who wrote “Chariot of the Gods, "created a model of the 
bulb which works when connected to a power source, emitting an eerie, purplish light 


Was Alexander the Krishna 
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A historic photo of the "wall" found in Rockwall, Texas. (Public Domain) 


n 1852, in what is now known as Rockwall Co., Texas, farmers digging a well discovered what 


appeared to be an ancient rock wall. Estimated to be some 200,000 to 400,000 years old, some 
say it's a natural formation while others say it's clearly man-made 


Dr. John Geissman at the University of Texas in Dallas tested the rocks as part of a History 
Channel documentary. He found they were all magnetized the same way, suggesting they 

formed where they are and were not moved to that site from elsewhere. But some remain 

unconvinced by this single TV-show test and ask for further studies 


Geologist James Shelton and Harvard-trained architect John Lindsey have noted elements that 
seem to be of architectural design, including archways, linteled portals, and square openings 
that resemble windows 


14. 1.8-Billion-Year-Old Nuclear Reactor? 


Nuclear reactor site, Oklo, Gabon Republic. (NASA) 


In 1972, a French factory imported uranium ore from Oklo, in Africa's Gabon Republic. The 
uranium had already been extracted. They found the site of origin to have apparently functioned 
as a large-scale nuclear reactor that came into being 1.8 billion years ago and was in operation 


nnn 


for some 500,000 years 


Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg, former head of the United States Atomic Energy Commission and Nobel 
Prize winner for his work in the synthesis of heavy elements, explained why he believes it wasn't 
a natural phenomenon, and thus must be a man-made nuclear reactor. For uranium to “бит” in 


a reaction, very precise conditions are needed 


The water must be extremely pure, for one. Much purer than exists naturally. The material U-2 
is necessary for nuclear fission to occur. It is one of the isotopes found naturally in 

uranium. Several specialists in reactor engineering have said they believe the uranium in Oklo 
could not have been rich enough in U-236 for a reaction to take place naturally 


13. Sea-Faring Map Makers Before Antarctica Was Covered in Ice? 


A portion of the Piri Reis map of 1513. (Public Domain) 


A map created by Turkish admiral and cartographer Piri Reis in 1513, but sourced from various 
earlier maps, is thought by some to depict Antarctica as it was in a very remote age before it was 
covered with ice 


A landmass is shown to jut out from the southern coastline of South America. Captain Lorenzo 
W. Burroughs, a U.S. Air Force captain in the cartographic section ote a letter to Dr. Charles 
Hapgood in 1961 saying that this landmass seems to accurately show Antarctica's coast as it is 
under the ice 


Dr. Hapgood (1904—1982) was one of the first to publicly suggest that the Piri Reis map depicts 
Antarctica during a prehistoric time. He was a Harvard-edu historian whose theories about 
geological shifts earned the admiration of Albert Einstein. He hypothesized that the land masses 
shifted, explaining why Antarctica is shown as connected to South America 


Modern studies refute Hapgood's theory that such a shift could have taken place within 
thousands of years, but they show that it could have happened within millions of years 


12. 2,000-Year-Old Earthquake Detector 


ts inventor, Zhang Heng. (Wikimedia Commons) 


In 132 A.D., Zhang Heng created the world's first seismoscope. How exactly it works remains a 
mystery, but replicas have worked with a precision comparable to modern instruments 


138 A.D., it correctly indicated that an earthquake occurred about 300 miles west of Luoyang 
the capital city. No one had felt the quake in Luoyang and dismissed the warning until a 


messenger arrived days later requesting aid 


11. 150,000-Year-Old Pipes? 


Baigong Cave, with photo of pipe in the bottom left 


Caves near Mount Baigong in China contain pipes leading to a nearby lake. They were dated by 
the Beijing Institute of Geology to about 150,000 years ago, according to Brian Dunning of 
Skeptoid.com 


State-run media Xinhua reported that the pipes were analyzed at a local smeltery and 8 percent 
of the material could not be identified. Zheng Jiandong, a geology research fellow from the China 
Earthquake Administration told state-run newspaper People's Daily in 2007 that some of the 
pipes were found to be highly radioactive 


Jiandong said iron-rich magma may have risen from deep in the Earth, bringing the iron into 
fissures where it may have solidified into tubes. Though he admitted, "There is indeed something 
mysterious about these pipes." He cited the radioactivity as an example of the strange qualities 
of the pipes 


10. Antikythera Mechanism 


The Antikythera Mechanism is a 2000-year-old mechanical device used to calculate the positions 


of the sun, moon, planets, and even the dates of the ancient Olympic Games. (Wikimedia 


echanism, often referred to as an ancient “computer,” that was built by Greeks around 150 
able to calculate astronomical changes with great precision 


If it hadn't been discovered ... no one would possibly believe that it could exist because it's so 
sophisticated," said Mathematician Tony Freeth in a NOVA documentary. Mathias Buttet, director 
of research and development for watch-maker Hublot, said in a video released by the Hellenic 
Republic Ministry of Culture and Tourism, “This Antikythera Mechanism includes ingenious 


features which are not found in modern watch-making 
9. Drill Bit in Coal 


John Buchanan, Esq., presented a mysterious object to a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland on Dec. 13, 1852. A drill bit had been found encapsulated in coal about 22 inches 
thick, buried in a bed of clay mixed with boulders about 7 feet thick 


The Earth's coal is said to have formed hundreds of millions of years ago. The Society decided 
that the instrument was of a modern level of advancement. But, it concluded that “the iron 
instrument might have been part of a borer broken during some former search for coal 


Buchanan's detailed report did not include any signs that the coal surrounding the instrument 
had been punctured by drilling 


8. 2.8-Billion-Year-Old Spheres? 


Тор left, bottom right: Spheres, known as Klerksdorp spheres, found in the pyrop. 
(wonderstone) deposits near Ottosdal, South Africa. (Robert Huggett) Top right, bottom left. 
Similar objects known as Moqui marbles from the Navajo Sandstone of southeast Utah. (Paul 
Heinrich) 


Spheres with fine grooves around them found in mines in South Africa have been said by some 
to be naturally formed masses of mineral matter. Others have said they were precisely shaped 
by a prehistoric human hand 


The globes, which have a fibrous structure on the inside with a shell around it, are very hard and 
cannot be scratched, even by steel 
South Africa, according to Michae! 


said Roelf Marx, curator of the museum of Klerksdorp 
Cremo's book “Forbidden Archaeology: The Hidden History of 


the Human Race.” Marx said the spheres are about 2.8 billion years old 


If they are mineral masses, it is unclear how exactly they formed 


7. Iron Pillar of Delhi 


An inscription from about 400 A.D. by King Candragupta II on the Iron Pillar of Delhi. (Venus 


Upadhayaya/ 


This pillar is at least 1,500 years old, but could be older. It remains rust-free and is of an 
astounding purity. It 72 percent iron, according to professor A.P. Gupta, head of the 
Department of Applied Sciences and Humanities at the Institute of Technology and Management 
in India 


In modern times, wrought iron has been made with a purity of 99.8 percent, but it contains 


manganese and sulfur, two ingredients absent in the pillar. 


It was made at least “400 years before the largest known foundry of the world could have 
produced it," wrote John Rowlett in “A Study of the Craftsmen of Ancient and Medieval 
Civilizations to Show the Influence of their Training on our Present Day Method of Trade 
Education 


6. Viking Sword Ulfbehrt 
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An Ulfberht sword displayed at the Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg, Germany 


(Martin Kraft/Wikimedia Commons) 


When archaeologists found the Viking sword Ulfbert, dating from 800 to 1000 A.D., they were 
stunned. They couldn't see how the technology to make such a sword would have been 
available until the Industrial Revolution 800 years later. 


Its carbon content is three times higher than other swords of its time and impurities were 
removed to such a degree that the iron ore must have been heated to at least 3,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit 


With great effort and precision, modern blacksmith Richard Furrer o sconsin forged a 
rd of Ulfberht quality using technology that would have been available in the Middle Ages. 
He said it was the most complicated thing he'd ever made, and he used methods not known to 


have been used by people of that time 
5. 100-Million-Year-Old Hammer? 


A hammer was found in London, Texas, in 1934 encased in stone that had formed around it. The 
rock surrounding the hammer is said to be more than 100 million years old 


Glen J. Kuban, a vocal skeptic of claims the hammer was made millions of years ago, said the 
stone may contain materials that are more than 100 million years old, but that doesn't mean the 
rock formed around the hammer so long ago 


Some limestone has formed around artifacts known to be from the 20th century, so concretions 
can form fairly quickly around objects, he said. Concretions are masses of hardened mineral 
matter. 


Carl Baugh, who is in possession of the artifact, has said the wooden handle has turned to coal 
(evidence of its great age) and that the metal it is made of has a strange composition. Critics 
have called for more, independent testing to verify these claims, but thus far no such testing has 


4. Prehistoric Work Site? 


Workers at a stone quarry near Aix-en-Provence, France, in the 18th century came across tools 
stuck in a layer of limestone 50 feet underground 


The find in the American Journal of Science and Arts in 1820 by T. D. Porter, 


who was translating Count Bournon's work, “Mineralogy 


The wooden instruments had turned into agate, a hard stone. Porter wrote: “Everything tended 
to prove that this work had been executed upon the spot where the traces existed. The presence 
of man had then preceded the formation of this stone, and that very considerably since he was 
already arrived at such a degree of civilization that the arts were known to him, and that he 
wrought the stone and formed columns out of it 


As stated in the case of the hammer above, limestone has been known to form relatively quickly 
around modern tools 


3. Million-Year-Old Bridge? 


Adam's Bridge, also known as Rama's Bridge, or Ram Setu, between India and Sri Lanka 
(NASA) 


According to ancient Indian legend, King Rama built a bridge between India and Sri Lanka more 
than a million years ago. What appears to be remnants of such a bridge have been seen from 
satellite images, but many say it is a natural formation 


Dr. Badrinarayanan, former director of the Geological Survey of India, studied core samples from 
the bridge. He was puzzled by the appearance of boulders on top of a marine sand layer, and 
surmised that the boulders must have been artificially placed there 


No single natural explanation has been agreed upon by geologists. Dating has been 
controversial, as some say any given part of the bridge (such as coral samples) cannot give a 
true picture of how old the entire bridge is. 


2. 500,000-Year-Old Spark Plug? 


n 1961, three people were out searching for geodes for their gem and gift shop in Olancha 


fi 
Calif., when they found what appeared to be a spark plug encased in a geode. Virginia Maxey 
g 


one of the three discoverers, said at the time that a geologist examined the fossils around the 


device and dated the device at 500,000 years or older. 


The geologist was never named, and the current whereabouts of the artifact are unknown. Critics 
of the claim, Pierre Stromberg and Paul V. Heinrich, only have x-rays and an artist's sketch of the 
artifact to analyze. They think it was a modern spark plug encased in a quick-forming concretion 
rather than a geode 


But, Stromberg and Heinrich have said, "There is little hard evidence that the original discoverers 
intended to deceive anyone 


1. Prehistoric Wall Near Bahamas? 


A wall of rock in large, thick block shapes was found off the coast of the Bahamas in 1968 
Archaeologist William Donato has conducted multiple dives to investigate the wall and 
hypothesizes it is a man-made structure some 12,000 to 19,000 years old built to protect a 
prehistoric settlement from waves 


He's found it to be a multi-tiered structure including prop stones that appear to be placed there 
by human hands. He's also found what he believes to be anchor stones with rope holes in them 


Dr. Eugene Shinn, a retired geologist who worked for the U.S. Geological Survey, has said core 
rock samples he took show a dip toward deep water. If all the cores show a dip toward deep 
water, this would prove the rock formed where it is and did not form elsewhere later to be 
transported by humans to its present location 


His later writings said that all of his samples showed this dip, seeming to prove it is a natural 


formation. But his earlier study stated that only 25 percent of his samples showed a dip 


Dr. Greg Little, a psychologist who has taken an interest in this structure, confronted Shinn about 
this discrepancy and Shinn admitted he didn't really take his study seriously and, “I got a little 
carried away to make a good story 


was originally published on The Epoch Times and has been republished with 
permission 
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Printed drawing of 'Towers of Silence’, two circular raised ires used by Zoroastrians 


(parsees) to dispose of the dead. ( C SA 4.0) 
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Unlike in n, the probler by the Parsi people of India is that of a dep lation of 

vultures. The decline in the vulture population was a result of the scavengers feeding on the 
carcasses of livestock that were given Diclofenac, a type of This caused the vultures 
to suffer from irreversible kidney failure, causing their deaths. As a result, there were not enough 


vultures for the disposal of the dead 
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Abyssinia and the Ethiopian Empire: The PEDIMENT 
Ancient History of a Struggling Nation 


The Hom of Africa is a region with a unique identity and vibrant history. Close to the Arabian 
insula, it always the rest of the Af continent. Today, the Н 

home to the modern nations of Ethioj bouti, Eritrea, and Somalia, сотр; 

million people. Throughout с ied to persevere and 

preserve its identity, despite many c pian Empire, or 

Abyssinia from 1270 t 

and is defined by its distinctive character and a раз! filed with defining 

stepping back in time, as we recount tne ancient and modem ages of the venerable Ethiopian 

Empire. 


Ancient Origins of the Ethiopian Empire: The Rise of Aksum 

The rigins of the Ethiopian Empire reach back before 1270. The story begins with 18 approve receiving email: 
sum „also known as the Aksumite Empire , an ancient kingdom of great тро _ НАНДА 
world. Aksum was in today m and flourished trom 

0 BC to пате from i ty, the capital called Axum, its strategic 
location played a crucial role in the tracing routes of the ant id, рагісшапу between я неробот 
ancient India and the Roman Empire, In time, Axum grew in power and importanc 
jeighboring and older Kingdom of Kush. Р 


The importance of Axum was well portrayed by the famous Persian prophet Mani, who said: 


99 MOST READ TODAY 
To the Greeks and the Romans, the Kingdom of Aksum was well known, as it was to the Arabs п 
and the Persians as well. Aksum ascended to great heights thani exclusively to trac 
Commerce was the key factor that helped Axum evolve to become the capital of an empire Т! 
'ely ре ascribed to Its proximity to ine Red Sea and its trade routes, since all It nad to со 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY ccessfully facilitate the growing need of the Greeks and the Romans for African gc 
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Ancient Caves 


and their ТА 
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major export of Axum was elephant ivory, which was a highly sought after commodity in the 


Mediterranean, Levant, and Persia apd 


Aksumite traders established far-reaching caravans that would travel into the African interior in Dyr 
order to procure more ivory. As Axum v ° 
osperity. In time, Axum became the hotbed for 


5 located at key crossroads for trade traffic, itonysped Со 


up 


sing civilization with a unique с! 


fed by a proper amalgam of indigenous African cultures infused with South Ar 


well as plenty of influences from the classical word of the Mediterranean. 


лагу Cathedra! of 


/ Ad 
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A Crucial Trading Power Rises 
The name Ethiopia to descrive tne Aksumite Empire ap 
comes from Greek: Ает (Aithiopi 


s as eary as the 4 th century, and 
). This is 
wn". This term was used 


one popular explanation for the name is that 
compound werd that roughly translated means "burnt fa 
early on by Herodotus to denote this particular region of Afric 
to the Amnaríc tanguage of пе region as 'Пуорруа. 


or “red br 
This Greek word was later loaned 


More precisely, the name Aethiopia was used in Greco-Roman inscriptions for a long time and 
denoted specifically the region of ancient Nubia. However, in the 15 th century Ethiopian church 
book. known as the Book of Aksum itis stated that the name stems from a legendary biblical 

igure known as пуоррі, a son of Cusn (Kush). I! was nyopp's who allegedly founded tne city от 
Axum. Ethiopia was also kn glish historiography апа elsewhere. Th 
stems from the Ethiopian Ge'ez language and their pronunciation of Aethiopia: Habashat. 
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term 


wn as Abyssinia in 


The people of the Aksumite Empire began using the designation "Ethiopians' only around the 4 
th century AD, when the Aksumite King Ezana conquered Nubia. Around this time the Aksı 
азо came in contact with This occurred with the arrival of the two brothers and 
Christian һ 
and convert 

wistianity in world history. The first one was Armenia in 301 AD. 


mites 


issionaries, Frumenti 


nd Edesius, who managed to enter the royal Aksumite 


to Christianity. Ethiopia (Aksum) was thus the second country to officially adopt D 


‘Aksum vegan to enter a gradual decine m the 6 т and 7 т century AD, due to religious nvalry 
Jewish persecution of the Christians and the rise of Islam. Around this time the use of the name h's $ E 


Ethiopia becomes prevalent. 


Ethiopia was one of the earliest n 


ions to adopt Christi 


ibeia is one of Ethiopia's holiest 
cities and а center of pigrimage. These rock-cut monolithic churches are dated back to 
somewhere between t and 12 th century AD and were declared a worid heritage 


1978. ( / Adobe Stock) 


Struggling Between Religions: The End of the Aksumite Empire 

One of the first acts in the empire's fall came in 520 when King Kaleb led a campaign against the 
who was persecuting Christians n Yemen. Although tne 

s won the confict end secured Chris 


Јеміѕл Himyaritic King Dhu NUWA: 
Axumite for 
Islam), the years of battle over-extended Axum’s wealth and manpower. Its position as an 

economic and trading power was diminishes "ive to an extent As the 
major Islamic power, the Rashiaun Caliphate rose to prominence and conquered Egypt anc те 
Red Sea around 646 AD. Aksum became economically isolated, but even so it remained 


ity in Yemen (at least until the advent of 


but t stil remain 
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Christian. 


Oral history holds the Aksumite Empire was eventually defeated by the Hebrew Queen Yodit 
(also known as Gudit or Judith), around the eariy 9005 AD. This defeat brought the end to the 
centuries old Aksumite Kingdom and all its rich history. During her 40 year reign of Aksum, Yodit 
conducted numerous pogroms against the Christian populace, buming churches, crucifying 
people, and forcefully converting the citizens, all as part of her campaign to terminate Christianity 
їп an apparent act of revenge. 


During this perica, a great deal of Axumite neritage Is sald to have been destroyed. vodits reign 
ended around 960, when she and her successors were overthrown by an Agaw Lord called Mara 
така Haymanot. The Agaws were a Cushitic ethnic group of the region. This lord married the 
female descendant of the last Aksumite monarchs, and thus established a new lineage known as 
the Zagwe Dynasty -This new dynasty ruled over a smaller region than Aksum, and remained. 
Christian, although stil largely isolated 


The Adal Sultanate invaded the Ethiopian (Abyssinian) Empire in what came to be known as the 
issinlan-AGal War which lasted from 1529 to 1543. ( Public domain ) 


The successful Zagwe Dynasty was eventually overthrown around 1270 AD. This happened with 
the emergence of a rebellious Lord named Yekuno Amlak, who claimed he descended from ће 


‘Aksumite Kings of old, and ultimately. from Solomon. Most likely due to the political 
circumstances of the tme, Amlak succeeded in receiving substantal aid тот the Sultanate of 
Shewa, a small Muslim Kingdom that established itseff in Ethiopia and competed with the 
Zagwe. This was one of the rare times that an alliance between Muslims and Christians 
occurred. Yekuno Amlak succeeded in establishing the Ethiopian Empire and becoming the head 
of the ruling Solomonic Dynasty, whicn remained in power unti 1974. Not long after, reiatons 
with the neighboring competing Muslim sultanates deteriorated, and conflicts occurred 
sporadically for centuries afterwards 


(One of the completing sultanates that managed to stay in power was the Ifat Sultanate. In tne. 
early 14 th century AD. the famed Ethiopian Emperor Amda Seyon | invaded Ifat and defeated it 
But the descendants of Ifat managed to return to the region at a later date to establish a new and 
more powerful regional entity, known as the Adal Sultanate, a Muslim Somali Kingdom. This 
power would prove to become a huge threat for the rising Ethiopian Empire. 


The Adal Sultanate invaded the Ethiopian (Abyssinian) Empire around the year 1529 led by the. 
Somalı imam and General Алтай ion Iprahim al-Ghazi. This came to be known as the 

 Abyssinian-Adal War, which lasted from 1529 to 1543. The very first conflict occurred almost at 
once, in 1529, when the invading Adal forces met a sizeable Ethiopian army in open battle. Both 
sides suffered immense casualties. but the upper hand went to the forces of Imam Ahmad. Even 
зо, Ne Geciced no: to pursue Turtner, and the invasion was In a passive state тог about мо years. 


ET 


Alter defeating the last Zagwe king, Yekuno Amiack established the Ethiopian Empire and 
became the head of the ruling Solomonic Dynasty which remained in power unti! 1974. ( Public 
domain ) 


The Return of the Solomonic Dynasty 
The next string of victories for the Adal forces came around 1831. The frst occurred in the Battie 


of Antukyah, followed by the Battle of Amba Sel soon after. Both resulted in decisive Muslim 
victories. The Adal forces relied heavily on early firearms and cannons, which worked with great 
erect against the Ethiopian forces, oftentimes instiling great fear in the common soldier 
Eventually, the forces of Imam Ahmad penetrated deep into the Ethiopian highlands, and 
conducted heavy sacking of the empire. The latter was eventually occupied and annexed by the 
Adal Sultanate. which united the terrtories with those of modem-dav Somalia. This occupation of 


Etniopia lasted тог 14 years 


BBC Lost Kingdoms of Africa: Ethiopia 


‘Around 1543, the guerilla warriors of Ethiopia received aid from the Portuguese Empire. 
navy provided crucial military suppor. At ne time, tne Portuguese were involved in tne Ottoman- 
Portuguese conflicts which lasted from 1538 to 1559. Sine 
the Ottomans, the Ethiopians aided by the Portuguese. With the Portuguese help, the Adal 
forces were gradually defeated, culminating with a decisive Battle of Wayna Daga that caused 
the collapse of Adal forces and the death of Imam Anmed. 


se 


ihe Adal Sultanate received aid пот 


Ane 


challenge for the Ethiopian Empire occurred in the 16 th and 17 th centuries, with ine. 


the Oromo peopies of southern Ethiopia. This Cushitic ethnic group. 


increasing migrations. 
progressively migrated north and eventually became involved with the imperial politics. A бї 
consequence of these migrations was a loosened апр of the empire on its faraway provinces as 
the latter gained more independence than usual. It was not until the reign of the Emperor Iyasu | 
the Great of the 


who reigned from 1682 to 1706, that the things were onc 


ne step 


more consolidated and retumed to prosperity His successor, Iyasu Il, took this paw 
further and allowed the Ethiopian Empire to flourish, 


Emperor Tewodros II committed a grave error, by тр 
1868, which led to s the Briti 
) 


‘soning several Eritish representatives 


reprisals 


and his subsequent suicide. ( Public 


Vying for Power and Facing the Modern Age 
Where there is power and wealth, there is also crisis. For Ethiopia, this crisis era emerged 


around 1769 and lasted until 1 
During this period the empire was largely divided and decentralized, with numerous regional ras 
(dukes or lords) competing for inuence and power over the emperor. This unstable period was 
only brought to end with the rise to power of the famed Emperor Tewodros II. The charismatic 
mpire of Ethiopia and became a favorite of the people 


Itis known as the Zemene Mesafint , or the “Era of Princes 


ruler once more stabilized the 


Later in his rule though, Tewodros committed a grave error Seeking to force the British to 
nim miltary ald, tne Emperor imprisoned several Srits 
caused a serious reprisal from the British. This response 
as the Punitive Expedition to Abyssinia, which re 
and the subsequent suicide of Emperor Tewodros II. As the result ofthis British involvement, the 
throne от the Empire passed on to Yonannes IV, an Ethiopian noble who claimed connection to 
the Solomonian Dynasty. His rule marked the rise of the modem era of Ethiopia and is defined 
by his victory over the Ottoman Egypt 


ITIMF 


representatives in 1368, an event тат 
тот Queen Victoria became known 


ted in the burning of the Fortr 


s of Magdala 


AR AYER в 
The Weekly Newsmagazine 


The cover of Time Magazine, from November 3, 1930, features Haile Selassie I, the last emperor 
or Ethiopia 


The Last Emperor of an Ancient Lineage 
The Ethiopian Empire managed to survive for many centuries, in fact well into the 20 th century 


making it one of the last surviving empires of the world. 15 last emperor was Halle Selassie 1, а 
member of the Solomonic Dynasty and one of the defining figures of modem Ethiopian history 
who could trace his lineage to the 10 th century BC. His series of political and social reforms 
greatly modemized the country. Alas, the last emperor was deposed in 1974 by the pro-Soviet 
Manxist-Lenininst military dictatorship known as the Derg (Provisional Military Government or 
Socialist Ethiopia) which ended the monarchy, murdered Haile Selassie, and brought 
communism to Ethiopia. 


The Aksumite Empire, and the subsequent Ethiopian Empire, are not often a burning historical 
subject — and unjustly so. The ancient, far-reaching, and endlessly important history of these 
ромети entities are filed win tnriling and world-derining events, many or which are connected 
with some of the most powerful empires of the ancient times. The stubborn and inspiring fight for 


survival of a Christian nation surrounded by Islam is unique on the African continent, and the 
endurance of the centuries-old Solomonic dynasty into the 1970's is nothing short of thrilling for 
any nsstory enthusiast. 


Top image: The Ethiopian Empire, or Abussinia, which existed пот 1270 to 1974, it is one of the 


longest surviving empires in history and is defined by its distinctive character and a past filed 
with defining moments. Source: Vladimir Melnick /Adabe Stock 
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At the foot of Mount Sinai is Saint Catherine's Monastery, described as ‘the oldest Chi 
Stil in use for its intial function’ It is officially known as the Holy Monastery of the. 
God-trodden Mount Sinai. Originally, however, the monastery was called the Monastery of the 
Transfigurati 
agreement. 


n 
mon 


This mon: 


эшм 


today based on an ancient and controversial 


Mount Sinai (also knc 
to the three Abrahami 


m as Mount Horeb) is a mountain in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula that is sacred 
t faiths due to its association with Moses. In the Old Testament, Mos: 
зай to have received the Tablets of the Law on that mountain. In Islam, this mountain is known 


Jebel Musa (meaning Mos: 


fountain’) 


The Monastery During Roman and Byzantine Rule 
The story of St. Catherines Monastery is said о have begun with the annexation of the 
Nabataean Kingdom by the Romans during the early 2nd century AD. Under Roman rule, the 


gion declined, and the Sinai region, which became a wilderness, attra 


hristian monks 
st haif of the 4th century 
AD, the Empress Helena, the mother of Constantine, ordered the Chapel or the Burning Busn 10 
be built on th was de 


who sought to live an ascetic ife away from human society. During the 


ite where Mos 


saw Ёз namesake. The chapel 


ated to the 
Virgin Mary, is now considered the holiest part of the monastery 


The Monastery of Saint Catherine: A 
Controversial Agreement Across Faith 


At the foot of Mount Sinai is Saint Catherine's Monastery, described as ‘the oldest Christian 
monastery stil in use for its initial function’. It is officially known as the Holy Monastery of the 
1d-trodden Mount Sinai. Originally, how 


vever, tne monastery was called the Monastery of the 
ration. This monastery survives today based on an ancient and controversial 
agreement, 


Mount Sinai (also known as Mount Horeb) is a mountain in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula that is sacred 
to the three Abranamic тайпз due to ts association with Moses. In the Оаа Testament, Moses is 
said to have received the Tablets of the Law on that mountain. In Islam, this mountain is kr 
as Jebel Musa (meaning Moses’ Mountain’). 


The Monastery During Roman and Byzantine Rule 

The story of st. Catherine's Monastery is ve begun with the annexation or tne 
Nabataean Kingdom by the Romans during the early 2nd century AD. Under Re 
iderness. attracted Christian monks 
who sought to live an ascetic life away from human society. During the first half of the 4th century 
AD, tne Empress Helena, пе mater o line, ordered tne Chapel of he Burning Bush to 
diothe 


jid to п 


rule, the 


region 


eclined, and the Sinai region, which became а 


be built on the site where Moses saw it 


amesake. 


apel, which was dedi. 
Virgin Mary, is now considered the holiest part of the monastery 
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Due 


е departure cf the Romans in the second паї of the 4th century AD, lawlessness 


descended on the region, and the monastic communities eventually sought the aid of the 
Byzantine emperor. During the 6th century AD. a fortified wall made of granite blocks was built 
around ine chapel by the Byzantine emperor Justnian 1. Apart пот protecting the monks, ле 
wall also served to secure the land route from Agaba to Suez. 


In addition, the Church of the Transfiguration was commi: 


and completed in 
ian chose to have 


БЕ AD, just t 
this building dec 


fore the emperor's death. As with ihe Emp: 
ated to the Virgin Mary 


The Monastery Dedication to Saint Catherine 

y dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the monastery was later associated 
ho was martyred in 307 AD. According t 
ordered by tne Roman emperor Maxentius to be severely beaten and led to a rolling spiked 
wheel for her refusal to renounce Christianity 


LE 
п, St Catherine was 


Although initi 


e of Alexandria. 


she survived the ordeal, the emperor 


ordered her to be beheaded. Her body was said to have been miraculously transported by 
ang 


it Sinai. 
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During те 10їп century AD, tne neac and папа or tne saint were brought to tne monastery тог 
safe keeping and became venerated as relics. Other sources assert that the body of the saint 
was discovered by the monks, and was brought to the monastery. Thus, the monastery became 
known as St. Catherine's Monastery, and became a pilgrimage site. 


Ossuery Saint Catherine's Monastery 


та, Egypt ( Wikimedia Commons ) 


In 2017, scientists found languages not used since the “Dark Ages” among ancient 
manuscripts held at the monastery. There is an international team of 23 world-renowned 
scholars ‘constant making new discoveries conceming ancient languages. texts and script 
styles wile exploring the documents in the monastery’s library. The library was also re-opened 
to visitors in 2017 after three years of renovation work 


‘There are thousands of manuscripts at St. Catherine's written in Arabic, Greek, Ethiopian, 
Coptic, Armenian, and Syriac languages. The list now includes Caucasian Albanian. which was 
only known from dispersed stone engravings until now, and Christian Palestinian Aramaic, which 
became defunct after the 12th century. There are also texts written in Latin that have not yet 
been fully identified but are ‘sometimes in very early scripts 


The Muslim Agreement and Perseverance of Saint Catherine's 
Monastery 
During the 7th century AD, the new faith of Istam had emerged in the Arabian Peninsula. The 


‘Arab conquest eventually brought an end to Chnstianty in the Sinai Peninsula. In addition, by 
the early эт century AD, the number of monks in the monastery Is sald t0 nave been reduced 10 
30. Nevertheless, the monastery persevered. 


According to tradition, the monks at St. Catherine's Monastery had requested the protection of 
the Prophet Muhammad himself. The Prophet. who is said to have regarded Christians as 
brothers in fati, accepted thelr request favorably. 

A controversial document, known as the Actiname (Holy Testament’) was signed by the Prophet 
himself in 623 AD. According to this document, the monks of St. Catherine's Monastery were 
granted exemption from taxes and military service. Additionally. Muslims were called upon to 
protect ine monastery and provide tne monks with every пер. As a gesture of reciprocity, during 
the Fatimid period, the monks allowed the conversion of а crusader church within the monastery 
walls into a mosque. 
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The Rise and Reach of the Kilwa Sultanate: A Trade Success Story : v Rica 
on the Swahili Coast E 
Whatever the truth behind its founding, the Kiwa Sultanate rapidly grew in both wealth and 
power. Its ideal location meant it was а much better trade center than Mogadishu or any of the 
other major ports or towns along the S X Mary wealthy merchants and immigrants 
from further north, like Persia and Arabia began flocking to tne island. it grew quickly and was 
soon able to establish a satelite settlement at Майа Island. 


її co 


Unsurprisingly, with this success came conflict, especially with Mogadishu. The two powerful Sign Up for Premium 
trade cities began vying for dominance over the Swahili Coast. During the 12th century, Kilwa's Ads-FREE Content 
12th ruler, Suleiman Hassan, took the immensely prosperous city of Sofala from the 

Mogadishars. 


'h Great 
Zimbabwe and Monomotapa. The taking of Sofala meant a massive influx of gold for the Kilwa 
из and territories along the Fast African coast VIRAL ARTICLES 


mm 


Sofala was a wealthy city in its own right, made rich through its trade cf gold and ivory 


Sultans, which they used to expand their pow 


Камаз power peaked during the 15th century. By this point, the Кіма Sultanate nad claimed 
overlordship of several important mainland cities including Sofala, Malindi and Innambane. On 
top of this, they had also claimed th 


island states of Mombasa, Pemba, Zanzibar, Mafia, 
Comoro and Mozambique. Most of the trade-rich Swahili coast was naw under their sway 


Камаз expansion had its limits. however. The sultanate's power was kept in check by two 
powerful independent states to the north: The Somali city-state of Barawa ( 


‘The Kilwa Sultanate: The Island State That 


and what was left of Mogadishu. Heading southwards, the Kilwa Sultanate's power str Dominated Medieval East Africa 


far as Cape Correntes. 


This isnt fo say the Kilwa Sultanate had created an empire Its territories were more like a 
confederation of commercial cities. Each of these had its own intemal ruling elite, merchant 
communities and trade rout 


‘The Disturbing True Story of the Pied Piper of 
Hamelin 


‘The Quest for the Lost White City of Honduras 
These cities often reported to a governor or overseer appointed by the Kilwa Sultan, but the (Video) 


power of these governors varied. In Mczambique's case, the governor ruled in the Sultan's 
пате, for example. in contrast, perhaps due to its great wealth, Sofala's governor w 
to ап ambassador than а ruler 


The Myth of the Basajaun: A Basque Story of an 
з тоге айп Ancient Encounter 


Adventist Adventurer Claimed to Have Found 
Ark of the Covenant Beneath Crucifixion Site 


‘The Origins of the Faeries: Changes in 
Conscious Perception — Part Il 


ма, where the Kilwa Sultanate was based. (Baxito / CC BY- 
SA40) 


The Distinctive Culture of Kilwa Society 

Опе cf Kilwa’s strengths lay in its social makeup. It may have started oul as a Persian colony 
intermarriage, the conversion of the local Bantu people, 
came a true metting pot 


butit soon became much more. Throu; 


and heavy Arab immigration, Kilwa b 


This intermixina of peoples from different places and backarounds created a distinctive East 


Айкап culture in Kilwa, and the region even developed its own language, Swahili. This doesn't 
mean there wasn’t any distinction. Kiwa Muslims usually referred to themselves as Shiraz, 
meaning "Arabs." while they called unconverted locals Zanj, meaning “Infidels.” 
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The Kiwa Sultanate was almost wholly reliant on outside commerce This means tt didn't realy 
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A section of the Cantino Planisphere, of 1502, depicis Атса as it was known to Europeans 
during the Age of Exploration. The Portuguese were responsible for the eventual decine of the 
Kia Sultanate. ( Public domain ) 
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The Mali Empire (known also as the Manding Empire or Manden Kuru 
dominated West Africa between the 13th and 17th centuries. At its height of p 
Mali Empire ruled area larger than w оре. Additionally, the 
and political system, w ved the empire 
over such a large area After this period of prosperity, however, the Mali Empire began its long 
decline, finally ending when it was replaced by the Bamana Empire during the 171n century 


The Birth of the Mali Empire 
The Mali Empire was founded by Sundiata Keita , known also as the ‘hungering lion’. Sundiata 


unified the Manding people and led a revot iso kingdom of Кг 
In tne following year, tne Battle от Kirina was fougnt curing which the army cr t 
Soumaoro Kanté, was defeated As a result of this battle, the domin 
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undiata Keita founded t 


was not only a formidable commander on the battlefield bi 
‘The Epic of Sundiata states that he commissione 
Kcuroukan Fouga, the constitution of the Mali Empire. Under the constitution, the 


ог Great Assembly, which served as its deliberative body of the Mali Empir 


was 


The various under the empire's rule had rep ives in this assembly and 
provided advice to the ruler on various matters of state In othe! пе Mali Empire was not 
an absolute but ma ое a constitutional monarcry, long before this 


idea was even conceived in Europe 


The Growth of the Mali Empire 
led the Mali Empir 


г гше. Thus, by the 1 


The success of the Mali Е 
only on its territorial expansion, but also on its economy. It was trade that allowed the Mali 
Empire to. and еге the most important commodities of the Mali 
Empire and their mriched the empire. 
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The Decline of the Mali Empire 
The Mali Empire had reached its zenith durin 


ign of Mansa Mus: 
empire begin its slow decline. This does not mean, however, that all subsequent rulers of the 
май Empire were incompetent. As an example. Mansa Миза brother, Mansa Souleyman, who 
came to the throne п 1341, was a capable ruler. His predecessor was Mansa Maghan |, the son. 
of Mansa Musa. Unlike his father, Mansa Maghan | was a weak ruler and spent wastefuly 
enough to withsi 
Souleyman’s efforts, the empire's financial problems were mitig 


sor 


Fortunately, tne Mali Empire was strong d his misrule and thanks to Mansa 
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WANT MORE Sijilmasa: The Golden Oasis and Africa's 


Челси еи El Dorado 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM. 
PARTHENON WESTERN 
PEDIMENT 
Throughout ancient African history, gold has played a fundamental role, particularly as a source 
of wealth and power. Meanwhile, the cities that thrived on the gold trading routes were motivated 
by the lure of this precious metal and enjoyed great prosperity and prestige. Sijlmasa was опе 
such city; perched on the northem edge of the Sahara Desert. it occupied a strategic position on 
the so-called 'golcen route.” However, despite ts early success, the спу was marked by ро, 
struggles, turbulence, and eventual decline. In this piece, we delve into the history of this jewel of 
the deseri casis 


Jewel of the Oasis: Exploring the History of Sijilmasa 
Tne ancient cy or Sjimasa has been describes by many historans as tne -Atican Ei 
Despte being reducec to runs, Sjimasa remains a ste of creat importa 

an endangered archaeological ste, Located inthe desert landscape of modern 
crumbling w of Sijilmasa serve as a iment to its lost grandeur and the passage of 
centuries 


Built on the northem edge of the Sahara Desert, Sijimasa stands in the midst of the lush Tafilar 
Oasis, near the bani z. Its jc location enabled it to emerge as the regional 
entrepôt. a crucial trading cit n gold route. As a result, t became one of the most Please verify your request 
valuable cities in tne region, as carrying precious gola апа omer gooas were required to 
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pass through Sijimasa on their j 5 the sea or inland. 
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Naturally. Sillmasa’s strategic location meant that it was destined for greatness. Many legends 
i iy emerged. similar to the tales of the origi Dorado; or the Cily of Gold. 
Sijilmasa was founded around 757 AD Бу Sufri Khajiri Muslims refugees. Its rise to prominenci 
was exceptionally swift. "Around Siilmasa there are deposits of gold and silver” observed the 
габ writer Ibn Yakubi less than a century after its founding. “The gold is found like plants, and it 
Is said that wind blows itai 


Of course, Ibn Yakubi embellished his e is по doubt that Sijimasa 
was a true “city of gold." For one, its mints s gold coins as early as the 10th century Ж 
AD In fact, archaeological evidence suggests that s transferred through this area as * Sijilmasa: The Golden Oasis and Africa's El 


early as the 4th century AD. From the bountiful goldfields of Bambouk, Bouré and Lobiin souin- — Derade 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY central Айса, tradin ns had to pass northwards, and jima: 
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The Puzzle of Sijilmasa: Investigating the City's Mysterious Origins 
founded by Sufri Knaji Muslims, 


led in the wake of the B. 
are. however. other legent 
to beleve 


ber rebellion against the 
s related to the founding of Sijimasa, some ој 


yad Caliphate around 740 AD. Thi 


‘The famed historian and writer from Iberia, al-Hasan ion Muhammad al-Wazzan 
гу AD that the city was fe 


ral - Suetonius Paulinus. To commemorate his victories in the area, he founded the 


better known as Leo Africanus, wrote in the 16th сег 


Roman G: 
city and named it Sigillum Masse as a symbol of victory. which over time morphed into 
эуитаѕза н 
this is highly unlikely. 


er, tne conspicuous absence of R archaeological аптаст indicate 


4 archeol 


Whatever the true origins of the town may be, radar s у confirm that there 
was some pre-urban activity on the Y than the actual emergence of the city itself 
This is quite likely, since Syjilmasa is situated at a favorable spot- a naturally топтеа location 


ite much ea 


thal lies along the fertiie banks of the River Ziz within the flourishing Tafilalt Oasis ihe site 
had all the prerequisites for the emergence of a thriving settiement 

Much of what we know about Sijimasa and its early history comes пот the tamed Arab traveler 
and writer Al Bakri. In his work, Book of Routes and Places, Al Bakri explained that the first 


leader of the settlers in Sijimasa was one Isa bin Mazid al-Aswad. He was chosen as the leader 


and ruled in Sijima: 


for 14 years, before being executed on ас; 


isations of corruption. In hi 


piace came Abu al-Qasim al-Miknasi, whose descendants 
would rule from Siilmasa until 977 AD. 


Id form the 


за has been remembered as a beaut 


Prospering from the African Gold Routes 
The next we hear of Siilmasa comes from another Arab traveler, Ibn Нама! v 
area around 950 AD. In his writings, lon Hawgal noted that the cit 


о visited the 


was quickly growing in 


-onorric power, due to shifting trade routes in Africa. As a result, the flourishing oasis city 


attracted the attention of trading caravans 
Previously, trade between Egypt and the gold-producing Ghana Empire was conducted by 
crossing tne harsh deserts, but this soon became untenable. The trade caravans snimed iner 


paths, so a: 
could again head south throi 


to travel thr there, they 


h the Maghreb area and to 
nthe 


masa in the 


ith better results and less harsh 


Visiting the booming town of Sijlmasa, Ibn Hawqal was stunned by its prosperity and the overall 
wealth of the gold-route cities. He witnessed a bill issued to a trader from the Mauritanian city of 


 Aoudaghost, from a trader from Sijlmasa. The bill, written out for 42.000 dinars, was an 
astounding sum for the time. Ibn Hawqal had never witnessed such an amount in his entire life of 
travel 

The city's wealth was undoubted: gold from Suc here, and the volume of trade 
with the regional realms was stunning. Of course, all that wealth and pi brought with i а 
degree of independence 
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Under the above-mentioned Midrar Dynasty, Siilmasa grew into a regional power, and was able 
to free itself from the yoke of the Abbasid Caliphate as early as 771 AD. becoming largely 
Independent. The rule of the Midrar Dynasty spread to тле neighboring region, and was centered 
on the city of Sijimasa. But, alas, every era of prosperity has to end at some point. 
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The Geopolitics of Sijilmasa: Navigating Power Struggles in the 
Sahara 

In the 10th century. Sijlmasz's rulers experienced their first major problems. Two rival Сайрпа! 
began а major feud, fightng over the control of he Afiican trade routes. These were real 


зирегром 
оп powerful regional rulers to act in their stead. Sijlmasa's Midrar rulers were chosen by the 
Fatimids of Ifriqiya (modern-day Tunisia), while their rivals - the Umayyads of Cordoba - chose 
the rulers of Maghrawa confederation. 


з, and Sijlmasa could not compare. even with its wealth These superpowers relied 


These alliances, however, were quick to shift and displace, and troubles soon arose in Sijlmasa. 
‘Around 909 AD, the Fatimids launched an expedition against Sijimasa. For fifty days the city 
was in their hands, before it was again retaken by the Midrars. In 922. however, the Fatimids 
returned, and this time пека tne city тог 20 years. 


Sijimasa remained a crucial trading hub, with its gold coin mints operating at full capacity. This 
oins, and they went to different 
pockets. Needless to say, these events were fatal for the Midrar Dynasty, and its rapid 
disintegration began in this period. Eventually, t was the Maghraba Berbers - whose allianc 
shifted between Umayyad and Fatimid - that took hold of the city. It now became the major town 
of the Maghrawas, and continued its role as a trade center. 


time, however, the names of Fatimid caliphs were on the: 


However, after six decades of Maghrava rule, the elders of Sijlmasa had had enough. They 
sought the assistance of the Sanhaja Berber confederation. a major north African power. which 
маз at that time transforming Into the Important дітогаміа Dynasty. According to the Arab writer 
a-Bakri, the leader of the Almoravids mustered his armies and descended upon Sijlmasa, 


defeating the leader of the Maghrawa Bere 


Alas, it was the Almoravids who ruled in Sijilmasa from that point on - and their rule was hardly 
welcome. For the Almoravids practiced an incredibly strict form of Islam. They banned all the 
instruments in the city, and closed wine shops and similar venues. The people of the city 
attempted a few revolts, but to no avail. Sijimasa remained in Almoravid hands until 1146. 


Mud-brick ruins from the ancient city of SijImasa within the lush Та 
Mohammed / Adobe Stock) 


lalt Oasis in Morocco. ( 


Sijilmasa: A Pawn of Greater Powers 
It was only in 1146 that the Almohad Caliphate took control of Sijimasa. They were quick ta take 


advantage of the town's wealth. and all the traffic that passed through it. Much to the misfortune 
or tne citizens, their ruie was equally as bad as that of the strict Almoravids. Although the 
Aimohads were not that strict, they were awfully violent and oppressive. This was confirmed with 
a brutal massacre of all the Jews that lived in Sijilmasa. Their ruthless regime did not last for 
long, as the ruling powers once again changed in the сїу. 


The Almohad Dynasty eventually fell, and the new Zenata Berber confederation was established 
as the new ruler of Sijimasa, and most of Morocco as well. The change happened in the mid 
14th century AD. In 1352, the esteemed Arab explorer Ibn Battuta wrote of Sijilmasa 


££ "1 тезспей the city of Sijimasa, a very beautiful city. it has abundant dates ог 


iy. The city of al-Basra is like it in the abundance of dates, but those 


а are superior" 99 
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Sometimes in the late 14th century, after reaching its absolute peak of glory and wealth, 
Sijlmasa entered a steep decline. Economic fluctuations and increased rivalries between 
regional rulers, placed the city at increased risk Around this time, a vicious civil war broke ош 
and Sijimasa suffered widespread destruction. From this point on, even though it was partially 
rebuilt in different times during history, the city would stil never attain the prosperity it had for 
centuries 


‘The Iberian scholar Leo Africanus traveled the area in the early 16th century, and stumbled upon 
the deserted ruins of the once-mighty Sijimasa, writing: 


ned, and covered 


grass and moss. Of its population, there remain only various hostile clans, 


once 


high, only a few sections remain, 


ing with its chief in a near to the ruins of the former 


99 


The Tragic Fate of a Once Prosperous Metropolis 
History does no! know the exact reason why Sijimasa was abandoned and destroyed after 


centuries of incredible prosperity. The likeliest reason, as evidenced from oral legends and travel 
waiter 


is that civil war and the rule of cruel despots doomed the city to its tragic fate. Climate 


change could have contributed as well, with a continued lack of resources plaguing the 
townsfolk 


At iis height, Sijimasa was the most prosperous town in the region. All the gold from the 
powerful Mali Empire ended up in the Sijimasa mints, where it was struck into coins and paced 
into the global market. From there, it was transported to Egypt and Spain, and eventually made 
its way to Europe and the Mediterranean. Culture and arts flourished in the city, as did lavish 
Islamic architecture 


‘Alas, no golden age Is destined to last forever. Today, only a Tew mud-brick walls and bullaings 
remain of the vast oasis city that was Sijilmasa. After multiple destructions and rebuilds, the city 


never regained its former glory. lts fate serves as a valuable lesson in the history of affluent 
cities, subject to power struggles by covetous rulers. 


Top image: Remains of the ancient city of Sijimasa within the lush Tafilalt Oasis in Morocco. 
‘Source. Mohammed / Adobe Stock 
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NCIENT ORIGINS 
e the capital of the ancient Khmer Empire which presided over a vast kingdom in South 
While Buddhists believe that it was built in a night under orders of the aod Indra, ‘tually 
took decades to create wnat was onginaty а Hincu temple dedicated to Visnnu in те 121 
century. Covering an area of about 162.6 hectares (about 400 acres), t is sad to be ine largest 
religious monument inthe word 
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& THE ARK Creating the Unforgettable Angkor Wat Temple 
OFTHE Angkor Wat was built over several decades starting in the first half of the 12th century by 
ing Suryavarman Ic the Khmer Empire who ruled from 1113 to 1150. Created to function ав 
a temple complex, mausoleum and polical center of his vast empire, ts name means “cy ofthe 
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the largest and most complex retgus monumerts ever consiucted in ne soy of mankind 


The Khmer Empire existed between the 9th and 15th century, but during the 12th century itwas Я неробот 
at its height and the Angkor civilization was booming. It was during this period that Angkor Wat 
as built, over a period of approximately 30 years. | ‘ons claim that building Angkor 


used the manpower of 300,000 workers and 8,000 elegh: 


P 


ordina to archaeologist Chares Higham, Suryavarman wasn't just a man, but a demigod. In 
all depictions he appears large and muscular with everyone seated around him. "The Cambodian 
god-kings of old each strove to better their ancestors’ structures in size, s па symm 
culminating in what is believed to be the world's largest religious building,” st 


god Vishnu, ihe Ang mountain-temple was built to represent the 
although by the end of the 12th century it had been converted into a Budd! 
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the center of the Hindu universe and home of the god 
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та! view of Angkor Wat temple in Cambodia. ( R.M. Nunes / Adobe Stock) 
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King, Angkor Wat is spectacular. The temple is an enormo 
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v re made from less durable mat 
explains why they are not visible today 


Angkor War is oriented in a westerly direction, associated wit гапа with death, which nas 
ANCIENT EGYPT led experts to believe that it was built as a mausoleum for Suryavarman II (aithough he was 
never actually buried there). It is said that the temple was constructed mathem: in 


harmony with the universe, and the distances and sizes in Angkor Wat are related fo Indian 
mythology. in Angkor. Celestial Temples of the Khmer Empire , Eleanor маппікка sugg 
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by crossing a sendstone causeway 


measures 1 


‘The temple facade 
Designed to be view 


alls and зштас‹ 


relief carvings which line the 
iti 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


d in an ant dire: 


ion, these dey 


and other figu 
Hindu and Buddhist scriptures, telling the stories of the history and mythology of odia 
They even include scenes from tne Hindu Mahabharata and a carving of Empe: 
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There are also almost 3,000 nymphs carved throughout the temple, each of which are unique, 
while at the central tov m (107 ft) statue of Vishnu made out of a single 
sandstone. Around this statue, visitors will see offerings from pilgrims and young people about to 
get married, The Gallery of а Thousanc Budanas, at tne central temple, was once nome 10 
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Wat was never abandoned," unlike the other monuments winin the rg 
m stresses that Angkor Wat “was imperant to the Budd 


1800s, although it did fall into “disuse and disrepair. 


According to the BBC, the first European to vist the “extraordinary construction” of Angkor Wat 


was a Portu 


friar called Antonio da Madelena, as he reported to the historian Diogo do 
to the Europeans around 1860 through French 


Couto in 1989. Th 


mples became knon 
missionaries, and it was the writing of Henri Mahout, a French botanis: 
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Tace and not by the Cambodians. He claimed that Ankor Wat wes "grander than anything left to 
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Archaeological Park, now a UN 
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Impressive and massive, Angkor Wat and the ancient ciy that surrounds it, is an intriguing place 
to visit that questions the prevailing belief that our civilization is more advanced than civilizations 
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Little did the Caliph realize how much the Sabians had contributed to his own culture. Sabians 
helped to found the city of Baghdad in 762 AD and turn it into a great seat of learning. The 
Sabians were a significant ‘conduit for the transmission of ancient wisdom to the Arabs, 
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4 ГТ] = ing this discovery, more of these sarcophagi 
( uncovered. They became known as tne purunmachu, where the Warror ofthe Clouds’ placed 


their dead. The purunmachu sarcophagi 
wrapped up body of the decease 
mud and straw and painted white. adding on detaiis such as necklaces, 

feathered tunics, and faces. painted on in shades of yellow and red ochre. The sarcophagi were 
placed on a low circular wall on the ledge of а high cli face and, lined up, the purunmachu wer 


ere carefully prepared using clay which was built 
The structure was then covered in a mixture of 


around the 


cream before 


like a row of sentine's guarding the dead. 


The Warriors of th 
people living in th 
evidence suggests tnat people 


п as the Chachapoya people, were a culture of Andean Jisc in the st 
cloud forests of the Amazonas region of present day Peru. Archaeological 
jan setting the region at least as early as 200 AD, but ine. 
Incas conquered their civilization shortly before the arrival of the Sp 
Their incorporation into tne Inca Empire led to the complete decimation of their culture and 
traditions. and less than a century after the arrival of the Spanish. they had been effectively 181045 + 


Thing remained venna as а monument of neir existence — те MEXICO'S MITLA 


DISCOVERY OF LYORAA LABYRINTH 


nish in the 16th century 


wiped out. However, one 
purunmachu. 
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(On tne mountain сит in Gongxian in Sichuan province, China, tes а p 
ancient wooden coffins hanging precariously from the ciff fece. 
оп cliffs to be within reach of the gods, while others theorise that it was to keep animals away 
from their dead. The hanging cofins of Sichuan were let behind by the Bo people, who are 
ANCIENT ROME thougnt to have died out about 400 years ago, taking with them the secrets of their burial 
a ne tradition. The Bo were an ethnic minority people living astride the borders of modem day ies 
Sichuan and Yunnan provinces. There they created a brilliant culture as early as 3,000 years eS 5 
ago. The Bo differed from other ethnic groups in their bi ically hewn from 
durable nardwood logs, thelr hanging coins went unpainted but originally protected by a bronze 


peculiar sight -nundreds or 
оте believe they were hung ) RIS|MAGAZINE 


cover 


Some believe the cofins must have been lowered down with ropes from the top of the 
face to be used as artificial 


mountain, or put in place using wooden stakes inserted into the clit 
climbing aids. Others believe that scaling ladders or timber scaffolds were used. However. 
investigators have failed to find even a single stake hole. The practice of hanging cofins ended 4 m 
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with the mysterious disappearance of the Bo people. Those who came after knew them from the 


unique traditions and burial artefacts they left behind like faint echoes on the cliffs- 
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that is hom 


to an indigenous group known as the Torajans. For the Toraja peo 


much revolves ai 
celebration of life. Whe 
ceremonies, known as Rambu Solog, over many days. Until this tin 


JAMES TURNE 


embalmed and stored in a traditional house with his or her family. During this phase, the person 
is not considered to be truly dead but merely asleep or suffering an illness. Remarkably, this 
period could even last several years after death, depending on how jong it takes the family to 


r olicaly fed, cared for and taken out, and is very much a part of 


money. The body Б sym 
their relative's lives. 


The Rambu Soloq begins when funeral visitors attend a buftalo.slaughtering field. Family 
members are required to slaughter buffaloes as they believe that the spirit of the deceased will 


live peacefully thereafter. continuing 1o herd the bufiaioes that have come to join him or her On 


the eleventh cay of festivities, the body is placed in a cave high up on a cliff. Awood-carved 


effigy called tau tau, carved with the likeness of the dead person is placed in the balcony of the at 


tomb to represent the dead and watch over their remains. Every year in August, a ritual called Е 
Ma'Nene (The Ceremony of Cleaning Corpses) takes piace In which the bodies of ine deceased е of Ancie 
are exhumed to be washed, groomed and dressed in new clothes. The mummies are then 


walked around the village by following a path of straight lines. According to the myth, these lines 
are connected with Hyang. a spiritual entity with supematural po 


The Malagasy people of Madagascar have built a way of life around death — during the dry 
winter montns, famadinana ceremonies, known as ‘the turning cf tne bones”, take place around 
various towns and vilages to commemorate the deceased. Once every two to seven years, each 
family holds a huge celebration at their ancestral crypt wher 
exhumed, wrapped in fine sik, sprayed with wine or perfume. and brought out for community 
festviies. In the Malagasy culture, the turning of the bones is a vital element in maintaining links 
with revered ancestors, who stl play a very real role in daily Ше. The custom is based upon а 


ihe remains of the dead are 


belief that the spirits of the dead do not join the superior world of the ancestors until after the 
body has decomposed completely, and until that fime, the spirit of the deceased stil ingers and 
is able to communicate with the ving. Until they are gone forever the festivities of famadinana 
are а way to shower love and affection upon them. 


‘The ‘Frankenstein’ mummies of Scotland 


In 2001, a team of archaeologi 
South Uist in the Outer Hebrides in Scotland. At first, t appeared to be a typical Bronze Age 
discovery, but the researchers soon discovered that the tinding was гаг тот normal. Genetic 
analysis of the remains led to the startling discovery that the two skeletons were actually made 


found four skeletons at an archaeological site on the island of 


ир of body parts from six different incividuals. In one skeleton, the torso, skull and neck, and 
lower jaw belonged to three separate men, and another skeleton was found to be а composite 
Tormed trom a тае skul, a female torso, апа the arm or a third person wnose gender had not 
been determined. Carbon dating revealed that the skull of the ‘female’ mummy is 


10200 years 
older than the torso. It appears that the mummies were made up of parts from people in the 
same families and then put together ike a jigsaw to make it look like they were just one person 
Archaeologists nave no idea why the remains were mumminied апа then mixed togetner. 
However, one hypothesis is that the mixing of remains was done to combine different ancestnes 
ancestor that literally embodied traits from multiple lineages. 
However. Terry Brown, a professor of biomedical archaeology at the University of Manchester, is 
more cynical апа believes that tne Bronze Age people of scutn Uist were Just practical: "Maybe 
the head dropped off and they got another head to stick on." 
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Nilometers: Ancient Egypt's Ingenious 
Invention Used Until Modern Times 


For thousands af years, nilometers measur v jel of. ar during the annual 
flood season. This, in tum, ised to predi fortunes of the annual harvest, the tax 
be imposed (which determined tne revenues of the slate), as well as the prices of foodstumts 
Therefore, the nilometer was a vital instrum 
ris evident in the fact that even after Egypt was conquered by foreign 
s, nllometers continued to be utilized As а matter of fact, the nilometer only became 
during the 20 th century, when the Aswan High Dam was completed. 


The Nilometers of the Nile 
hat the Nile was the life nt Egypt. The Greek historian Herodotus, for 
le. The river not only enabled intensive cultivation. 
аз also used as a means of transport. The annual flooding of the Nile 
the river's most important natural phenomenon, as it helped to fertilize the agricultural land in the 
it each year. In addition. the inundation of the Nile also 
jious and civil festivals Were to be celebrated thereby 
regulating the rhythm of life in ancient Egypt. 


The annual ficod season cf the Nile lasted from July to October and was caused by the summer 
monsoon rains over the pian Plateau The rainwater flows from the highlands into the Nie 
via its tributaries, including the Blue Nile and the Atbarah River. The water leve! cf the Nil 
its peak around the end of August, and this level is maintained ш early October, апе 
it gradually goes down. 


In addition to the timing of the annual flood, the amount of water brought by the floods was also 
a crucial aspect of this natural phenomenon. Too much or too litle water would have had a 

atve Impact on tne lives of those who cepenced on the river. Therefore, tne ancient 
Egyptians invented the nilometer, а device that measured the water level of the Nile during the 
annual flooding, 
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As the nilometer was such an extremely important instrument, it would be reasonable to expect 
that many of them were built by tne ancient Egyptians. Today, however, there are not many 

examples of the device remaining. According to an агісе published by National Geographic in 
2016. two dozen of the devic: 
nilometers were destroyed by natural disasters, and not rebut 


ined, and leftto fall into ruin. 


are know 


fewer thar 


ist". It seems likely that some 
Others were simply not 


main 


This is for instance, of ihe nllometer of Helwan, a city 10 the south of Cairo, on the 


mphis. This rilometer is recorded to have been restored 


ne са: 


bank of the Nile opposite the ruins of M 
AD, about half a century after the Muslim conquest of Egypt. By 714 AD, however, 
ialid |, ordered the governor 


or builtin & 
the nilometer was in such а bad state that the Umavyad caliph, Al- 
0 Egypt to оша a new nilometer. 


The Roda Island Nilometer 
The new nilometer was built on Roda (or Rhoda / Rawdah) Island, not far from Fustat 


capital at that point in time. The island has been an important location since pharaonic times, 


5 over its long sanda rich 


ypt's 


and served many functio 
garden. 


ху, including a port, an arsenal, a fort 


The island's nilometer, which may Ted to as the Roda nilometer, is located on the 
southern tip of the island, and is perhaps the most famous example of this ancient device. It may 


ed by a flood around 850 AD. A new 


be mentioned the original 6 th century nilometer was dest 
one, he 


er the disaster, and is the one that is sill standing today 


ever, was buit shortly af 


The current Roca nilometer was designed by the astronomer Abu al‘Abbas Ahmad ib 
Muhammad ibn Kathir al-Farqhani (known also as Alfraganus in the We 
restored on various occasions, for instance, once between 872 and 873 AD, and again in 

Restoration had also been carried out during the Ottom 


st) The nilometer has 


period, as well as in more 


Ceiling of th 
used to measure те 


nilometer building, an Ита, 
vel or tne Nile, located оп Roda Island, River Nile, Cair 
Е i / Adobe stock) 


ad era Egyptian water measurement construction, 
о, Egypt. ( Knales 


a well and a column. The well is а 10 m 


the challenges that faced 


‘The Roda nilometer consists of two main elements 
(228 ft) wide and square-hole-dug to a depth of 13 m (42.7 ft) One 


the builders of this nilometer was the nature of the ground that they had to work with. In order to 
create the well, at least 1300 m 3 (4269 ft) of earth and clay had to be removed. 
Having done that, the builders needed to stabilize the structure, and to prevent it from sinking 


into the clay. This was achieved by raising the structure on a foundation of thick tree trunks. The 
well is lined with stone, and is accessible via a staircase on its interior walls. The well. which Б 
circular at tne bottom, but rectangular at tne top, has three stories, each naving an opening 
turned towards a different direction. These openings are connected to the Nile through tunnels, 
and therefore allow water to enter the well during the annual flood season. 
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The octagonal column is the part of the nilometer that is used to me 
Nile during its inundation. This column is made of marble, and is set in the center of the well. It is 
topped with a Corinthian column, and held in place by a wooden beam on the top that spans the 
nilometer. The column is graded, and is divided into 19 Egyptian cubits, each cubit being about 

ст (20 inches). Therefore, this nilometer was able tc measure floods up to about 3.5 т (31.2 


ure Ihe water level of the 


The well of the nilometer at Kom Ombo in Egypt. Source: Claudio Caridi / Adobe stock 


19 cubits of water, however, meant that Egypt was facing severe flooding. When such a situation 
occurred, children wearing yellow turbans would run in the streets to alert the population of Сапо 
of the impending disaster. On the other hand, 12 cubits of water was too little, and was a sign 
that the country would be facing a famine that year. 16 cubits was the ideal amount of flood 
water that was needed for a bountiful harvest. The Nile's flood level can also be read using the 
staircase on the weirs interior walls. The stalrease consists of 45 steps, each of wnicn is 24 cm 
(8.4 in) high. Therefore, the level of the flood waters can be easily calculated by this means. 


It may be mentioned that the definition of a ‘good flood lever was not the same through the ages. 
The Greek geographer Strabo, for example, wrote that before the time of Petronius (the Roman 
pretect of Egyptin the 205 BC), "the crop was the largest and the rise the highest when the Nile 
would rise to fourteen cubits, and when it would rise to only eight a famine would ensue;" During 
the time of Petronius, however, “when the nilometer registered only twelve cubits, the crop was 
the largest, and once, when it registered only eight cubits, no one fett hunger 


‘The Roda nilometer was once covered by a conical dome, which was unfortunately destroyed 
during tne French occupation of Egypt. Fortunately, the scientific mission that accompanied tne 
French expedition made careful and thorough descriptions of the Roda nilometer, including its 
architecture. Thanks to these records, it was possible to make a reconstruction of the dome. TI 
current structure dates to the reign of Farouk |, the penultimate King of Egypt and tne Sudan. 


Reconstructed conical structure over the nilometer on the southern tip of Roda Island on the N 
River at Carro. (Prong hunter / CC BY-SA 3.0) 


Nilometers from Pharaonic and Greco-Roman Times 

One cf the differences between the Roda nilometer and its predecessors from tne pharaonic and 
Greco-Roman periods is that the former was not within the compound of a religious structure. 
Although there is a mosque near the Roca nilometer, this was only buit iater on, ie. during the 
Tim сепшу 


(On tne other hand, pharaonic and Greco-Roman nilometers were commonly associated with 
temples, and were therefore under the control of priests. By accurately predicting the flood level 
of the Nile, the priests must have looked as though they were performing magic, and would паме 
surely impressed the general population 


Опе of he temples in which a nilometer has been found is the 


empie of Kom Ombo, located 48 
km (20 mi) to the north of Aswan. This temple was built during the Ptolemaic period, and is 
unusual for being a double temple. This means that the temple was dedicated equally to two 
gods – Sobek and Horus, which is reflected in the temple's perfect symmetry along its main axis. 
їп any сазе, tne niometer is located witnin the compound от the temple, tnougn not in tne tempie 
itself. 


‘The outside of the пїотеіег well at Kom Ombo. (JMCC! /CC B 0) 
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city of Aswan. For much of Egypt's ancient history, Elephantine 
city. Therefore, it was here that th urements of the Nik 
would be made. Although the current Elephantine nilometer dates to the Roman period, 
archaecio; a restoration, and thal the original pieces were гері 
some point in time. It has also been speculated that the original device may have been the 
oldest nilameter in Egypt 


st mi 


5 flood level for the season 


Nilometer on te southeast si 


ne Island in Aswan, Egypt. (Olaf Tausch / с 


Бо provides a detailed d 
risa well on the bank of the Ni 
marks showing the greate: 
Г ll of the well, measures ort 
complete rises and of the others. So when watchers inspect these, they give cut word to the re: 
of the people, so that they may know. for long beforehand they know from such signs and the 

days what the future rise will be, and reveal it beforehand. This is useful, not only to the farmers 
with regard to the water-distiibution, embankmenis, canals, and other things of this Kind, but also 
to the prefeci 
II be greater 


ription of the Elephantine nilomet 
xd with cl 
least, and mean rises of the Ni 
rs with the river. Accordingly, there are marks on the w 


y, which is as follows, “the 
nilo 


constru 


with regard to tne re 


for the greater rises indicate that the revenues 


Поделиться 


Посмотреть на EB YouTube 


The Construction of the Dam Changed it All 

Whilst Egypt came to be ruled by different powers over the course cf its long history, the 
nilometer continued to serve its function. In fact, the collection of taxes based on the level of the 
Nile's flooding is recorded to have lasted until the middle of the 20 th century. The nilometer 
eventually became obsolete when the construction of the Aswan High Dam was 
1970 (and formally dedicated in the following year) 


mpleted in 


‘The building of the dam marked a big shift in the relationship between the Nile and the people 
who lived along its banks. For the first time in Egypt's history, it was man who controlled the 
annual flooding of the Nie. The Aswan High Dam allowed the floodwaters to be stored in a 
reservoir, and released only when needed. On the other hand, one cf the negative effects cf the 
Aswan High Dam is that sit, which was brought by the annual floods, no longer re: 
agricultural lands, thereby gradually reducing their ferilty 


Although nilometers no longer serve their original function, they have not been abandoned. 
Instead, they have found new life as both cultural heritage and tourist attractions. The Roda 
nilometer. for example, has been nominated by the Egyptian government as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site , and is currently on its Tentative List. 
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By the time of King Philip I, installing a fountain to provide fresh groundwater for soldiers and 
horses was routine. The Filippeios Krini was not intended to last 2.350» years, however, it's 
simple mechanics and solid masonry have enabled it to continue (with periodic repairs) to 
provice water to tne residents of Nestani. 


The hilltop Greek village is also the site of another famous Greek fountain’ the pipelines that 
draw water from the naturally occurring sinkhole Dini (sometimes called Pausanias). This 
sinkhole 


ейетей to mark the birthplace of Poseidon. According to the Greek myth, Poseidon 
was the child of Cronus and Rhea. Cronus was the youngest Titan and had usurped his father 
Uranus (the Sky) for the rule of the universe. He was thus understandably worried about a son of 
his seeking to overthrow him and so decided to eat all cf his children at birth, beginning with the 
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and presented the King God with a colt Interestingly, this did no: strike Cronus as suspicious 

and he promplly ate the horse. Poseidon survived and became the god of hors 


a title he 
divvied up. 
ruling the world. In ancient days. residents of Nestani would sacrifice horses to Poseidon 


maintained even after he took up the role of God of the Sea when he and his brother 


Top 


ву Kerry suivan 


Sources: 
Angelakis, A. 
(2003): 415- 


tris Koutsoyiannis. "Ancient Gre 


‘Encyclopedia of Water Science 


Hondos: "Filippeios Krini." Hondos Classic Hotel & Spa. Hondas Hotel & Spa, 22 June 2013. 
Web. 11 Oct. 2016. http://www.h 


Lekakis, George. “An Ancient Hydraulic Work That Keeps Functioning for 2350 Years. 
NMOAITIEMOY GPYKTOPIEZ (2016): n. pag. Web. 


Up tor 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


Content 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


7 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Greek Mythology 


What Did Ancient Greece. 
+ Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
+ Greece: Exploring the D; 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 
Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Thela—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 


Zac св 


so ШШШ SE OD 


Tags: 


[ovis] met] were | tra Pop Rests | ect ECT 


] MMENTS (2 Comments) 


currently а fres 


Kerry Sullvan has а Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts an 


religious, and political t 


KERRY SULLIVAN 


г, completing as 
topics. 


ments on historical, 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


=. g mir 


15 NOVEMBER, 2020 - 20:33 ED WHELAN 


Engineering Secrets of Barbegal 


Mills, The World's First 
Industrial Complex, Uncovered 


The Romans were among the finest engineers 


in the ancient world. Among the most 
impressive of their engineering feats was the 
Barbegal mills and aqueduct. This is а 
complex of watermilis located in. 


READ LATER 


25 NOVEMBER, 2014- 21:48 LIZLEAFLOOR 
Researchers discover vast 
ancient gold mines in Spain, the 
largest of the Roman Empire 
Complex hydraulic systems and the methods 
of ancient Roman gold mining have been 
discovered using sophisticated laser detection 


and aerial mapping over Las Médulas in 
northwestern Spain 


READ LATER 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


THE 282 TIMES 
DERSPIEGEL 


Q Smithsonian Н theguardi 


[men | 
NewHork The Washington Post | 


Cimes 


iy Mail 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra 
VII Survive and Produce the 
Legendary Queen Zenobia of 
Palmyra? 


a VII, tne 
independent Egypt, had four children 


4 Powerful and Inspiring 
+ Women Rulers that Changed 
Society and the World 


_ The Legendary Helmet of King 
Henry VIII (Video) 
From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 
Top Roman Historian Rates 
Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


These Objects Reveal Intimate 
= Details of Tutankhamun's Life 


(Video) 
The One-Eyed African Queen 

+ Who Defeated the Roman 
Empire: Amanirenas 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


The Legend of Sambation 
River and the Ten Lost Tribes 
of Israel 


The Enduring Mystery and 
+ Ancient Artistry of Bolivia’s 
Sajama Lines 


Exploring the Enigma of the 
Hellfire Club: Dublin's 
Haunted Secret 


The Enigma of Sweden's Great 
* Lake Beast (Video) 


Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 
Light on Mysterious Kaspar 
Hauser Legend 


Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 
‚ Artifacts Found in Arizona 
(Video) 


The Gutian Invasion: What 
Really Caused the Fall of the 
Akkadian Empire? 


kkadian Empire, o 
5 in human history 
ed in ancient N amia under 


first 


The Rise and Fall of the 


+ Mighty Bulgars and the First 


Bulgarian Empire 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra 
VII Survive and Produce the 
Legendary Queen Zenobia of 
Palmyra? 


The Third Punic War: Rome's 


Triumph, Carthage's Tragedy 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 


- Top Roman Historian Rates 


Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


Weapons of Triumph: Caesar's 


` British Invasion (Video) 


Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Curiosity Killed Pliny the Elder During the 
Eruption of Mount Vesuvius 


him as he wate 


Greece's Crown Jewel: A 360° Tour of the 
Acropolis (Video) 


The Gutian Invasion: What Really Caused 
the Fall of the Akkadian Empire? 

The 8,000-Year-Old Footprints of Britain's 
Ancient Hunters (Video) 

Archaeologists in Mexico Uncover 
Remains of a Teotihuacan Village Almost 
1,600 Years Old 

Reviving Ancient Healing Arts: 
Cambodia's Groundbreaking Approach to 
Healthcare (Video) 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
Creation Myths of Australia 


What Makes Sirius, the Dog Star, So 
Special? 


The Legend of Sambation River and the 
Ten Lost Tribes of Israel 


Saint George, The Dragon Slayer: The 
Legend Behind the Hero 


The Green Children of Woolpit: 
Legendary Visitors from Another World 


What is Shambhala? Understanding the 
Mysterious Kingdom of Shambhala 


OUR MISSION 


AtAncient Origins, we believe that o 


ple may s 
prising artifacts that h 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
Creation Myths of Australia 


The Ab 
lest continuo vivin 
compassing hundi diver 


King Solomon's Mines Discovered: Kings 
and Pharaohs - Part | 


Piecing Together the Origins of Ancient 
* Near East Names in Scotland 


The human skull that challenges the Out 
* of Africa theory 


What's the Truth Behind the All-Seeing 
Eye of Providence? 


King Solomon's Mines Discovered: 
* Ancient Treasures - Part II 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Swiss Scientists Identify Bronze Age Iron 
Arrowhead Made from a Meteorite! 


purpose in min 


Medical Mystery of Usermontu: Why the 
+ Discovery of 2,600-Year-Old Knee Screw 
Left Experts Dumbfounded 


Philip's Fountain: The Oldest Still-In-Use 
" Hydraulic Work in the World 


+ The Vajra: An Ancient Weapon of War 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 
» Compelling Argument for Lost High 
Technology in Ancient Egypt 


Does ‘New Evidence’ Prove Noah's Ark ls 
* Buried on a Turkish Mountain? 


gy. mythology 


Ich with OUtot4h 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Tomb of William the Conqueror's Nephew 
Found in Hidden Crypt of Exeter Cathedral 


Gobekli Tepe Archaeoastronomy and the 
Second Hill of Osiris 


The Ancient Aqueducts Keeping Peruvian 


` Deserts Fertile (Video) 


Bask in the Beauty and Melody of the 


" Ancient Mesopotamian угез of Ur 


‘The Perfectly Preserved Yuka Wooly 
Mammoth Mummy (Video) 


‘Two Megalithic Bronze Age Dolmens 


` Excavated in Southern Spain 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


+ Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


- Part! 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


* eur Cultures — Part! 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 
Ancient Treasures – Part | 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 
Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 


A projet of Steta N 


ABOUT ` LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA ^ EVENTS ` FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


ноте /News. 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS == 


Content 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? ОШ С 
eo eee Silphium, the ancient contraceptive herb 


driven to extinction 


in institution of spiritual authority, the Catholic Church wields much influence over the 


attitudes and beliefs of milions of people around the globe. From scriptural doctrine to less 
refined codes of behaviour, the Pope. of which there have been 266 over the last 2000 years. 
holds the power to inform the more than 1.2 bilion Roman Catholics, or 2.18 billion Christians 
globally on the sspects of Christian faith and behaviour expected by the church 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


Of course, not everyone agrees with the teachings of the church, and in that regard tn 

some subjects that are, shall we say, a little sticky in public discourse In 
first ever pope to bear the па! 

ng long strides in steering the Catholic faith to a more pro. 


osition on many issues of social import. 


But two are: even Pope Francis has yet to take a more liberal 
contraception and abortion. These issues. if nothing else. have a tendency to be passionatet 
polarising In pubiic cebate and discussion, though abortion is onen tne leading cause 
those conversations. it seems that fewer people are upset, or feel as passionate about the 
ial of contraception among populations where unchecked procreation and disease are linked 
gly. Or perhaps it's because the church’s stance on the issue of contraception hasn't 
changed much over the years. In fact, Papal condemnation of birth control Is one or ne 
longest standing decrees. Famous names in the history of the Catholic Church, such as 
Alexandria, Hippolytus of Rome, and Augustine of Hippo, have made strong 
Ins of the use of any method that artificially bi 


Clement 
s conception. 


ways the case, however. 


While It's true that the Catholic Church and its Fat 
contraception since iven the burden of 
contracepti 

causing the extinction. 
exist, through overuse 


аме been opposed to the idea ог 
building Jesus' church, priorto that, 
used in Rome. In fact, te Romans may have been responsible for 
hat some have called the most effective her 


t aiant start win tne Romans mougn 


| contraceptive ever to 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY That herb is known as Silphium. Itw апі. poss lated to parsley. or more accurateh 


JOO 


‘STORYTELLING: 
SHORT PIECE 
STELLA OVI LTD. 
ANGENT CRIGNS MAGAZIE 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


ARTHENON WESTER 
PEDIMENT 


M approve receiving emails 


Please verify your request 


я неробот 


P 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


PARTNERS 


NEXUS 


MAGAZINE 


type of giant fennel plant cultivated for ts resin — known commonly 
lasarpic culinary additive, a topical ointment or salve, and a 

medication тог several айтеп, and most relevant to this discussion, a form or birth contol 
There isn't a lot known of i, in fact, its relation to the family Api 
tion, though most sources wil attribute it to the genu 


laser, laserpicium, ог 


ium - which was used a 


jacaea (celery) is mosily 


rula. 


Ancient silver coin from Cyrene de 


ing a stalk of Silphium ( Wikipedia) 


What we do know of itis that it was cultivated in the oldest Greek city in North Arica, called 
Cyrene (now Libya). Legend sug} 
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It was a versatile commodity too, 
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Certainly the connection between silphium and sex is apparent, though t's not exactly a 
complimentary connection. However, a number cf contemporary writings. namely Pausanias 
Description of Greece апа a love poem пот Catullus to his wife Lesbia (Catullus т) агама 

deliberate anc unmistakable correlation between laserpicium and romance. It may be that the 
medicinal properties of the plant were regarded as a means to treat madness or love-sickness. 


Unfortunately for those who might support that line of reasoning. there is no known connection 
between that use of the symbol and tne modern use, therefore most symbolists deny that the 


concept originated with a contraceptive. Though that would be some world-class irony 
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Pythagorean Cup practical joke, but others are of the opinion that it was a handy device 
that was used to teach the virtue of moderation and to caution tthe vice of greed 
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illustration of a Pythagorean cup. ( Fair Use) 


Keeping an Eye on Water Workers’ Wine perpe y 
The Pythagorean Cup is alleged to have been invented by Pythagoras of Samos. According to 
popular tale, he Greek philosopher v 


supervising a group of workers at the water supply «< The Legendary Tower c 
works on Samos. In order to ensure that his workers were not drinking too much wine. 

Pythagoras invented the Pythagorean Cup. Provided thal the workers filed thelr cups only up to 

the designated level, they could have their drinks. If, however, they decided to fl the cup bey 
would ‘miraculously’ drain itself out cf the сир. 
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According to ry, the Pythagoras Cup was created to teach the value of tempera 
Pythagoras’ followers, and to discoura: 


them from being greedy 


Pytnagoreans celebrate sunrise. (1869) Ву Fyodor Bronnikov. ( P тап) 


What Does Tantalus Have to Do with It? 

Incidentally, the Pythagorean Cup is known also as the lus Cup. This does not mean ї 
Tantalus is also a claimant to the invention of this cup. Instead, the as 
Pythagorean Cup and 


lation between the 


talus is a more sinister one. 


"тсе familiar with Gracie muthainay wuld галаа that Tant: 


Sipylus in Lydia (or sometimes Phrygia). The ancient Greeks believed that Tantalus was the son 
of enner Zeus or Tmolus (a king or Lydia) anc tne nympn Plouto. Tantalus is best-known, 
however, for being punished etemally in Tartarus, the deep part of the Underworld that was 


reserved as the prison of the Titans and for the punishment of evildoers. 


rsephone supervising 
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There are several myths explaining the reason for Tantalus’ punishment in Tartarus. The тоз! 
famous one states that the king had invited the Olympian gods to a banquet. According to one 


version of the story, Tantalus decided to test the gods’ power of observation, Therefore he killed 
his son, Pelops, boiled him, and served him to his immortal quests. As expected, the gods knew 


what Tantalus had done, and refused to ea 


Only Demeter, who was distraught at the loss of her daughter, Persephone, was nct aware of the 
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Tantalus’ banquet for the gods. ( Public Domain ) 


For this heinous act, Tantalus was severely punished. Zeus had him Killed by crushing him on а 
Mountain, апа then destroyed everything ne nad created. In tne Underword, Tantalus was 
brought to Tartarus, where he was thrown into a lake with a fruit tree just above him. He was to 
neither able to reach the fruit above, nor the water 


suffer eternal thirst and hunger, as he w 
below. As the king tried to take a bite of the fruit or a gulp of water. these would move away from 
him. Its due to his inability to quench his thirst or satiate nis hunger in the Underworld that 
Tantalus’ name has been loaned to the Pythagorean Cup as well 


° The Hell of Tartarus, Ancient Greek Prison of the Damned 

© Crime and Punishment: Eternal Damnations as handed down by the Ancient Greek 
Gods 

© Sisyphus: King Cheats Death, Annoys Zeus, and Receives Never-ending Punishment in 
the Greek Underworld 


Tantalus and Sisyphus in Hades’ (ca. 1850), a wall painting (now destroyed) in the Niobidensaal 
of the Neues Museum, Berlin, Germany. ( Public Domain. 


How Does the Pythagoras Cup Work? 
Returning to the Pythagoras Cup, this drinking vessel tzkes advantage of a natural phenomenon 
known as the siphon. In the center of the cup is a hollow upside down u-shaped pipe, one end of 
which opens at the base of the cup, and the other inside the cup. Ifthe cup is overflled, the. 
liquid within will begin to flow out of the cup through the curved tube. This causes the pressure in 
the upper part of the pipe to be reduced, thus allowing the higher atmospheric pressure to push 
the rest of the liquid out via the base of the cup. 
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Cross section of a Pythagorean cup being filed. at B, ihe cup may be drunk пот, but at C, the 
siphon effect causes the cup to drain. (Nevit Dilmen / CC BY SA 3.0 ) 


Whilst an actual ancient Greek Pythagorean Cups has yet to be found, a Roman one was 
discovered in Croatia in 2012. This is a bowl made of silver with a figure of Tantalus seated on а 
rock (the pipe is hidden in this rock) in IL This bow! has отеп been regarded to be ‘the world's 
first practical joke" 


Top Image: The Roman Tantalus Bowi, a Pythagorean Cup. ( Journal of Roman Archaeology ) 
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Roman or Before? 

There are a few things that can be said with certainty regarding the London Sto 
the London Stone is of a type of stone known as оой limestone. This 
brought to London during the Roman period for building and sculptural purposes 
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According to Blake, the London Stone was used as an altar by the ancient Druids to sacrifice. 
their victims. A similar assumption can be found in an updated version of John Stow's 1598 The 
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the periodical Notes and Queries 
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А 1853 representation of Brutus of Troy, a legendary descendant of th 


hero Aeneas, was 
known in medieval British legend as ine eponymous founder and first king of Britain. ( 


This saying claimed that “So long as the Stone of Brutus is 
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The article further claimed that the stone was brought from Troy, and was originally erected as 
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Another modern legend asserts that John Dee, an adviser of Queen Elizabeth |, believed that 
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A Forgotten Artifact 

1ле London Stone was Indeed an Important object, t does not seem sc today. About 10 years 
адо, ї маз displayed in а curbside cage that was stuck on the wall cf a Sportec sports shop (111 
Cannon Street, London, ECAN SAR), Surrounded by modem sports equipment, the London 
Stone must have presented a strange site to visitors. The sports shop was later replaced by a 
WH этип, inough ine stone was let in pace. 


111 Cannon Street and the London Stone. (CC BY-SA 3.0) 


It has been reported that permission for the demolition of this building has been granted, and “a 
special raised plinth so that the artifact can be viewed by the public" will be included when the 
new premises are built. In tne meantime, the stone will be displayed in the Museum of London 
during the construction period, 


Featured image: The London Stone, seen through its protective grille. Photo source: CC BY SA 
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Two Huge Sphinx Statues of 
Amenhotep 111 Foun Luxor 
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flurry of archaeological findings in Egypt 
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CENE 


sed the Natural Two Huge Sphinx Statues of 


ion of the Mummies Amenhotep III Found in Luxor 
iiscovery of two unique limest 


What Cau 
Mummi 
of Venzone? 
Italy is famous 


‘many things, but did you 
he 
Venzone mummies are a collection of over 


Luxor has been added to the 
'olcgical findings in Egypt 
ре Ministry of Tourism 


know its а a 
spearheaded by 


топу mummies found and Antiquities. In а. 


'enzone, пау in the 
47th century. Although these. 


once part ofthe ancient —— 2,700-year-old tomb of a buried nobleman at 


This stoa was buit along the ^ the Liujawa site in northern China found 
lae of the agora, and dates to the something unusual . In among the long- 
а century BC. nobleman's ample. 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 
NATIONAL c € Smithsonian H the 


TIMES 6l 
LIMES New lock The Washington Post | 
DER SPIEGEL Times 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


ч= тш — — тшшш: MEE ce Eee сл зы 
monument that was once part ofthe ancient — 2.700-year-old tomb of a buried nobieman at 


Agora of Athens. This stoa was buit along те the Liujiawa site in northein China found 
al. In among the long- 


'an's ample. 


f the agora, and dates to the 
tury BC. 


something unu: 


nobi 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


Uoc € Smithsonian the 


ТНЕзада,ТІМЕЅ | Ehe | | 
НЕА ЕТМЕ ха ож The Washington Post 
DER SPIEGEL Times 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Daily Mail 


Потужний 
елегантний ноутбук 


intel 


"mo 


„=з 
Потужний 
елегантний ноутбук 


mo 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA IMPORTANT EVENTS 


_ чои 


х THES à Пок The Washington Post Es 1 
DERSPIEGEL Times Dai 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


tory & Archaeology  Science& Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


WANT MORE The Music of the Maya: Mysterious 


ANCIENT ORIGINS? i 
aw whistles Confound Experts 


ARTHENON WESTER 
PEDIMENT 


Music has held a special role in human society for thousands of years. In ancient China, for 
instance. sets of bronze be е played for er nt and ritual purpo: T 
complementary tones produced by the dierent bells were а reflection of the Cor 

harmony. In ancient Rome, a flute pl 

disturbances from th 

the Maya. evident in the objects left in the archaeological record 


The Mayas had numerous wind and percussion instruments, including flui whistles, trumpets, 
rattles, bone and gourd rasps and drums. These instruments have been described in texts and 
ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS depicted in Maya art One of the most intriguing instruments to have been found is the Maya 
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Itis unclear as to the way these whistles were used. Seeing that great care and effort went into. 
mating these instruments, itis unlikely that the whistles were used as toys. Ratner, they may 
have had а more important and serious function. 


A 
during funerary rituals, perhaps by musicians accompanying the funerary procession It has also 
been suggested that the whistles were used during human sacrifices. The noise emitted by the 
whistles is said to be capable of altering the consciousness of the sacrificial victims, possibly 
sending them into a dream state. 


оте of these whistles were found in burial sites, it has been speculated that they were used 


Maya vessel with a scene of human sacrifice. Guatemala or Mexico, c. A.D. 600 - 850. Were 


whistles used to atter the state of consciousness of the victims before deat? Public Domain 


The shapes of the whistles may also offer a clue as to their function. Whistles in the shape of 
animals or mythical beings, for example, may have been placed in graves to aid the decea 
the afterlife. On the other hand, the frog-shaped whistles, such as those found in Yaxchilan, 
could nave been used In festivals and celebrations associatec with tne rain god. 


din 


Сагс, the Maya rain deity. From The Maya Book of the Dead, The Ceramic Codex. Public 
Domain 


The whisties of the Mayans are still a mystery to us, and much research would be needed before 
а better understanding about these musical instruments can be gained. Yet, it may be fair to say 
that we have made some advances. Instead of perceiving them as merely objects of art 


archaeclogists ап 


now seeing them as they are - musical instruments. Through these whistles, 
justas the bronze bells for the Chinese and the flutes for the Romans, we may be able to c: 
glimpse of the ideals and beliefs of the Mayans 


Featured image: Mayan Music: A painted image of a file of Mayan musicians playing rattle, 
ocarina, and trumpets wnlle a theatrical scene goes on. Public Domain 
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Dozens of Mummies and 
Skeletons Found in Canary 
Islands Cave Tomb 

An 8th to 10th century grave containing 72 
pre-Hispanic 'Guanche natives has been 
discovered on Gran Canaria. In June last year 
ап amateur archaeologist from the group 'El 
Legado’ flew a drone over. 
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Caribbean Sea Makes 
Mysterious Whistle Sound that 
Can Be Heard from Space 

A study of the Caribbean Sea by University of 
Liverpool ocean scientists has revealed that, 
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in the midst of all the noise of the ocean, this 
region behaves like a whistle, which blows so 
loudly that. 
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Evidence Found for Secret 
Terror Weapon of the Romans 
Archeologisis have unearthed a set of Roman 
lead sling bullets which were used against he. 
barbarian foes in Scotland. The bullets were 
found to make a piercing v/histie noise when 
muried tnrougn tne. 
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A Unique Form of Ancient 
Communication: The Whistling 
Island of La Gomera 

Ап old Engish proverb states that "necessity 
is the mother of invention” On La Gomera in 
the spanisn Canary islands, a need arose 
among its inhabitants to communicate wth 
each other over the 

SS 


EAU LAIEK 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL ic € Smithsonian Н the: 
=y es 
THEa®@ecTIMES ‚© j 
// New dork The Washington Post Cae 
| DER SPIEGEL Times Daily Mail 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Greek Mythology 


What Did Ancient Greece 
- Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
+ Greece: Exploring the Dally 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

* Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 
+ Antiquity: Playground OF 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


m 


By Giving Up Sugar in Their Tea, British 


Women Helped End Slavery 


or not to take sugar w 
polit 


The Legacy and Tragic Death 
of Egyptology's Father, 
Champollion 


Champolion 
ical 


попу 


, The Final Fates of the Children 
of Cleopatra VII 


_ A Day in the Life of the Boy 
King Tutankhamun (Video) 


Top 10 Ancient Greek Athletes 
+ and their Sporting 
Achievements 


Elizabeth Bathory: Was the 
+ ‘Blood Countess’ Serial Killer 
Misjudged? 
‘The Lost Years of Jesus: No 
‘One Knows How He Spent His 
20s (Video) 


Have you 


Mastering the Atlatl: The Ultimate 
Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


Accidental Find of Impeccably 
Preserved Ming Dynasty 
Taizhou Mummy 


Mun 
ancient 


hts of the 


rituals 


Discoveries of Ancient 
Underground Cities Around 
the World. 


Fathoming the Ruins of 
Yanmen Shan Mountain and 

* the Biggest Cut Rocks in the 
World 


Sacred Treasure Hunt: In 
Pursuit of the Elusive Ark of 
the Covenant (Video) 


‚ Neolithic Stone Balls: The 
Northern Rosetta Stone? 


UFO Author Will Lead 
» Exploration of Rendlesham 
Forest Encounters Site 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


її? Ils a prehistoric 
Tor thousands о 


The Massive Project to Move 
Abu Simbel 200 Feet Up a Cliff 
Face (Video) 


id is hon 
der 
withstand 


See The Titanic as Never Seen 
- Before in ‘Largest Underwater 
Scanning Project in History" 


Secrets of the Kushite Empire 
- and How They Took Over 
Egypt (Video) 


Earthquake, Not Volcano, 
+ Claimed Many Victims In 
Pompeii 
The Devaluation of Rome: 
- Roman Inflation and the 
Demise of the Empire 


The Unbreakable Barrier: 
- Dubrovnik's Walls Through 
the Ages 


ANCIENT PLACES 


750 Years of Flavor: The Story of Yuasa's 
Soy Sauce (Video) 


_ Watch the Remarkable Ancient Method of 
Casting Bronze Faces (Video) 


Roman Carvings of a Smiley Face anda 
Phallus Found in Spain 

_ 750 Years of Flavor: The Story of Yuasa's 
Soy Sauce (Video) 


‚ 7,000-Year-Old Skeleton in Foetal 
Position Discovered in Poland 


Stunning 2,700-Year-Old Petroglyphs 
` Found Hidden Under Moss in Sweden 


+ Asherah: God's Forgotten Wife 
+ The Theory of ‘Three Human Species’ 


The Origins of the Faeries: Changes in 
* Conscious Perception - Part Ii 


‚ The origins of human beings according to 
ancient Sumerian texts 


_ The human skull that challenges the Out 
of Africa theory 


Accidental Find of impeccably Preserved 


* Ming Dynasty Taizhou Mummy 


Naupa Iglesia: An Egyptian Portal in the 
Andes? 


Jaisalmer Fort: The Imposing Desert Fort 


* With a Bone-Chilling Custom 


From Floods to Fame: The Remarkable 


* Story of the Titus Tunnel in Turkey 


The Kilwa Sultanate: The Island State 


` That Dominated Medieval East Africa 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


The Kilwa Sultanate: The Island State That 
Dominated Medieval East Africa 


The Disturbing True Story of the Pied 
* Piper of Hamelin 


_ The Quest for the Lost White City of 
Honduras (Video) 


Adventist Adventurer Claimed to Have 
+ Found Ark of the Covenant Beneath 
Crucifixion Site 


The Myth of the Basajaun: A Basque 
Story of an Ancient Encounter 


The Origins of the Faeries: Changes in 
* Conscious Perception - Part Il 


OUR MISSION 


We're ihe only Pop Archa 


By bringing оре 


ancient places, i 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Mastering the Atlatl: The Ultimate 
Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The Northern 


" Rosetta Stone? 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 
Compelling Argument for Lost High 
Technology in Ancient Egypt 


What Did Ancient Egypt Really Look 


* Like? A Visual Tour (Video) 


6 Advanced Ancient Inventions Beyond 


" Modern Understanding 


2000-Year-Old Bronze Toy Provides Clues 


‚ on How the Best Roman Chariots were 


Constructed to Win Races 


г beginnings 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part | 


What is the origin of t 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


` eur Cultures – Part! 


Curse of the Burled Pearl: The Hunt for 


` Ancient Treasures – Part | 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 


` Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


Аргорс! of Stella Novus. 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


ноте /News 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


Content 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


The Music of the Maya: Mysterious 
whistles Confound Experts THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


Music has held a spe 
instance. sets of bronze bells ve e ntertainment anc ritual purpose 

complementary tones pi Б were e reflection of the 

harmony. In ancient Rome, a flute resent at sacrifices in order to drown any 
disturbances from the external surrou M also central to the rituals and traditions of 
the Maya, evident in the objects left in the archaeological record 


The Mayas had numerous wind and percussion instruments, including flutes, whistles, trumpets, 


tais, bone and gourd rasps ard drums, These hetrarents Rave been deserbed in iets and 
B cepcied in Maya at One ofthe most intiguing instruments to have been found isthe Maya 
& THE ARK whistle 
OFTHE 
COVENANT 


Wi agree to receiving emails Read terms 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


He poor 


P 


MOST READ TODAY 


£ 


+ 


м 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


ANCIENT EGYPT 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


= SNS] 
OYAL ^ 
DS. 


JAMES TURNER 


bird whistle made around 1000 AD. Credit: Wil 


Ma 


/ Source: BigStockPhoto 


Maya wnis 


= have been found п several arenaeolo} 
геге found during the excavati 


ical sites. For instance, elgntor these 
by the INAH (Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e 
9 and 1991. The w 


ist 


Historia) at the site of Yaxchilan in 
this site are shaped as frogs. and prodi 
105. 


Is. Mexico, bet 


[Gn 


ICO'S MITLA 


$ UNDERWORLD 


п ihe shape of a frog from Yaxchilan ( 
whistle. (Wiliam Scott / 


Apart from Mexico, suc 


have also been found in Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Columbia. Ecua: Peru, an indication that these regions may have belonged to one 
common musical sphere. For centuries, however, these w 
ratner than musical instruments, and for a юге 


ra 


were perceived as curiosities, 


while they were believed to be drinking vesse's 


Due to their: 


were examined 


ange shapes, these whi artistic, rather than a 


musical point of view, and it is only recently that their musical qualities have been given any real 


attention 


MORE 


intimately 1 
ya Underw 
ards of De 
ie Hero f 
tresurre 
ugh sac 


for 
Content 


ds of Death by trie 
ninto being sac; 
timately.the 

as the arena 1 
rhich life and) 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


SIs 
a 


Whistle in the shape of a Ball Player, Late Classic Mayan — San Diego Museum of Man ( 
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and are ready to be used 
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stles could 


Itis unclearas to the way these whistles were used. Seeing that great care and effort went into 
making these instruments, Its unlikely that the whistles were used as toys. Ratner, they may 
have had а more important and serious function. 


A 
during funerary rituals, perhaps by musicians accompanying the funerary procession It has also 
been suggested that the whistles were used during human sacrifices. The noise emitted by the 
‘whistles is said to be capable of altering the consciousness of the sacrificial victims, possibly 
sending them into a dream state. 


оте of these whistles were found in burial sites, it has been speculated that they were used 


Maya vessel with a scene of human sacrifice. Guatemala or Mexico, c. A.D. 600 - 850. Were 
whistles used to айе the state of consciousness of the victims before death? 


blic Domain 


The shapes of the whistles may also offer a clue as to their function. Whistles in the shape of 
animals or mythical beings, for example, may have been placed in graves to aid the decea: 
the afterlife. On the other hand, the frog-shaped whistles, such as those found in Yaxchilan 
could nave been used in festivals апа celebrations associatec with tne rain god. 
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Сагс, the Maya rain алу. From The Maya Book of the Dead, The Ceramic Codex. Public 
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The whisties of the Mayans are still a mystery to us, and much research would be needed before. 
a better understanding about these musical instruments can be gained. Yet, it may be fair to say 
that we have made some advances. Instead of perceiving them as merely objects of art 


archaeclogists ап 


now seeing them as they are - musical instruments. Through these whistles, 
justas the bronze bells for the Chinese and the flutes for the Romans, we may be able to c: 
glimpse of the ideals and beliefs of the Mayans 


Featured image: Mayan Music: A painted image of a file of Mayan musicians playing rattle, 
ocarina, and trumpets wnlle a theatrical scene goes on. Public Domain 
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Shiva, one of the main deities of the Hindu religion. It's a phallic-shaped 
symbolizes his divine creative energy and the cosmic male principle. Shiva 


UNDRAISER 


DELETE 
MINES 


SAVE 


DELETE 
MINES 


SAVE 
LIVES 


DONATE 


DONATE 
TODAY 


MriysAid.ca 


for Premi 
Content 


Shia 


ingam. ( salko3p / Adobestock) 


Lingam translates as "mark" or “sign,” and it represents the power of creation. Lingams usually 
consist ofan elongated oval shape with a rounded top, forming a phallus. Alongside representing VIRAL ARTICLES 
creation, the lingam also marks the union of tne masculine and feminine energies. 
encompassing both creation and destruction. 
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Shiva Lingams are beautifully carved ang every рап of their torm hoids meaning. They embody 
the concept of the etemal cycle of ife, death, and rebirth. Its smooth, rounded form represents 
purity and wholeness, while its upward-pointing nature signifies the upward joumey of 
consciousness toward enlightenment, 


3.0f all Phalluses: The Cerne Abbas Giant - Very Well Endowed 

In the case ofthe Cerne clearly did matter. Carved into a hillside in Dorset, 
England the Ceme Abbas Giant is believed to be thousands of years old, This geoglyph depicts 
a male figure wielding a club while sporting a particularly prominent phallus. Said phallus is an 
impressive 30 meters (98 п) long. 


^n 
The origins and purpose of the Ceme Abbas Giant remain a subject of speculation. Som: 
theories suggest that it represents а fertility symbol, or a depiction of a pagan белу associated 
with vinity end procreation. Others propose it could have served as a territorial marker or held 
ritual significance for ancient communities. 
ете Abbas Giant. (Dorset Counci/ СС B 20) 
Over the years this giant phallus has become an iconic symbol associated with the эйе and it Puma 
has become regarded as a symbol of male potency and sexual power. Due to tts chalky nature, 
the phallus has to be frequently maintained and “e-chalked’ to preserve its distinctiveness. Маленька сумочка ia колекції 
с G Puma. 3acti6Ha модель 
The Cerne Abbas Giant and his impressive phallus are a major tourist attraction and people from 
3 ы ы a виготовлена із текстильного 
all over the world visit to admire this geoglyph. It has become а popular landmark and continues 
матеріал. 
to spark fascination and debate regarding its origins, purpose, and significance in ancient ti i бА 
== AnswearUA 


4.The Vindolanda Phallus - Britain's Oldest Sex Toy 
The Vindolanda Pnallus , a 2000-year-old Roman relic, was found in 1992 near tne ancient 


Roman fort of Vindolanda, located along Hadrian's Wall. Originally, it was listed as а daming 
object, a pestle, or a good-luck charm used to "ward off evil." Which isn't terribly exciting. 
However. when researchers took a second look at it, another use came to mind 
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smooth with "use". This led researchers to conclude it had either been used for one of the above. 
or more excitingly, as a sex aid. 


scan showed that boin ends of this 13cm (6.3 in) phallus-shaped object nave been worn 


While they're not sure. the fact the Vindoianda phallus is “life-sized”. wooden, and worn smooth 
has led researchers to conclude it was most likely used as a sex too! of some sort. This would 
make it a rather exciting discovery. We know from Roman artwork that the Romans end Greeks 
made use of dildos, but few archaeological examples have been found. 


lus discovered near Hadrian's Wai 
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was it a Roman dildo or torture device? 


Its believed to be the first known example of a non-miniaturized disembodied phallus ma 
wood In the Roman world.” This isn't to say the упаоапса Phallus wes necessarily usec to give 
someone a good time, however. The Romans weren't above using dildos as torture de 


used to assert their dominance over prisoners and reinforce power disparities. The fact that the 
\Vindolanda Phallus was found at a fort could point to this more disturbing use case. 


5.Roman Penis Graffiti- All Over the Place 

Following on from that. perhaps the soliers stationed at Vindolanda Fort were j 
immature. It's doubtful there's a single classroom or men's bathroom on the planet that doesn't 
have a penis etched somewhere in it The Romans were no different 
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uling Roman graffiti above it that was meant for another Roman soldier. The 
insult reads: "You shi"*rl' ( Vindolanda Charitable Trust ) 


Alarge, engraved penis drawing was топса: Vindolanda For. with tne insult "You snir 
carved above it. Juvenile? Yes, Funny? A little bit. 


What does this phallic symbol mean? Simply put, just like certain young men today, te Romans 
found it funny to carve enlarged phalluses into walls. The archaeologists at Vindolanda Fort 
‘even particularly surprised to find it So far, they've found 13 such carvings along 
Найпап Wall 
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And its not just Hadrian's Wall. Lots of ancient Roman sites have penises эсгам 


all over 


them. Perhaps most famously the wonderfully preserved towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum 
feature some hilariously bawdy graffiti. For those interested in Roman history. locking et penis 
gram is Just an occupational nazara at tnis point. 
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The Earliest History of Eating Insects 
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the chim; n reconstruct what 


es of today have very similar living conditions, 


life was like for our Пай-тап and halt 


We know that primates often feasted on termite mounds by inserting a stick inside the nest, 
waiting for the termites to climb on, and gnawing them off. Termites were essential as they 
provided protein which was lacking in their mainly fruit-based diet Adding to this, archaeological 
evidence from Jun Mitsuhashi nas shown that the fossilized feces of ancient people contained 
ants, larvae of beetles, lice, ticks, and mites 
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nlinued to be an important food source two million years later for the more advanced 
Australopithecines, who could walk on two legs and make toois. Unlike earlier generations, they 
used bone tools to dig for termites. This discovery was made by a team of scientists who made 
similar bone tools and used them in the same way. They then compared the wear and tear to 
fossilized bone tools, finding the markings to be exactly the seme. 


Next, Ното erectus , who appeared on the evolutionary stage 1.9 million years ago and could 
use fire and cook food. preferred to forage for insects. as they needed protein to support their 
larger brain sizes. 


But with the arrival of the Neanderthals 260,000 years ago, the art of eating insects started to 
fade. Neanderthals left their homeland in Africa and moved to freezing Europe during the Ice 
Age. They preferred to subsist on big game and because of the cold conditions there were hardly 
any insects to forage, and the few that existed were not very big so not worth collecting. As а 
result, a strong insect eating tradition never evolves in Europe. 


‘Yet not everyone decided to move to Europe. The existence of an ice-bridge between Siberia 
and North America meant large populations settled in more tropical regions such as South 
‘Amenca, where insect eating continued to be practiced and can still be found now. In fact, there 
are only three countries located outside the tropics where eating insects continued, namely 
China, Japan, and Mexico. 


Despite this, agriculture was a more popular method of food production. It was preferred 
because in comparison to growing crops, harvesting insects was more difficult because they 
were small and пага to find, plus the increasing populations of these еагу humans could only be 
sustained by the larger yields of agriculture. 


Furthermore, because of the devastation of crops by locust swarms and other pests, insects 
became the enemy as agriculture became more favored. In addition the domestication of 
animals became a more emicient way to produce mucn needed protein. 


Although bug eating eventually came second to agriculture, it continued to play a supporting 
role, with boiled dragonfies in Indonesia, fire-roasted tarantulas in Latin America, and fried 
winged-termites in Ghana still remaining popular delicacies to this day 
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According to a study by YI, He, Wang, and Kuang, insect eating can be found in China as far 
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Eating Insects as Worship 
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In Islamic lore, the Koran justifies the consumption of locusts, describing them as "game of the 
sea” and ‘Allah’s troops” . Alongside this, bees, ants, lice, and termites were also viewed as 
halal 


Хірургічний інструмент 


Медет 


EE 
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have fo resort more to eating insects as meat becomes too environmental 
nicemyphoto / Adobe Stock) 


expensive. ( 


Breaking Taboos 
In Europe and other places without bug eating traditions, munching on insects is considered n 


taboo because they are perceived as dirty and disgusting. Yet in other societies, such as the 
many Jewish settlements around the world, the European penchant for shellfish ike shrimp and 
lobster is seen as equally as repugnant. 
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Top image: Eating insects goes back to the beginning of human time and continues today in 
more ways than you might think of. Source: freshidea / Adobe Stock 
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From Pre-Islamic Arabia To A Jewish Kingdom And The Ka’bah 
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In a recent article What kind of Judaism in Arabia? " Christian Robin, a French epigra 
апа historian who also a leader of the expedition at Bir Hima, says most scholars now agi 


that, around 380 AD, the elites of the kingdom of Himyar dto 
‘The Himyarte rulers may have seen in Judaism a potential unifying force for their new, culturally 
divers and an identity to rally resistance against creeping encroachment by Byzantine 
and Ethic ү s аз well as the Zoroastrian empire of Persia. 
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Conversion to Judaism in the Himyarite Capital of Zafar 

Itis unclear how much of the populaton converted, perhaps 10-20% perhaps 30-40%. What is 
sure is that in the Himyarite capital of Zafar (south cf Sana'a), references to pagan gods largely 
disappeared from royal inscriptions and texts on public buildings and were replaced by writings 
Inat refer оа single deity 


= The End of Ancient Judaism: The Captivity 
» Babylonian Talmud is More Detailed On The Birth Of Jesus Than The Bible 


Using mostly the local Sabean language (and in some rare cases Hebrew), this God is 
alternatively described as Rachmanan — the Merciful — the "Lord of the Heavens and Earth,” the 
‘God of Israel and "Lord of the Jews.” Prayers invoke God's blessings on the ‘people of israel" 
and those invocations often end with shalom and amen, 


For the next century and a half, the Jewish Himyarite kingdom expanded its influence into central 
Arabia, the Persian Gulf area and the Hijaz (Ihe region of Mecca and Medina), as attested by 
royal inscriptions of its kings that have been found not only at Bir Hima, just north of Yemen, but 
also near what is today the Saudi capital of Riyadh. 


But growing outside pressure ultimately took its toll on the Jewish Arab leadership of Himyar 
sometime around the year 500, t ll to Christian invaders trom tne Etiopian kingdom ot Aksum 
In a last bid for independence, in 522, a Jewish Himyarite leader, Yusuf As ar Yatr'ar, rebelled 
against the puppet Christian ruler enthroned by the Ethiopian negus and destroyed the Aksumite 
garrison. He then besieged Najran, which had refused to provide him with troops, and in 
revenge massacred part of its Christian population 
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Relief from Zafar which shows а man wearing a crown, during the era when area was Christian. 
(Руше/ CC BY-SA 3.0) 


Discovering the Inscription From Yusuf And The Ka’bah 
їп 2074, the French-Saudl expedition at Bir Hima discovered an inscription recording Yusurs 
passage there аћег the Najran massacre as he marched north with 12,000 men into the Arabian 
desert to reclaim the rest of his kingdom. Christian chroniclers recorded that around 525 AD the 
Ethiopians defeated the rebel leader. 
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For the next century, Fimyar was a Christian ruled kingdom that continued to dominate Arabia. In Ищете Хороший кофе. Вам clona 
the middle of the sixth century, one of its rulers, Abraha, marched through Bir Hima, leaving on 

stones, dated 552 AD, records of the many locations he conquered, including Yathrib, a desert 

oasis that even years later was still called Yathrib, the City of tne Jews, and that just 70 years 

later would become known as Madinat анай! (the Спу of the Prophet), or, more simply, Medina. ©. ата 


What kind of Judaism did the Jews of Himyar practice? Did they observe the Sabbath? Or the 
rules of kashrut? Robin, the French epigraphist, writes in his article that the official religion of 
Himyar may be described as “Judeo-monotheism * ‘a variety of Judaism’ that followed many of Купить 
the Judaism's basic principles, rituals and proninrions (dally prayers. circumcision, sexual purity 
pilgrimage, charity, Shabbat and Holydays, a ban on religious images and eating pork). But like. 
Reform Judaism today, the Himyar Jews did not follow mest of the restrictions that Orthodox 
rabbis had added to the Torah of Moses. 
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The Two Rabbis Who Fought Against Destroying the Ka'bah 
The Tafsir of Ibn Kathir (ост 1302 AD) is one of the most widely used explanations of the Quan 


in the Arab world today. Recently, while studying Qur'an with ibn Kathir's Tafsir, I learned of an 
amazing event involving two rabbis and the Holy Ka'bah. While explaining a Qur'an verse 
(44:37) ibn 


hir relates t 


One of the Tubba` (rulers) left Yemen and went on a journey of conquest until he reached 
Samarkand, expanding his kingdom and domain. He is the one who founded AL-Hirah. It is 
agreed tnat пе passed through А-Майпап during the days or Janilyyan. He fought its 
inhabitants, but they resisted him: they fought him by day and supplied him with food by night, so 
he felt ashamed before them and refrained from harming them. 


‘When (on his return) he passed by Makkah, he wanted to destroy the Ka'bah, but the rabbis 

told him not to do that. They told him about the significance of this House, that it had been built Свежий кофе 
by Ibrahim Апай, peace be upon him, and that it would become of great importance through 

that Prophet who would be sent towards the end of time. 
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So he respected t, performed Tawaf around it, and covered it with a fne cloth. Then he retumed 

to Yemen and invited its people to follow the religion of guidance along with him. At that time, the. 

religion (Judaism) ot Musa, peace De upon nim, was the religion followed by those who were 

guided, before the coming of the Messiah (Jesus), peace be upon him, So, the people of © knbkinua 

accepted the religion of guidance (Judaism) along with him. 
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Купить 


Judaism would have started 1,400 years ago. 


AOR mama а аа а 


Свежий кофе 


Ищете хороший кофе. Вам сюда. 


An old drawing of the Ka'bah in Mecca. (Peace Palace Library / Public domain ) 


Two Rabbis of the Tubba Jewish Kingdom Protected the Ka'bah 
God willing, ibn Kathirss narrative (44:37) about how the two rabbis from the Jewish kingdom of 


Tubba In Yemen protected the Ka'bah тот destruction will set a good example for Arab and 
Jewish leaders today; and inspire tnem to seek reconciliation instead of revenge. 


= The Meaning of Mecca, Islam's Holiest City 
© The Life of the Prophet Muhammad: Spreading Islam from Mecca to Medina 
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The LORD of Hosts will bless them saying, “Blessed be Egypt My people, Assyria My папамогк, 
and Israel My inheritance.".. (Isaiah 19.23- 


Top image: The Kaaba of Mecca was saved by two Jewish rabbis in a story that shows religious 
tolerance and wisdom Source: Jasmin Merdan /Adobe Stock 
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Thus, he explic: 


ns make up a person's meal. He went on to explain that the collection of many 


the entire mankind was made of many famili 


is important as all the valuable riches in this 


even a single grain of rice w 
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people began calling him Kanad, as Kan in means “the smallest ^ 

id went on to pursue his fascination with the unseen world and w а 
Kanad went on to pursue his fascination with the unseen world and with nrto БААЗ Ам RELIC 
his ideas and teachi 
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them to others. Thus, people began calling him Acharya (meaning “the teacher") 


the name Acharya Kanad , meaning “the teacher of small partc 
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Kanad’s Conception of the Anu, the Atom tor P 
Kanad was walking with food in his hand, breaking tt into small pieces when he realized that he Content 


was unable to divide the food into any further parts, it w 
conceptualized the idea of a particle that could nct be divided any further. He called t 
Inaivisible matter Parmanu, or anu (atom) 


ias too small. From this moment, Ka 
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Kanad suggested that it was the different combinations of Parmanu which produced different 
the idea that atoms could be combined in various ways юе ard AR 
се of other factors such as heat. He gave blac 


types of substances. He also put forwar 
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earthen pot and ripening of fruit as examples of this phenomenon. 


е chemical changes in pres: 


Acharya Kanad founded the Vaisheshika school of philosophy ( Darshan) where he taught his 
ideas about the atom and the nature of the universe. He wrote a book related to his research, 
елмес Vaisnesnik Darsnan , and became known as “the Father of Atomic The 


Leucippus on the left and Democritus on ht, both painted by Luca Giordano. (Luca 
Giordano / & ) 


Father of Atomic Theory or Proponent of Speculative Metaphy: 


Nevertheless, 8 K Arun Murti e that the equivalence of Kanac's doctrine of 
anu with modern atomic theory of ously strange апа Vaisneshik Darsr 
does not deserve the merit of science." Instead he highlights that the doctrine belongs firmly in 


the category of metaphysics 


The Vaisheshika school posited that there were seven categories within the universe: Dravyam 
(matter), Guna (Quality), Karma (Action), Samanya (Generic species), Visnesha (Unique trait) 

лаугуа (Innerence or integrated part of the wnole), ana Aonava (Non-existence). Meanwhile. 
subdivided into nine further categories: Prithvi (Earth), Jala (Weter), Teja 


п / space dimension), Kaala (Tim 


муат (matter ) 


1). Угау (Gas), Aaksasa (Ether), Dika (Direct 


(Mind) and Atma (Soul) 
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e Indian culture 


them, or vice versa, or whet 


г both evolved independently is a matter of dispute. 


пп Dalton in later life by Thomas Phillips. (Р отат) 


oh on (1766-1844) is the founding father of atomic theory, and his theory the ‘first 


scientific theory of ed on empirical evidence. While the concepts he used in ci 


ms" b; ting 


his theory were actually based on the work of other scientists, he combined them into a theory 
that was measurable and testable. His conclusions were reached through a process of analysis 
and experimentation 

object of creation is made of atoms which in turn connect with each other to form 


olecules, Kanad reportedly said. His theory of t гасі and enmeshed in 


being as it was a speculative thesis based on logic and not on personal experence 
or experimentation. Nevertheless, his theories "were bri aginative explanations of tne 
physical structure of the world, and in а large measure, agreed with the discoveries of modern 


liant im; 


Physics." asserted A L. Basham, the veteran Australian Indolcgist 
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Mechanical Devices, оу Isi 


genious а-Јатат, was и 
led description cf one hundred devices and inventions along with 


206 and includes a deta 


instructions on how fo construct them. ( ) 


The Creation of Genius: Early Origins of Ismail al-Jazari 
Every man ought o be known by his true name. Ви, 'oloing the age-old Muslim custom, al- 
lenge to е was bom in 1196 AD, cs Ва az 
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joes not remember the 


aris full name could be a bit of a 
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of its birth, i 


of origin. While histo 


agreed thatit wa: 


tesopotamia. Some scholars argue that ne 
a , the traditional 


in the historic region of Upper 


fers to A 


жаз bom in the town of Jazirat ibn Umar , or his name simply 


name for the Upper Mesopotamia region 


from his major work and his biggest achievement: the 
Ingenious Mechanical Devices ). А more пега! 


Most e know about his life come 
ook known as The Book or Knowiecge or 
translation of the original Arabic name would be Book in Know 
Within his Боск, itis stated that al-Jazari followed in his father's ving as the 

м of the rulers in the Artugid Palace. The latter was the main residence of the powerful 
Turkic Artuqid Dynasty, whien ruled the region in the 121n and 13th centuries. 
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атап was а fascinating 
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ily. It is important to note that Ismail at-Jazari was most. 


фез in detail one hundred various devic: 
Ош of these hundred, around 
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which have been known since anti 
raditonal sense, 


likely net an inventor in the 


but rather a devoted and practica! engineer 
ded in constructing these unique. 
few revolutionary designs, with whose 


rstand the complex approach 
s. Nevertheless, this allowed him to come up with a f 
on he is credited today. 


tes that all the а 
у al-Jazari піт ofthese 
le al-Jazari a very prominent and popular figure in his lifetime. His 
copies and manuscripts of it exist 

ve the book a 


is Mechanic: 
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their efficiency seemingly m: 
Dock became a sort of medieval bestseller, as numerous 
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inventions in 


uded in the Book of Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical Devices, 
are testament to the brilliant mind of Ismail al-Jazari This one 
(меторо! 


is а donkey-powered waterwheel 


п Museum of Art / CCO) 


A Master of Water Movements 

People nowadays often dis the sheer genius of атап, and just how advanced 
his inventions were. centuries ahead of their time. As both an engineer and inventor. al-Jazari 
possessed the ability to skilruly observe and understand tne inner workings or some basic. 
natural principles, which he could incorporate into his own designs. Two of the major 
mechanisms he relied on were the use of water and the use of camshafts, 


Acamshaftis a rotating object wth special pointed cams, which turns rotational mation into. 
reciprocal motion. Аі-Јагап often combined the movement of water and this early camshaft 
design to create hybrid creations. His heavy reliance on water in his designs earned him the 
epithet “The Master of Water. 


Ismail al-Jazari's early crankshaft design was quite skillfully executed, and not in many ways 
different than the modem one to appear centuries later. His design focused on a large wheel 
whose rotation set several crankpins into straight, back-and-forth motion. Known as a crankshant 
with 2 connecting rod, he used this design in two of his personal inventions: the double action 
reciprocating piston suction pump, and а saqiya crank drive chain pump. Both 
described in detail 


f these he 


His crank-ariven Saqiya water pump designs were a complex concept that improved tne already 
established tool. With reliance on а crankshaft and numerous conne: 


ing gears, alJazarís 
approach helped minimize the intermittent working cycle of the original design, and created a 
smoother. continuous work cycle. 


His double-action suction pump with valves and reciprocating piston motion was however a true 
Ingenious design, Inspired by similar inventions that appeared in the Byzantine world. This 
complex, elaborate machine was a pioneering invention in many aspects. First of all, it was the 


first ever use of a true suction pump. It was also the first time a crank rod was used and tne f 
use of the double-action principle. This suction pump could lift 13.4 meters (43.9 ft.) of water, 
relying on delivery pipes to do so. 


The Castle Water Clock is another ingenious mechanical dev 
boo of inventions. ( Public domain ) 


im Ismail al-Jazari's famous 


Earliest Robots in History: To Entertain and Inform 
However, the true brilliance of Ismail al-Jazari and his inventions is displayed by his "robots" and 


automata. Some of the earliest robotics work is ascribed to him and was really a big focus in his 
career. 1t shows how advanced his thinking was, and was most certainly something unparalleled 
at the time. One unique automaton relied on an early hydraulic pump, which measured time as a 
stopwatch, and whistled when the time was up. 


But perhaps the most unique of his automata is his musical robot band. It featured a boat with 
тош artificial robot musicians, who were designed to entertain guests. The robot band is also 
shown in detail in his book. This invention show 


m of water and rotary 


ases a complex syst 
cams which were used to set the "robots" and their instruments into motion. It is possible that the. 
main instrument used was the drum, whose tempo could be alternated with the different 
positioning of the cams. It is written that tne musical automaton was very loud and could perform 
several unique tunes. 


This particular design was taken even further, but this time in the form of a clock. Al-Jaz 
designed a complex artificial band, 


served to entertain guests and also tell the passage of 
time. it consisted of several figures joined together: two cymbal players, two trumpeters, and 
three percussion instrument players. This unique mechanism served as a form of a clock, 
producing a short musical performance 
role 


every hour. This served both a practical and entertaining 


Like most of al-Jazari's inventions. this clock was powered by a complex mechanism relying on 
water, pistons, and cables. The musicians were connected to a large wheel, whlcn was propelled 
by water. The hourly movements were enabled by slowly dripping water from a large tank into a 
smaller bucket, which would eventually tip over and initiate the movement. As the hourly 
movements progressed, another figure on top of the scene would move along. until it reached 
the end position, triggering a carved facon that drops a ball out of its beak onto а cymbal, м 
jangling sound initiates the daybreak and starts the movement once more. 


se 


Candi clocks were known for a very long ime, and were not very unique in al-Jazar's time. 
However, he greatly improved the design and created one of tne most advanced candle clocks 
of his era. These candies burned at a steady and measured pace, anc their diminishing indicated 
the passing of time. Al-Jazar's design was complex. I featured a dial to display Ume, a sei 
pulleys and counterweights, as well as a first-time use cf the popular “bayonet fit; a connection 
technique that is 


or 


till used today. It is stated that а candle clock so sophisticated and refined was 
documented elsew 


Left: The Elephant Clock тот The Book of Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical Devices by 
[small al-Jazar. ( Public domain ) Right: Reproduction of tne elepnant ciock at tne Ibn Battuta 


Mall in Dubai. ( Public domain ) 


The Elephant Clock as His Crowning Achievement 
It was his famous Elephant Clock that really marked Ismail a.-Jazari's career and remained as 


his most recognizable invention. This со 
elephant with a traditional "carriage" on top of him. As the name suggests, the clock timing 
mechanism was based on water movement: a large tank filled with water was hidden with the 
elephant. In it floated a deep bow! that had a hole in its center - it took half an hour for it to fill up 
through the hol 


plex water clock was disguised within a large Asi 


Аз it sank due to the water filing up, this bow! pulled on an attached string. The latter was in tum. 
connected to a classic seesaw mechanism at the very top of the tower that was on the elephant. 
As the seesaw tipped over, it dropped a ball into the mouth of the c 
tower The serpent angles forward, pulls on a senes of stnngs and retneves те deep pow тот 
within the elephant, resetting it At the same time, the strings initiate the movement of a figure 


ved serpent that sat in the 


inside the tower, raising its hands and striking into а drum. The entire movement indicat 
half an hour or a full hour. The serpent returns to its original position and the system is re: 


ез either 


describing his marvelous invention, al-J 
Indian and African cultures, the two dragons represent Chii 
е water work represents Grex 
his appreciation for other cultures and the work of others, and no intention 
for him to approprate ihe earlier inventions as his own 


wrote that "the elephant represents the 
у culture, the phoenix represents 


culture, and the turban represents Islamic 


ian culture 


culture. 
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Numercus modern reproductions of this ingenious clock have been made, and the design is stil 
as equally astonishing as it was centuries ago, perfectly showcasing the brilliance of al-Jazarís 
mind. In Switzerland, in tront of the Musée d'Horrogerie du Locle (Clock Mi 
Chateau des Monts, in Le Loci d, working replica. Another majestic 
reproduction is housed in Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates, standing as the focal point of the 
large Ibn Battuta Mall. 


um of Le Locle), in 


there is a full 


утте te Elephant Clock was pernaps nis most marvelous design, it was eventually surpassed 
when alvJazari created his largest creation, the so-called Caste Clock A complex design, it was 
not only used to show lock, displaying 
the solar and lunar orbits, the zodiac. and a series of automatons. Roughly 3.4 meters (11 feet) 
high, the clock had a series of intricate mechanisms witnin. 


е passage of hours, but also served as an astronomical 


At every hour, automatic doors in the center would open, revealing 


moving figure that would 
sound the time. AkJazari used automaton musicians, a series of figures that play 


© musi 
operated by cams! 
to reprogram the length of the day, adjusting to the uneven 
known as the temporal hours. The Castle Clock of at-Jazari is 
programmable analog computer. 


s and water wheels. The design was far ahead of its time, having 
gths of days during tne year, 
considered today as the earliest 


eoa alebat ttm ari uie 
> Vengo en M a REA і 2 
WS 


pos 


The incredibie inventions included by Ismail al-Jazari in his famous book provide a window into 


the productive worid of art and science in the medieval Muslim world ( Public domain ) 


The Overlooked Genius of Al-Jazari 

‘The genius of Ismail a-Jazari is largely overlooked today. He, and a series of other medieval 
Muslim inventors, marked a period in history when humanity quickly moved forward in pursuit of 
intricate and helpful innovations. It is important to note that perhaps none of al-Jazaris 
inventions were of a тигагу nature, or used in negative spheres. Rather, they were intended 10 
help society. make lives easier and more bountiful, and entertaining as well. And thus, in many 
ways, Ismail al-Jaziri is one of the greatest minds of the medieval age. 


Top image: Ancient Musim man. Credit: Ovsev/ Adobe Stock 
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The Life of Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi 
Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi was believed to be bom between 8 though the 


date Is not Known. He was born Into a миѕіт family in tne City of Ray, loc: 


When he was still a young man, he moved to Baghdad in order to study and practice in 
bimaristan" (hospital). In Baghdad, he studied under the guidance of one of the disc 
Humayun ibn Ishaq, who was proficient in Indi к. and Persian medicines. His 
included astronomy, philosophy and mathematics. 


Later, a-Razi got an opportunity of visiting the well-known Mugtadari hospital, where he gaine 
ANCIENT EGYPT the practical experience that laid a solid foundation for his medical joumey. At this ime, h 
started practicing as an alchemist, and soon gained a high reputation among the people. 


DESTINY 


MAGAZINE 


amed a gi practical m working in hosoitai 


SUGGESTED BOOKS He became so popular that people from distant parts of Asia started coming to him. Lat 
pointed аз an administrator of a new hospital that was built in Ray 
Life as a Doctor Tor Pren 
During the reign of Al-Muktafi, Abbasid caliph from 902 to 908 AD and son of the great military Content 


leader Al-Mutadid, iven the responsibility of building a new hos; 
10 be the largest in the Abbasid Calipna 


was This hospital was 


In order to select the location of the future hospital, Muhammad ibn Zekariya a-R 
approach. He hung fresh meat at various proposed sites for the hospita 
eventually building it at the site where the meat took the longest to rot VIRAL ARTICLES 


Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi had eamed a nigh reputation as a physician, and it kept him 


moving from court to court. He was unable to settle in one place due to his increasing demand in 


zi adopted an 


different distant cities. 


ver, h 


spent his last years in his native city of Н: 


aal 


In later life he developed cataracts and became completely blind. Muhammad ibn Za 
Razi died in 925 AC in Ray at the age of 80 years. Even after the 
medical genius continued to spread and stil ves on. 


1. his fame as a 


Life as a Teacher 
Muhammad ibn Zakariya 


of students тот different regions. Al-Razi even received the honorary tite of “sheikh” anc was 
ordered into a n 


i was a great teacher during his time. His lectures attracted a lat 


Surrounded by a number of student circles whic 


Munammac Ibn Zakanya al-Razi (Wellcome Trusi/ GG BY 4.0 ) 


When someone had a que: 
they failed to answer it, it was passed on to the "second circle" students and so on. When попе 


доп, It as initially passed to the students of he “fist circle” When 


of the students were able to answer the query, al-Razi himself considered the question 


While a-Razi was not well in his last years. one of his former students took responsibility for 
looking after nim. However, he rewarded the student for his good intentions апа asked him to 
return home, as he believed that he was approaching his end days. 


The great Biruni, a scholar of Islam's Golden Age who cons 
Razi as his mentor. was the first to write a short biography of al 
number of noteworthy works of al-Razi. 


ed Muhammad ibn Zakariya al- 
The biography included a 


Contributions To Chemistry 
The contributions of Muhammad ibn Zakariya а 


to many other fields. One such area was chemistry. He contributed to different а 
chemistry, such as alchemy, meteorology, and more. 


-Razi we: 


e not limited to medicine but expanded 


asin 


His book on alchemy was named Kitab al-Asrarin and 
to the preparation of different chemical substances and their application. Т! 
many practical and useful chemical applications, and was even translated into the La 
language in order to reach a wider audience 
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lilustretion from a Neapolitan translation of. 


Razi was known to be a greater expert in comparison to all his predeces: 
differen! apparatus and chemical experiments v written, distinguishing his writings 
im those that came before 


ors. His descriptions of 


Crucially, al-Razi rejected all tne symbolic and occultist explanations of diferent natural 


phenomena. Instead, he chose to confine himself to the classification of different chemical 
substances as well as processes 


Contributions To Physics 
In physics, the writings of Muhamm. 
and space. According to him, befor 
made up of scattered atoms. 


eal with time, motion, matter, 


d ibn Zakariya al-Razi mainly 
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stone. 


Although know 


his contemporaries. They demonstrate al-Razi's scientific, observation-based approach. 


to be inaccura 


te today, these books were more evidence-based than those cf 


Contributions to Medicine 
But itis for his contribution to medic 
today. and in this 
жопа. He was е, 


ee that Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi is rememb: 
the first medical experts in th 
а psycho 


was known as one 


as unparalleled. 
considered as tne rather ot psycnotnerapy 


так 


ош smallpox, al-Razi wrote that when the blood is infected and bolls, smalipox 


appears. The juvenile blood is converted into richer blood, thereby forming a natural wine color. 
Ai this stage, smallpox is seen as bubbi 


опе can do is to maintain distance from it, or else it can get converted into an epidemic. 
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wrote а book n 


ledged this diagnosis of 
trustworthy statements about the disease. Razi 
and smallpox. 


Ind years later in 
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the first book that identified measles and smallpox as two distinct disea: 


translated a number of tim: 


to Latin and various other European languages. 


Rez in the Persian Scnola 


Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi has also made meaning(ul contributions to pharmacy. He 
compiled a number of texts and introduced the use of "mercurial ointments,” as well as his 
developments of different apparatus like flasks, mortals, phials, and spatulas. All the: 


apparatuses were widely used 


pharmacies during the early 20th century. 


An Ethical Visionary 
Perhaps the most surprising of Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razid contributions to medicine 


however was regarding the ethics of treatment. He introduced several progressive, prar! 
psychological, anc medical ideas, an: ans wno 


roamed in the countryside and cities selling their cures and nostrums. 


al. 


'acked a number ot joctors and charla 


Not only that, but he was also concemed that even the highly qualified doctors could no! 


answers to different mecical problems and were unable to cure several diseases or heal 
sicknesses. Al-Razi advised the medical practitioners to enhance their knowledge through 
continuous exposure to new information and study of different medical books. 


In this way he hoped to ensure that the medical professionals were serious about their calling 
and more responsible towards their duty. He also made a clear distinction between incurable and 
curable diseases, recognizing that some ailments could not be treated, and in these cases the 
medical practrioners зпоџа not ое pramed. 


While talking about medical ethics, Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi had written that the core 
ат of doctors is to do good to friends and even enemies equally. According to him, his 
profession did not allow him to harm anyone but to ensure the welfare and benefit of the human 
race. 


‘with a wry touch of humor, al-Razi had noted that he геп pity for the medical professionals who 
were given the charge of taking care of the wellbeing of women, princes, and nobility. He fett 
because these were the people who did not follow the orders of the doctors, making effective 
treatment challenging. 


Writings on Medicine 
Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi wrote a number of articles and books on medicine that are quite. 


popular even today. Let's take a look at some of the notable backs written by al-Razi 
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Medical text by al-Razi (Wellcome Trust / CC BY 4.0) 


For One Who Has No Physician to Attend Him s one of the more famous books. He was known 
as the first Persian doctor who wrote a home medical manual for the general public. He 
dedicated this book to travelers, ordinary citizens, and poor people. 


This book contained 35 chapters and would act as a guide for such people and enable them 1o 
treat ilnesses even when they could not consutt the doctors. The drug components and diet 
mentioned in the book could be easily found in the well-equipped kitchens, marketplaces, or 
military camps. 


The book enabled people to follow the given instructions and accordingly prepare the recipes to 
effectively treat a wide variety of ailments. These included colds, headaches, melancholy 
coughs, and diseases of the ear, stomach, and eye 


The Virtuous Life îs another notable work of Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi. It is a monumental 
medical encyclopedia that consists of nine volumes. This book contains a number of criticisms 
and considerations on Greek philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle 


Italso expresses different innovative views on a number of subjects. Owing to the content of this 
book, many scholars considered Muhammad ibn гакапуг al-Razi the greatest medical doctor 
during the Middle Ages. 


Galen was а I 


ту respecied ancient Greek physician (Wellcome Trust / CC BY 4.0. 


In Doubts About Gai 


n al-Razi rejects a number of claims of Galen, a Greek physician, relating 
jority of the Greek language and his various medical and cosmological views. He 


linked medicine with philosophy and stated that sound practice requires independent thinking 


to the sy 


According to al-Razi, the descriptions of Galen were not in agreement with the clini 
observations made by him. In a number of cases, he even found cut that his clinal experiments 


exceeded that of Galen's. Al-Razi even challenged the fundamentals of the current medical 
theory. This was quite controversial for the time, and many even accused him of arrogance and 
ignorance. 


Finally, The Diseases of Chi 
an independent medicine field. Treating children in a different way to adults was a radical 
pt 


л was tne first monograph of al-Razi that dealt with pediatrics as 


са 


Al-Razi was a prolific writer through his long career and these books are just the highlights 
ther notable books ne wrote оп medicine Include The Ciassricaton ог Diseases , Te Воок or 
Simple Medicine , The Experimentation of Medical Science and its Application , The 


Book of 


Disasters , Food and iis Harmtulness , The Book of Surgical Instruments , Fruits Before and 
After Lunch , Snow and Medicine , and The Social Role of Doctors 


Legacy 
While many criticized al-Razi for his philosophical and religious views during his ifetime, he 
holds a rich legacy to date. The Razi institute in Karaj, as well as the Razi University in 
Kermanshah, were both named after Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi. A "Rezi Day," or popularly 
known as tne "Pharmacy Day,” Is c 


rated on the 27th of Augus! in Iran in his memory 


Stained glass window of al-Razi at Princeton University, United States (David Keddie / CC BY- 
5А40) 


їп June 2009, Iran was in the news for donating the "Scholars Pavilion" to the UN office in 
Vienna. The pavilion has statues of Abu Rayhan Biruni, I-Razi, Avicenna, and Omar Khayyam. 
While speaking about Muhammad ibn Zakariya a-Razi. the Belgian American chemist George 
Sarton regarded him as the "greatest physician of Islam and the Medieval Ages.” Even today, ne 
lives on in history as one of the greatest medical geniuses of all time 


Top Image: Folio from an Arabic manuscript of Dioscorides, De materia medica , 1229 (Public 
Domain) 
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Its important to note that in the previous year, the County of Edessa, the northernmost Crusader ICO'S MITL 
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Crusade in 1147 


across Europe, leading to the Second 


їп any сазе, the legend of Prester Jonn was first reported in Bishop Otto of Freising's 
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олісоп' а year after the fall of Edessa. Otto claims that he heard this story from Bishop Hugh 


Jabala in Syria, who told it to the papal court in Viterbo. Otto's account of Prester John is as 


follows: 
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Prester John as depicted in the chronicles of Hartmann Schede! (1493) (Public Domain ) 


y to aid Jerusalem, but was unable to 


He goes on to say that Prester John tried to bring hi 
do so, 


rhe Bishop said that the aforesaid John m. 
when he came fo the Tigris and was unable to take his army across it by any means, be штей 
aside to the north, where he had been informed that the stream was frozen solid during tne 
ere ne awaited me ice гог several years, Cur SW none because or tne temperate 
weather. His army lost many men on account of tne weather to which ihey were unaccustomed 


ved his army to aid the ci 


winter. т! 


and he was compelled to return nome. 
Lastly, Otto provides some information about Prester John's lineage. and his qualities as a ruler, 


He is said to be а descendant of the Magi of old, who are mentioned in the Gospel. He governs 
the same people as they did and ís said to enjoy such glory and such реп) 
'd by the example of his forefathers, who came to adore Christ 


that he uses no 


scepter save one of emerald. Fi 


in the manger, he proposed io go to Jerusalem, but he was, they say, turned back for the 
aforementioned reason. 
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A depiction of Prester John from 1800. (Public Domain ) 


According to one interpretation of the text, the battle mentioned by Hugh may have been the 
Battle of Qatwan, which was fought to the north of Samarkand in 1141. During the battle, the 
Seljuks were defeated by Yell! Dashi. the founder of the Gara Khitai . Since the dynasty's rulers 
adopted the ше Gur-knan or Kor-khan, It has been suggested that this ше may nave been 
changed phonetically in Hebrew to Yohanan or in Syriac to Yuhanan, ultimately resulting in 
Johannes, Latin for John. Although Yelü Dashi was himself a Buddhist, many of tne Qara Knital 
elite were Nestorians, thus fitting Hugh's description. If this interpretation were correct, it would 
mean that the legend or Prester Jonn did nave some nistarical basis 
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The Letter of Prester John was a Medieval Bestseller 

During the 13th century, a monk and chronicler. Alberic of Trois-Fontaines. recorded that in 1165. 
a letter, allegedly from Prester John, was sent to several Christian rulers, most notably Manuel | 
Komnenos, the Byzantine emperor, and Frederick I Barbarossa, the Holy Roman Emperor. 
These were the two most powerful secular rulers of Christendom at that time. 


Although the Letter of Prester John is today generally believed to be а hoax. the Christians of 
Medieval Europe may nave been convinced of its authenticity. The pope, Alexander III, tor 
instance, even sent a reply to Prester John through his physician, Philip, on September 27, 1177. 
Philip vanishes from history after that, as he probably did nct succeed in his mission 
Additionally, the Letter of Prester John was a best-seller during the Middle Ages, and over 100. 
versions of this letter were published in the centuries after its rst appearance. 


Letter of Prester John. (Walters Art Museum/ CC BY SA 2.0 ) 


‘The Letter of Prester John is a much longer piece of text compared to Otto's account of Prester 
John. and ít is a considerable elaboration of the legend. For instance, Otto describes neither the 
power of Prester John, nor the extent of his kingdom. These details, however, are found in ihe. 
Letter of Prester John . In one version of the text, for instance, Prester John claims te have 72 
kings as his vassals, most of whom are not Christians. As for the extent of his kingdom, it is 
described as follows 


GG ee еч retains tonto eens ot аз п е aot 
Thomas the Apostle rests: and it extends through the wilderness to the setting 


sun, and reaches back, sioping to deserted Babylon, near ihe tower of 


p 99 


These details were no doubt meant to portray Prester John as a powerful ruler which is the chief 
purpose of the letter. Олпег cetalis in the letter at serve tis purpose include a list anc 
description of the exotic flare and fauna in Prester John's kingdom, and some of the peoples 
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in fire, and people who can live under water for three or four months, The k 
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While the real author of the Leiter of Prester Jonn may never be known, it has been speculated 
thal пе / she was a Westerner who was probably familiar with two much older works — the 


Alexander Rom: 


се гапа the Acts of Thomas  Тпе former, though base 


exa e Great, contains numerous fantastical elements, whereas the latter speaks of 
Saint Thomas mission to spread Christianity in India. The ' Acts of Thomas’ could have been the 
inspiration behind the possibility of a Christian ruler in the East and tne ` Alexander Romance’ 
provided details for the marvelous flora, fauna, and peoples in this eastern kingdom. 


Видео недоступно 


Видео недоступно, потому что связанный C ним 
аккаунт YouTube был удален. 


The Letter of Prester John may have been merely а piece of Medieval travel literature, though 
the original purpose of its composition, and how ils readers received iL is unclear. Apart from the 
pope's mission to Prester John, Ё seems that other Christian rulers did not 
themselves with the legend 


bother 


A Surprising ‘King David’ of India 

During the 13th century, however, the legend of Prester John gained popularity o 
шге Jerusalem and the Holy Land by 
alure. When the Bishop of Acre, Jacques de Vitry 
returned to Europe several years later, ne brought with him а piece of good news — a King David 
of India, apparently the son or grandson of Prester John, had subdued the Muslim Khwarazmian 


again. In 
seizing 


ended in 


Empire, which ruled over Persia at that time. 


Moreover, this King David was rumored to 
the Christians 


of this Christian monarch from th 


s Thus 


marching against the other Muslims pow 
t the Muslims with the aid 


Europe were hopeful that they would be able to det 


ast 


The rumors ofthis King David were not entirely false, nor were they entirely true. While Ki 
David was a king from the East, he was not a Christian. In fact, th 
hew his Khan , the founder ofthe Mongol Empire. 
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Europ 


ans soon learned that 


Genghis Khan proclaimed Kragan огай Молдо. llustration пот a T5th-century Јат 
fawarikh manuscript. ( Publie Domain ) The Europeans soon learned that ‘King David; а 


supposed descendant of Prester John, was Genghis Khan. 


‘The connection between Genghis Khan and Prester John was also elaborated on by Christian 
writers during that time. The relation between the two figures vary from one author to another. In 
опе version of the tale, for instance, Genghis Khan had been a vassal of Frester John, rebelled 
against him, and defeated him. 


In another, Prester John was identified as Toghrul, Genghis Khan's foster father. In any case, itis 
clear that Prester Jonn was no longer seen as the invincible Christian king of the earier tales. 
buta human monarch, though mighty, who had been defeated by the Mongols 


Initially, the Europeans tried to form alliances with the Mongols, and hoped that their conversion 
to Christianity would help them turn the tide against Islam. However, the excessive brutality 
displayed by the Mongols during their conquests. as well as the fact that some of them converted 
to Islam, brought an end to the Europeans: hopes. 


Where was the Kingdom of Prester John? 
Furthermore. during the 14th century, the Mongol Empire itself was disintegrating. As а 


consequence, the search tor Prester John shifted from Central Asia to Arica, more specifically to 
Abyssinia, en area which covers modem Ethiopia and Eritrea 


This may be strange, as Prester John is said to be the King of India, which would mean that he 
came from somewhere in Asia, rather than Africa. The Medieval Europeans, however, have a 
different view of ‘India’ from us, and Abyssinia is sometimes considered to be part of it 


Map of Africa by Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598). Latin 
Abissinorum Imperii descriptio ("А Description of the Empire of Prester John, that is to say, of the 
Abyssinians"). ( Public Domain ) 
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The Europeans were aware that there were Christians in Abyssinia. Following the Islamic 

conquests during the 7th century AD, however, contact between the two areas was severed. 
Around the 
Prester John, contact between Europe and Abyssinia was re-established 


ime when the Europeans no longer believed that Central Asia was the land of 


During the 14th century, Abyssinian emissaries had reached the courts cf Europe, while 
Dominican missionaries mace it as таг as central Атса. Thus, by те епа of tne century, t was 
commonly agreed in Europe that Prester John was a ruler of Abyssinia. In one version of the 
legend, Prester John is said to have retired to Abyssinia after he was defeated by Genghis Khan, 
thus making a connection between the stories from the 14th and 13th centuries. 


© Epic Voyage of Vasco da Gama Connected Europe to the East. 
© The Age of Discovery: A New World Dawns 
= Lost Kingdom that Crushed King Midas Identified in Turkey 


The hope that Prester John would be a formidable ally of the Christians against their Muslim 
enemies continued during the 14th century and beyond. For instance, it was thought that пе 
could have diverted or biocked the Nile, thereby starving the Muslims in Egypt into submission. 
This, however, was not done - with some arguing that Prester John, being a benevolent ruler, 
was reluctant to starve the Christians living along the Nile as well. Others, however, claim that 
Prester John had been paid off by the Muslims. 


The Fabled King’s Impact on the Age of Exploration 
During the Age of Exploration, which began during the 15th century, one of the factors motivating 


the Portuguese explorers was the legend of Prester John. They were still hoping to finc the 


Kingdom of this legencary ruler, and to form an alliance with nim / nis descendants against ne 
Muslims. Although the Portuguese never found Prester John, they did find a sea route to Asia, 
thereby ushering in a new era in world history 


Prester John of the Indies. Close-up from a portolan chart from the Iste 16th century. (The 
Bodleian Libraries/CC BY 4.0 ) 


Today, it is generally accepted that Prester John was a legendary figure who did nct exst, or at 
least was based partly on actual historical personages. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that 
Prester John and his legend had a huge impact on the people of Medieval Europe. Moreover, by 
motivating the Portuguese during the Age cf Exploration, the legend of Prester John exerted an 
influence on world history as wel. 


Finally, Prester Jonn was a literary Icon. Арап trom the Medieval texts mentionec earlier, ne aiso 
appears in other, more modern works of literature, including Wiliam Shakespeare's * Much Ado 


About Nothing г and Umberto Eco's ' Baudiolino’ 
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Gtherartifacts have been found suggesting the American Indians were trading with the Romans 
In 1976, a Brazilian skin diver found a large glass jar covered in mollusks near Rio de Janeiro. 
Eventually, 14 jars ended up in his garage. Over the years, the Brazilian government decided to 


bring in a world-renowned underwater archaeologist to determine the jars’ origin. 
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Seaworthy Ships and Seafaring Cultures в Райффайзен 
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Were the Romans the only ones that traveled here? Let's look at the Phoenicians 


In 600 BC the Phoenicians from Carthage were said by the Roman historian Herodotus to sail 
from Egypt around the continent of Africa in three-decked 80-1001 (24.38-meter) galleys. They 
reported, when they returned three-years later, that when they were circumnavigating the 
continent the sun shone on the right side not on the left 


South of the equator. of course, the sun crosses the sky in the north creating this phenomenon. 
w England voyage Would nave been less than nalr the distance от their cruise around Amica, 


The Phoenicians flourished es marine merchants. ( Public Domain ) 
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(érida, Spain, which would have once covered a window. ( Consortium 


érida ) 
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The discovery of iron window bars in such good condition is pretty exceptional. The Romans 
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According to Felix Palma, the director of the Consortium cf the Monumental City of Mérida, the 

would have belonged to a private residence or perhaps a set or private 
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public 'onsortium 
archaeologi d the baths that a 
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Inside the bathing area, Bejarano said her team found "perfectly preserved" individual bathing 
facilities. The area featured ample wall and floor decorations, including marble plaques. 
moldings. paintings and various underground structures associated with the baths. all of which 
were in outstanding сопатоп 


In most instances, а pool will be found adjacent to а Roman bath site. So far, however, none has 


been found in the House of the Amphitheater (although the archaeologists plan to keep looking) 


View of the large Roman baths excavated in Merida, Spain. ( Ayuntamiento De Mérida ) 


Roman Baths Are Stunning Example Roman Domestic Architecture 
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Labeled as the House of the Amphitheater because of its proximity to a Roman amphitheater 
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examples of Roman domeste architecture found anywhere in Spain 


Over the years, excavations at the large home unearthed in Mérida have uncovered a large 
courtyard and many different rooms, which feature colorful mosaie floors , hallways lined with 
beautiful painted frescoes (murals) and many artifacts that detail the daily living habits of the 
Roman citizens who colonized Spain in the early days of their Empire. 


While the House of the Amphitheater is the largest Roman residence uncovered during 


excavations at Mérida, the size of the newly discovered bathing area still exceeds expectations 
The instaliment of such an extensive Roman bath facility suggests huge social gatherings may 

nave Deen hosted by tne homeowner, possibly in connection wiin tne gladiatorial games going 
оп close by. 
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Top image: Archaeologists have discovered the remains of iron window bars at the recently 
unearthed Roman baths excavated in Mérida, Spain. Source: Consortium of the Monumental 
City of Mérida 


By Nathan Falde 


secos EIER CETT 
т: OE ETE EET 


NATHAN 


матап Falde graduated тот American Publio University in 2010 win а 
's Degree in History, and has a long-standing fas 
ancient history, historical mysteries, mythology, astronomy and esoteric 
types. He is a full-time freelance writer from... Read More 


Bach 


nation with 


topics of 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS. 


14 avcust, 2023 -20:55 ROBBIE MITCHELL 
The Spectacular Chinese 
Tradition of Molten Iron 
Fireworks (Video) 

For three decades, Wang De nas immersed 


himself in the mesmerizing Chinese tradition 
of Da Shunua, a captivating art that traces its 
origins back 500 years to the quaint 
Nuanquan vilage. This. 


READ MORE 


21 APAIL, 2023. 14:9 ASHLEY COWIE 
Norwegian Basement Vields 
Norse Iron Treasures, 
Museologists Ecstatic! 

A Norwegian man made a unique discove 
backin the 60s while he was digging cut a 
water well. His daughter was recently cleaning 
the basement of his house when she 
edscovered wnat tumed out 10 be. 


е Metalworking in 
Burkina Faso Goes Back 2,800 

Years 

One of the most fascinating Wort Heritage 

Sites is the Ancient Ferrous Metalluray Sites 
of Burkina Faso. Metalurgy in Burkin 
was а common practice throughout this area 
of africa that dates 


READ aren | [tetas 


50 


12 JUNE, 2022 - 18:56 ASHLEY COWIE 


Saber Sword Found in Greek 
Monastery May Have Belonged 
to Turkish Pirates 

The origins of a rare sword discovered in a 


Greek monastery has baffled Greek 
archaeologists. However, i's thought that the. 
weapon might nave belonged to Mediaeval 


28 LY, 2022- 18:56 NATHAN FALDE 
Rare Batavian Calvary Mask 
Worn in Revolt Against The 
Romans Found 


Archaeologists excavating an ancient Roman 
site near the German city of Krefeld, just a few 


miles west of the Rhine, uncovered a rare 
Batavian mask, face-ftted for the elite 
Batavian cavalrymen, 


22 FEBRUARY, 2022 -20:48 SAHIR 


King Tut’s Dagger Twist: It Was 
Not Made In Egypt 

Subject of many studies and investigations 
Egyptian King Tuts dagger nas already been 
proven to have been made from meteorite 
iron. A recent study has now added a new 
dimension to exactly where 


= =a 


Turkish pirates raiding the Greek 


READ LATER | | ean more 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


THE 


K 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Greek Mythology 


ду goes, the 
was once a big soup o 
is. Then, two things 
either Ch: 
created ine universe as ми 
Ouranos and 
first beings. 


What Did Ancient Greece. 
‚ Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
+ Greece: Exploring the D; 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

" Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Thela—Greek Goddess of 
- Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 
- Antiquity: Playground OF 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


хад ТІМЕЅ 
DER SPIEGEL 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


The 


NewHork The Washington Pos 
Times 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


Sadistic Vlad the Impaler Cried 
Real Tears of Blood, Study 
Reveals 


Vlad Dracul, the infamous medieval 
Romanian ruler known 


bloodthirsty rulers in human nistory 


A Day in the Life of an 
" Egyptian Pharaoh 


‘The New Prince of Persia 
Game is Announced. How 
Does the History Stack Up? 


Enmebaragesi, the Semi- 
* Mythical King of Kish 


The Adventist Adventurer Who 
+ Claimed He Found the Ark of 
the Covenant 


Naram-Sin: The Conqueror- 
* King of Ancient Akkad 


The Legend of Sambation 
River and the Ten Lost Tribes 
of Israel 


Deep within the reaims of ancient 
Јем 


The Enduring Mystery and 


‚ Ancient Artistry of Bolivia's 


Sajama Lines 
Exploring the Enigma of the 


‚ Hellfire Club: Dublin's 


Haunted Secret 
The Enigma of Sweden's Great 


* Lake Beast (Video) 


‘Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 


+ Light on Mysterious Kaspar 


Hauser Legend 
Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 


‚ Artifacts Found in Arizona 


(Video) 


Ф Smithsonian Н theguardian ENN 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


P D 


In 1529 AD, Soldier's Called a 
Ceasefire Over Swiss Milk 
Soup (Video) 


rical 
fhrough time as 
ле unifying 


Milchsuppe's 


The Gutian Invasion: What 


» Really Caused the Fall of the 


Akkadian Empire? 
The Rise and Fall of the 


‚ Mighty Bulgars and the First 


Bulgarian Empire 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra 
VII Survive and Produce the 


" Legendary Queen Zenobia of 


Palmyra? 
The Third Punic War: Rome's 


^ Triumph, Carthage's Tragedy 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 


+ Top Roman Historian Rates 


Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


TOP NEW STORIES 


The Ancient Art of Forging Japanese 
Knives (Video) 


nithing thriv 
pack centu 


Sadistic Vlad the Impaler Cried Real Tears 
of Blood, Study Reveals 


In 1529 AD, Soldier's Called a Ceasefire 
Over Swiss Milk Soup (Video) 


Welsh Metal Detecting Duo Strikes Rare, 
2000-year-old Iron Age Treasure 


Aranmula Kannadi: This Mirror Reflects 
Your Truest Self (Video) 


Remarkable Iron Window Bars Found in 
Merida Roman Baths 


MYTHS & LEGENDS. 


discoveries 


Praying For Life — Top 10 Ancient Fertility 
Goddesses 


What Makes Sirius, the Dog Star, So 
Special? 


The Knights of Blanik Mountain Are 
Ready to Face the Darkest Hour 


Alleged Sighting of the Mythical 
‘Manananggal’ in the Philippines Causes 
Public Anxiety 


The Legend of Sambation River and the 
Ten Lost Tribes of Israel 


OUR MISSION 


nis 
andqu 
cies on planet earth, and questio 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Huge New Prehistoric Sites Database 
Transforms Understanding of Human 
History 


Do you dare enter a fairy ring? The 


- mythical mushroom portals of the 


supernatural 
The Origins of Human Beings According 


* to Ancient Sumerian Texts 


Beyond Shovels and Brushes: The Al- 


+ driven Evolution of Archaeological 


Exploration 
The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


+ Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


-Partl 


The human skull that challenges the Out 
of Africa theory 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Archaeologists Find 4,000-Year-Old 


Ceramic Pipe Drainage System in China 


Beaver's teeth 'used to carve the oldest 


* wooden statue in the world’ 
- Could Ancient Peruvians Soften Stone? 


Is this a 300 million-year-old screw or just 


` afossilized sea creature? 


1,200-Year-Old Viking Ship Burial Found 


* in Supposedly Empty Mound 


Uncovering Ancient Pyramid Science at 
Teotihuacan, Where Men Become Gods 


п pursue as human 


st counties 


ory of our 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Examining the Rich Tomb of a Mysterious 
Celtic Princess 


The Babylonian map of the world sheds 
light on ancient perspectives. 


In 1629 AD, Soldier's Called a Ceasefire 
Over Swiss Milk Soup (Video) 


4,000-Year-Old Bronze Age Pyramid 


+ Found in Kazakhstan Is First Ever on 


Asian Steppe! 
Liu He and the Tomb of Two Million Coins 


Remarkable Iron Window Bars Found in 
Merida Roman Baths 


OPINION 


Naupa iglesia: An Egyptian Portal in the 


ical ravine in the 
inverted V-shay 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


- Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


-Partl 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


* Professor Cabrera – Part! 


‘Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


* eur Cultures — Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 
Ancient Treasures – Part | 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submi Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus. 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human О! 


Q 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


Home /News 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? NE 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM * * 3 
The Ancient Text That Describes Jesus as RTHENON ҮУЕЅТЕ 


a Shapeshifter PEDIMENT 


It was in March 2013 when reports flooded the headlines about a newly deciphered Egy 
ly d 


W approve receiving emails 


Please verify your request 


я неробот 


MOST READ TODAY 


TANI така ULDIE 
ёр 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


а 1 


RUM. dU. Ee 

ARRS NSA Lave | i mains (Vi 

4 XA E d з= 
¥ Ф, з каше 


The Coptic text und in 1910 and purchased by J. P. Morgan in 1011. It contains a 


controversial description of Jesus as a shapeshifter ( The Pierpont Mi L ) 


Judas Used a Kiss to Identify Jesus the Shapeshifter, Claims Coptic ^ 

Text tv 

Written in the Coptic lang EGADECHRISTIAN RELIC 

aistnguisned tneologian wno lived ашт 
with apocryphal plot tw 


ory or 
ch have never been seen before. They have been 


revealed thanks to a translation carried out by Roelof Van den Broek of Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands, and published in the book Pseud of Jerusalem On the Life and the Passion 
ог Gnnist: A Coptic Аростурпоп 

" i intriguing Lo g 


ins why Judas used a ki 
apostle Judas betrays Jesus in exchange for money by using а kiss to 
explains that the reason Judas 
ge shape. 


specifically. to betray Jesus According to the 


nical bible, 
identity him leading to Jesus’ arrest. This аростур 
kiss, specifically, is because Jesus had the ability t 


DESTINY 


Then the Jews said to Judas: How shall we arrest him [Jesus], forhe does not have a single 
shape but his appearance changes. Sometimes he is ruddy. sometimes he is white, sometimes 

пе в red, sometimes ne is wneat colored, sometimes ne is pallid Ike ascetics, sometimes neis а 
youth, sometimes an old man. (CIENTO 4S |MAGAZINE 


means to identify him. If Judas had 
arrester е changed shape. By kissing Jes 
the people exac shapeshifter or not. 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


tor F 


PARTNERS 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


E363) 
7 х 


The Idea of Jesus as a Shapeshifter is Old News 


This understanding of Judas’ kiss goes way back According to Van den Broek. the explanation е Menenune 
of Judas: kiss is first found in Origen, a theologian who lived between 185 and 254 AD. In his 

work, Contra Се! 
appear alike to ай." Neverthel 


X that "to those 


he ancien 


saw him Jesus 


s, Van den Broek is careful to note that пе is not sugg 


some people in early Christian times may have 


The text is one of 55 Coptic manuscripts that were found in 1940 by villagers digging for 
fertilizer at tne site of the destroyed Monastery of Archangel Michael of the Desert near Al Hamuli 
in Egypt. Apparently, during the 10th century, monks had buried the monastery's manuscripts in 
a stone vat for safekeeping 


ә Shapeshifting: Shamanic Techniques for Global and Persor 


Transformation 
ting Magic-Man from the 


ә Santa the Shaman Comes to the New World: The Shapeshi! 
Ancient Past 


The monastery ceased operations around the early 10th century, and the text was rediscovered 
in the spring of 1910. In December 1911, it was рига 


ased, along with other texts, by American 
financier J. 2 Morgan. His collections, and the text described, are now housed in the Morgan 
Library and Museum in New York City. 


Tne 1,200-year-old Coptic manuscript, which describes Jesus as а shapeshifter, incorporates 
this cross decoration м 


п the manuscript. ( The Pierpont Morgan Library ) 


While headlines at the time of the announcement were quite sensationalist and described the 
textas containing Christianity-shattering information, the publishing scholar never claimed 
anything of the sort It is also clear that the text is not a hoax but a genuine item published by a 
ted scholar and by a notable academic press (E. J. Brill). So why hasn't such a fascinating 
text led to further research, interpretations, or discussion among scholars as relating to 

Jesus asa shapeshifter? 


Top image: According to the ancient text, Judas used a kiss to identify Jesus due to his abilities 
аз a shapeshifter. Source: The Morgan Library & Museum 


By April Holloway 


> References 


secos ED I ET EET] 
те EO ED EET 


APRIL 


Apri Holl 
p 
the pen name April Holloway, but is now choosing fo use her real name, 
Joanna Giman. 


vay is a Co-Owner, Editor and Writer of Ani 
vacy reasons, she has previously written on Ancient Origins under 


t Origins. For 


Joanna.. Read More 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


КОЛ? 


Lost Gospels Revealed: The 
Startling Revelation of Jesus's 
Wife (Video) 

In the depths of history, a remarkable 
discovery emerged, shedding new light on the 
enigmatic figure o 


ре of Jesus's 


in the mysterious. 


\ 


È c —- 


The Lost Years of Jesu: lo One 
Knows How He Spent His 20s 
(Video) 

ure of Jesus Christ 
= minos ard hea 


nlinues to 
of people 
Christianiy 


Despite 


is impact 
mystery. One of the 


much of his life. 


mai 


most perplexing, 


What Happened To The Coveted 
Spear Of Destiny? 
Throughout the centuries, Christianit 


been a fiery topic. Some 
origins and connections to ot 
while others lock at the malfeasances of some 


of ts religious. 


History of the Holidays: Easter 
(Video) 


n the Christian 
tion of Jesus 
Christ. However, despite being a Christian 
holiday, the ler has pagan and 
Jewish roots. The. 


The Crucifixion Gap: Why it 

Took Hundreds of Years for Art 

to Depict Jesus on the Cros: 

The сіт is arguably th 

image of Christianity. Whats the difference 

between the two? Across is just 
It stands 


nat- an 


тозе. It 


nent that 


St Helena, Discoverer of the 
True Cross, Was the First 
Archaeologist 


© AD the то 


t 
ntine set out on a legendary pilgrimage 
1 


Roman Emperor 


to the Holy Land. Dubbed the world's 
ologist." Saint Heler 
posthumously credited wi 


arch 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL 


СЕОСВАРНІС 9 Smithsonian Н the 


K 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


THEa228«TIMES 
ПЕН SPIEGEL 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


| 1l» 


Bronze Age Treasure Revealed 
Female Rule of the Argarics 
(Video) 


The Е : 
Newljerk The Washington Post | 
Cimes 
UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
Death: Was it Suicide or 
Murder? 


Daily Wait 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
Death: Was it Suicide or 
Murder? 


know it, о 
irh to the 


What Did Ancient Greece 
+ Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
+ Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

* Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Thela—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
+ Death: Was it Suicide ог 
Murder? 


Religious Revolution: 


- Unveiling the Protestant 


Reformation (Video) 
The Legacy and Tragic Death 


- of Egyptology's Father, 


Champollion 
The Final Fates of the Children 


` of Cleopatra VII 


A Day in the Life of the Boy 


^ King Tutankhamun (Video) 


Greece's East Attica In 
Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


The Ancient City of Naqa - The Kushite 
Religious Stronghold 


Lost World Revealed: 14,000-Year-Old 
Village on Triquet Island (Video) 


Archaeologists Excavate Earliest Greek 
* Iron Age House Ever Found in Thorikos 


Fine Dining With The Pirates Of The 
* Caribbean 


Knights Templar Symbols in Sintra's 
Inverted Tower (Video) 


Sunken Sanctuary and Settlement 
* Rediscovered on German Coast 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


The Menehune of Hawaii — Ancient Race 
or Fictional Fairytale? 


їп Hawaiia 


The Kilwa Sultanate: The Island State 
* That Dominated Medieval East Africa 


Adventist Adventurer Claimed to Have 
- Found Ark of the Covenant Beneath 
Crucifixion Site 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


suicide 


Accidental Find of Impeccably 
Preserved Ming Dynasty 
Taizhou Mummy 


Discoveries of Ancient 
Underground Cities Around 
the World 


Fathoming the Ruins of 
Yanmen Shan Mountain and 


* the Biggest Cut Rocks in the 


World 


Sacred Treasure Hunt: In 
Pursuit of the Elusive Ark of 
the Covenant (Video) 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The 


Grim Discovery: Uncovering 
+ London's Plague Burial 
Ground (Video) 


Aleppo: Before and After the 
* Ravages of War (Video) 


- Unveiling the Protestant 
Reformation (Video) 


Rome vs. Carthage: The First 
- Punic Wer and the 
Superpower 


The Massive Project to Move. 
» Abu Simbel 200 Feet Up a Cliff 
Face (Video) 


Northern Rosetta Stone? 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Decoding Viking Origins: Genetic Clues 
Paint a New Picture (Video) 


Analyzing Mummy Genes: Were Ancient 
- Egyptians closely Related to Middle 
Easterners? 


Mastering the Айай: The Ultimate 
* Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


Unraveling the Mysteries of China's. 
Ancient Caucasian Mummies (Video) 


- Top Ten Myths about Neanderthals 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
- Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 
-Partl 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


20,000-year-old Rings Cleverly Deduced to 
be Prehistoric Spear-thrower Grips 


Mastering the Atlatl: The Ultimate 
* Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


2,700-Year-Old Horse Saddle in Chinese 
* Tomb May Be World's Oldest! 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 
- Compelling Argument for Lost High 
Technology in Ancient Egypt 


ANCIENT PLACES 


A Lost Primeval World Has Been Found in 
a Giant South China Sinkhole! 


World’ in an 


Bronze Age Treasure Revealed Female 
* Rule of the Argarics (Video) 


Archaeologists Excavate Earliest Greek 
* Iron Age House Ever Found in Thorikos 


Knights Templar Symbols in Sintra's 
* Inverted Tower (Video) 


» Hegra, Petra's Forgotten Twin (Video) 


Accidental Find of Impeccably Preserved 
Ming Dynasty Taizhou Mummy 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend – Part | 


shepher 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 
* Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
- American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 
* eur Cultures — Part! 


-ranı 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its 
* Secrets of the Universe 


Charybdis: The Terrifying Whirlpool 
` Monster of Greek Mythology 


OUR MISSION 


cient Origins, we 


And w 


ancient pl 


те origins of our sp 


Does ‘New Evidence’ Prove Noah's Ark Is 
Buried on a Turkish Mountain? 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The Northern 
" Rosetta Stone? 


tands, our view is that 


dand explained 


arch and 
y around 


x perspective: 


amin 
wmunity 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 
` Ancient Treasures - Part I 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 
* Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


aging into 


our 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus. 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human О! 


Q 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


Home /News 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? NE 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM * * 3 
The Ancient Text That Describes Jesus as RTHENON ҮУЕЅТЕ 


a Shapeshifter PEDIMENT 


It was in March 2013 when reports flooded the headlines about a newly deciphered Egy 
ly d 


W approve receiving emails 


Please verify your request 


я неробот 


MOST READ TODAY 


TANI така ULDIE 
ёр 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


а 1 


RUM. dU. Ee 

ARRS NSA Lave | i mains (Vi 

4 XA E d з= 
¥ Ф, з каше 


The Coptic text und in 1910 and purchased by J. P. Morgan in 1011. It contains a 


controversial description of Jesus as a shapeshifter ( The Pierpont Mi L ) 


Judas Used a Kiss to Identify Jesus the Shapeshifter, Claims Coptic ^ 

Text tv 

Written in the Coptic lang EGADECHRISTIAN RELIC 

aistnguisned tneologian wno lived ашт 
with apocryphal plot tw 


ory or 
ch have never been seen before. They have been 


revealed thanks to a translation carried out by Roelof Van den Broek of Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands, and published in the book Pseud of Jerusalem On the Life and the Passion 
ог Gnnist: A Coptic Аростурпоп 

" i intriguing Lo g 


ins why Judas used a ki 
apostle Judas betrays Jesus in exchange for money by using а kiss to 
explains that the reason Judas 
ge shape. 


specifically. to betray Jesus According to the 


nical bible, 
identity him leading to Jesus’ arrest. This аростур 
kiss, specifically, is because Jesus had the ability t 


DESTINY 


Then the Jews said to Judas: How shall we arrest him [Jesus], forhe does not have a single 
shape but his appearance changes. Sometimes he is ruddy. sometimes he is white, sometimes 

пе в red, sometimes ne is wneat colored, sometimes ne is pallid Ike ascetics, sometimes neis а 
youth, sometimes an old man. (CIENTO 4S |MAGAZINE 


means to identify him. If Judas had 
arrester е changed shape. By kissing Jes 
the people exac shapeshifter or not. 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


tor F 


PARTNERS 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


E363) 
7 х 


The Idea of Jesus as a Shapeshifter is Old News 


This understanding of Judas’ kiss goes way back According to Van den Broek. the explanation е Menenune 
of Judas: kiss is first found in Origen, a theologian who lived between 185 and 254 AD. In his 

work, Contra Се! 
appear alike to ай." Neverthel 


X that "to those 


he ancien 


saw him Jesus 


s, Van den Broek is careful to note that пе is not sugg 


some people in early Christian times may have 


The text is one of 55 Coptic manuscripts that were found in 1940 by villagers digging for 
fertilizer at tne site of the destroyed Monastery of Archangel Michael of the Desert near Al Hamuli 
in Egypt. Apparently, during the 10th century, monks had buried the monastery's manuscripts in 
a stone vat for safekeeping 


ә Shapeshifting: Shamanic Techniques for Global and Persor 


Transformation 
ting Magic-Man from the 


ә Santa the Shaman Comes to the New World: The Shapeshi! 
Ancient Past 


The monastery ceased operations around the early 10th century, and the text was rediscovered 
in the spring of 1910. In December 1911, it was рига 


ased, along with other texts, by American 
financier J. 2 Morgan. His collections, and the text described, are now housed in the Morgan 
Library and Museum in New York City. 


Tne 1,200-year-old Coptic manuscript, which describes Jesus as а shapeshifter, incorporates 
this cross decoration м 


п the manuscript. ( The Pierpont Morgan Library ) 


While headlines at the time of the announcement were quite sensationalist and described the 
textas containing Christianity-shattering information, the publishing scholar never claimed 
anything of the sort It is also clear that the text is not a hoax but a genuine item published by a 
ted scholar and by a notable academic press (E. J. Brill). So why hasn't such a fascinating 
text led to further research, interpretations, or discussion among scholars as relating to 

Jesus asa shapeshifter? 


Top image: According to the ancient text, Judas used a kiss to identify Jesus due to his abilities 
аз a shapeshifter. Source: The Morgan Library & Museum 


By April Holloway 


> References 


secos ED I ET EET] 
те EO ED EET 


APRIL 


Apri Holl 
p 
the pen name April Holloway, but is now choosing fo use her real name, 
Joanna Giman. 


vay is a Co-Owner, Editor and Writer of Ani 
vacy reasons, she has previously written on Ancient Origins under 


t Origins. For 


Joanna.. Read More 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


КОЛ? 


Lost Gospels Revealed: The 
Startling Revelation of Jesus's 
Wife (Video) 

In the depths of history, a remarkable 
discovery emerged, shedding new light on the 
enigmatic figure o 


ре of Jesus's 


in the mysterious. 


\ 


È c —- 


The Lost Years of Jesu: lo One 
Knows How He Spent His 20s 
(Video) 

ure of Jesus Christ 
= minos ard hea 


nlinues to 
of people 
Christianiy 


Despite 


is impact 
mystery. One of the 


much of his life. 


mai 


most perplexing, 


What Happened To The Coveted 
Spear Of Destiny? 
Throughout the centuries, Christianit 


been a fiery topic. Some 
origins and connections to ot 
while others lock at the malfeasances of some 


of ts religious. 


History of the Holidays: Easter 
(Video) 


n the Christian 
tion of Jesus 
Christ. However, despite being a Christian 
holiday, the ler has pagan and 
Jewish roots. The. 


The Crucifixion Gap: Why it 

Took Hundreds of Years for Art 

to Depict Jesus on the Cros: 

The сіт is arguably th 

image of Christianity. Whats the difference 

between the two? Across is just 
It stands 


nat- an 


тозе. It 


nent that 


St Helena, Discoverer of the 
True Cross, Was the First 
Archaeologist 


© AD the то 


t 
ntine set out on a legendary pilgrimage 
1 


Roman Emperor 


to the Holy Land. Dubbed the world's 
ologist." Saint Heler 
posthumously credited wi 


arch 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL 


СЕОСВАРНІС 9 Smithsonian Н the 


K 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


THEa228«TIMES 
ПЕН SPIEGEL 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


| 1l» 


Bronze Age Treasure Revealed 
Female Rule of the Argarics 
(Video) 


The Е : 
Newljerk The Washington Post | 
Cimes 
UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
Death: Was it Suicide or 
Murder? 


Daily Wait 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
Death: Was it Suicide or 
Murder? 


know it, о 
irh to the 


What Did Ancient Greece 
+ Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
+ Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

* Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Thela—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


The Enigma of Cleopatra's 
+ Death: Was it Suicide ог 
Murder? 


Religious Revolution: 


- Unveiling the Protestant 


Reformation (Video) 
The Legacy and Tragic Death 


- of Egyptology's Father, 


Champollion 
The Final Fates of the Children 


` of Cleopatra VII 


A Day in the Life of the Boy 


^ King Tutankhamun (Video) 


Greece's East Attica In 
Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


The Ancient City of Naqa - The Kushite 
Religious Stronghold 


Lost World Revealed: 14,000-Year-Old 
Village on Triquet Island (Video) 


Archaeologists Excavate Earliest Greek 
* Iron Age House Ever Found in Thorikos 


Fine Dining With The Pirates Of The 
* Caribbean 


Knights Templar Symbols in Sintra's 
Inverted Tower (Video) 


Sunken Sanctuary and Settlement 
* Rediscovered on German Coast 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


The Menehune of Hawaii — Ancient Race 
or Fictional Fairytale? 


їп Hawaiia 


The Kilwa Sultanate: The Island State 
* That Dominated Medieval East Africa 


Adventist Adventurer Claimed to Have 
- Found Ark of the Covenant Beneath 
Crucifixion Site 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


suicide 


Accidental Find of Impeccably 
Preserved Ming Dynasty 
Taizhou Mummy 


Discoveries of Ancient 
Underground Cities Around 
the World 


Fathoming the Ruins of 
Yanmen Shan Mountain and 


* the Biggest Cut Rocks in the 


World 


Sacred Treasure Hunt: In 
Pursuit of the Elusive Ark of 
the Covenant (Video) 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The 


Grim Discovery: Uncovering 
+ London's Plague Burial 
Ground (Video) 


Aleppo: Before and After the 
* Ravages of War (Video) 


- Unveiling the Protestant 
Reformation (Video) 


Rome vs. Carthage: The First 
- Punic Wer and the 
Superpower 


The Massive Project to Move. 
» Abu Simbel 200 Feet Up a Cliff 
Face (Video) 


Northern Rosetta Stone? 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Decoding Viking Origins: Genetic Clues 
Paint a New Picture (Video) 


Analyzing Mummy Genes: Were Ancient 
- Egyptians closely Related to Middle 
Easterners? 


Mastering the Айай: The Ultimate 
* Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


Unraveling the Mysteries of China's. 
Ancient Caucasian Mummies (Video) 


- Top Ten Myths about Neanderthals 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
- Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 
-Partl 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


20,000-year-old Rings Cleverly Deduced to 
be Prehistoric Spear-thrower Grips 


Mastering the Atlatl: The Ultimate 
* Prehistoric Hunting Tool (Video) 


2,700-Year-Old Horse Saddle in Chinese 
* Tomb May Be World's Oldest! 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 
- Compelling Argument for Lost High 
Technology in Ancient Egypt 


ANCIENT PLACES 


A Lost Primeval World Has Been Found in 
a Giant South China Sinkhole! 


World’ in an 


Bronze Age Treasure Revealed Female 
* Rule of the Argarics (Video) 


Archaeologists Excavate Earliest Greek 
* Iron Age House Ever Found in Thorikos 


Knights Templar Symbols in Sintra's 
* Inverted Tower (Video) 


» Hegra, Petra's Forgotten Twin (Video) 


Accidental Find of Impeccably Preserved 
Ming Dynasty Taizhou Mummy 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend – Part | 


shepher 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 
* Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
- American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 
* eur Cultures — Part! 


-ranı 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its 
* Secrets of the Universe 


Charybdis: The Terrifying Whirlpool 
` Monster of Greek Mythology 


OUR MISSION 


cient Origins, we 


And w 


ancient pl 


те origins of our sp 


Does ‘New Evidence’ Prove Noah's Ark Is 
Buried on a Turkish Mountain? 


Neolithic Stone Balls: The Northern 
" Rosetta Stone? 


tands, our view is that 


dand explained 


arch and 
y around 


x perspective: 


amin 
wmunity 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 
` Ancient Treasures - Part I 


The Enigma of the Shugborough 
* Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


aging into 


our 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus. 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Children 
of Heroes 


Ukrainian children need 
your support. 


General History & Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


Home /News 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


i gei A as bac cay apu 
з үле ешн ын 


STELLA MOVUS LT. 


Content 


EAR 


Cus ME 


Ancient Persian Inscriptions Link a 


Babylonian King to the Man Who Became 
Buddha 


CIENT ORIGINS 


Dramati ‹ 
far west as Persia. Family seals and records found at 
of the fourth Persian Emperor. Darius the Great, have been identi 
names of Sidóhartha Gautama and his father, Suddhodana Gautama 


Buddha, as pital 


d and associated with the 


als identified royals and other importan! personages within the Persian ruling 


< 

ARK 
OFTHE 2 

COVENANT 


&THE 


Guatama was the name of the royal family of the Saka kingdom. 


and the P 
An Academic and Religious Јо 
London. 2010. pg. 62) 


Roman and Persian 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS idies. Vol. I. 


The family crest bore the etching 
bircH winged lion. The Seal of Sedda depic 
Lion-Sun sham: 


nana (Persepolis Seal РЕ: 
based on information тп а number of other 


refers to Sedda Arta (Siddhartha), ie , Siddha (Liberator of) and Arta (nive 


DONATE NOW 


‘STORYTELLING 
‘SHORT PIECE 
STELLA Novus LI. 
ANGENT CRIGNS MAGAZINE 


< Shop Now > 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


W agree to receiving emails Read terms 


3 He poGor 


m« 


MOST READ TODAY 


uler flanked by bird-headed Arya- 


family of King 
езу of Опе! е 


181805 zane d 
MEXICO'S MITLA 


Disce OF LYORAA LARYRINTH 


‘The twin guardians each had tne body of lion and the head and wings of a mytnic sunbird (Le 


shamans. Therefore. 


 Arya-Vedi tradition. 


ated on a “lion-throne® under a 
is enlightenment 


Asimiar image of Buddhist iconography shows a Bucaha 
mic aides at his side. The Buddhist montage de 


CIVILIZATION S UNDERWORLD 
РАЕС 


ANCIENT ROME 


UNLEASH 


SUGGESTED BOOKS д 5 E d Etenmuc. 
/3 10 b. s 

E ' i + 
FUNDRAISER 


FASHION 


to refiect his new 


ist emblem comes to represe: 
janked ty two celesta! Bochi 


it would the family crest of the Gautama family be doing in Persia? Was Siddhartha 


ma connected to the Persian Empire? 


The inscriptions of Darius the Great (Per. Darayavaush), tne Persian emperor ‘or thirty-five 
years, boast that the Zoroastrian God Assura Mazda (Per. Ahura Mazda ) chose him to take the 
throne (in 522 BCE) from a usurper named “Gaumâta Darius shrouds ine short-ived reign of 
his predecessor in a power struggle involving deceit, conspiracy, murder, and the prize of the 
Persian throne. He characterizes "Gaumáta" as an opportunist who illegally grabbed the throne 


in Babylon while the siting Persian Emperor Kambujiya was away in Egypt 


не 


1 carving of Darius tne Great ( Iran Chamber ) 


Written in Cuneiform Script on tablets at Mount Bisutun (aka Behistun) in three different 
languages: Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian (a form of Akkadian), the Bisutun Inscriptions 
may have echoed the name of Siddhartha Gautama, the man who became the Buddha, in the 
name of a litle known King of Babylon. 


The inscri 


(ons refer to a religious figure named “вашта, rom whom the Achaemenid 
Persian Emperor, Darius the Great, seized the throne in Babylon. Darius painted "Gaumáta" an 
imposter and illegal ruler, although the description does not seem to fit the highly educated and 
beloved leader. Darius identified him as a Magi (practitioner of esoteric knowledge). and 
saraonically labeled nim as a “Stargazer.” Ir ne name “Gaumata" referred to Slacnartn 
Gautama, this reference would mean that he held a key leadership positon in the Magi Order. 
Moreover, as the headq 


ters of the Magi was in the temple. 


plex of Esagila, home of the 
ziggurat tower dubbed “House of the Raised Head.” the designation of ‘st suggests that 
Gautama was involved with Babylon's star observatory 


Up for 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


Content 


Could it be that Siddhartha Gautama was the mysterious King “Gaumata"? 


During lifetime of Buddha (b. 563 - d. 483 ВСЕ) when the Persian Empire stretched from Egypt 
to the Indus, Darius the Great comes to power by overthrowing the stargazer-Magus "Gaumata" 
in Babylon about whom his Bisutun Inscriptions сайт: "ne seized ine kingdom on July 1, 522 
ВСЕ. Then | prayed to Ahuramazda and siew him." Image of Darius reasserting Persian 
domination stomps on "rebels" with inscriptions etched below 


‘The name *Gaumáta" appears to be a variant of Gautama, the Buddha's family name. In the 
ancient multilingual land of Babylonia, multiple names and tiles with spelling variations referring 
to the same person were common. 


Does evidence of the Babylonian Magi Orders influences appear in Buddhist literature? Could 
we discover Mesopotamian references in the Buddhist scriptures? 


The earliest mathematical systems, astronomical measurements, and mythological literature 
were iniizted in the ziggurat tower-temples of the Fertile Crescent by the cultures of 
Sumer/Akkad and Amorite Babylonia Both Magi and Vedic seers furthered knowledge of a 
cosmic infrastructure, well known in the Buddha's time from the Tigris to the Ganges. 
Discovering this connection in the Buddhist sutras would challenge the prevailing view that 
Buddhism was born and developed in isolation exclusively in India. Although the oral legacy of 
the sutras were assembled and recorded later in India, a Babylonian finding would have major 
implications regarding the origin, influences, and intentions of the Buddha. 


Byzantine depiction of the Three Magi in a 7th-century mosaic at Basilica of Sant'Apollinare 


Nuovo. ( dia Commons ) 


Described as a compassionate philosopher-cosmologist "Gaumáta" decreed freedom for slaves. 
lowered oppressive taxes across the board, end inspired neignbors 10 respect one anomer in a 
city known for its diverse ethnic groups and many languages. His espousal of liberty, human 
rights, and generosity supports 
person. 


the thesis that "Gaumáta" and Gautama were one and the same 


Prince Siddharta Gautama sha 


the hair off his head as the sign to decline his status. 


ksatriya (warrior class) and becomes an ascetic hermit, his ser 
horse Kanthaka stands on right. Bas-re 
(Wikimedia ons ) 


vants hold his sword, crown, and 


princely jewelry 


ef pane! at Borobudur, Java, 


Indone: 


Darius, a military strongman. and a member of the Achaemenid family. prepared for his coup 
with a propaganda campaign designed to legitimize his overthrow of "Gaumáta " In his public 


inscription he referred to his cohorts as who would confirm the Killing of the usurper. 


witness: 


While nis story appears 10 be Tull o cunning deceptions, the real benina tne scenes story от tnis 


episode has remained elusive to history. Certainly es Darius had good reason to write history in 


his own self-interest, what happened has gone undetected for thousands of years bec 
historians know lit 


to nothing about "Gaumáta. 


Cf course. if "Gaumátz" was really Siddhartha Gautama, this азза 
because he did gc on to become the Buddha. Either someone 
‘Gauméta," or Darius shrewdly produced a disinformation campaign designed to cover up what 
realy happened. With the ‘death of the imposter” the to send a message to 
supporters of “баштаба” that he would not tolerate rebellions and suppressed any hope for the 
return of thls popular leader. But in tne wake of the coup nineteen rebellions arose throughout 
miltary action to crush the liberation 


ination had to be a lie, 
ie was murdered in the name of 


y emperor мапі 


the empire. It would take Darius more than a year of bru 


minded communities inspired by “Gaumata 


The above aríicie is an extract from 


'etured image: ‘Buddha offers fruit to the devi from 14 th century Per 


Jami a-tawarmka' (Compent les). (Image source ) 


van manuscript ‘Th 


Em. HARVEV KRAFT 


Harvey Kraft із en American author. and a Spiritual Archeologist adeot 
at interpreting ancient mythic language. Mr. Kratt's new allemative 

лу of the historical Buddha titied The Buddha тот Babyk 
uimination of 15 years of research into the.. Read More 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


IT 


27 01 2023-01: 
Bamiyan's Ancient Cave 
Dwellings Shelter Homeless 
Afghans (Video) 

The caves of Bamiyan. originally carved by 
‘Bucanist monks nearly 2,000 years адо, now 
offer refuge to a significant number of 
homeless Afghans. These historic caves 
nestled within the cls of. 


READ LAren | тыз 


MITCHELL 


2 Ay, 2023- 18:43 SAHIR 
Statue Reveals Budd 
Mingled with Roman’s In Egypt 
Ancient history Is replete with examples or 
cross-cultural ties that have transcended ай 
kinds of boundaries, even before 
telecommunications and travel existed the 
мау ме know togay. A reminder or. 


READ MORE 


READ LATER 


‘9 marci, 2022 -17:55 ASHLEVCOWIE 
Ming Dynasty Baby Buddha 
Statue Questions Australian 
History 

Two fimmakers detected a rare Ming Dynasty 
Buddha in Australia, which could “rewrite 
history." Some thought itan elaborate hoax, 
but experts have now verified the honesty of 
the finders. Back in 


READ MORE 


READ LATER. 


24 JULY 2623 - 18:56 ALEKSA VUÉKO VÉ 
Avukana Buddha - Sri Lanka's 
Most Important Buddhist 
Pilgrimage Site 

Relics of Buddhism are always magnificent to 
penola. They dot ine East Astan word, апа 
are the testament to the devotion and ancient 
hisiory of its peoples. One such relic is the 
magnificent statue 


reap carer | ERES 


эз MARCH, 2022 -13:55 SAHIR 
The Japanese Smallpox 
Epidemic of the 8th Century: 
Cause and Effect 

Human history has undergone countless 
epidemics, some which have been nipped in 
the bud due to sparse populations, some due 
to prudent medical interventions. Some, like 
the recent COVID-19 pandemic 


READ MORE 


READ LATER 


2 MAY, 2022 20:35 DR MARION DOLAN 


Furta Sacra: Medieval 
Trafficking In Saintly Relics 

It is hard to imagine that the gruesome topic of 
bodysnatthing and the ghastly, gory and 
gorgeous world of relics would be a тап 
focus of religious veneration throughout the 
Middie Ages. Through 


READ LATER 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by 


Q Smithsonian Н theguardian ENN 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


FÉ. HE Ай TIMES [uj 24 
TELAM LIMES New jock The Washington Post cec 
DER SPIEGEL Times Eoi Mat 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


The Gutian Invasion: What 
Really Caused the Fall of the 
Akkadian Empire? 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra The Legend of Sambation 
VII Survive and Produce the River and the Ten Lost Tribes 
Legendary Queen Zenobia of of Israel 


What Did Ancient Greece 
- Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
» Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

* Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 


Palmyra? 


4 Powerful and Inspiring 
‚+ Women Rulers that Changed 
Society and the World 


The Legendary Helmet of King 
Henry Vill (Video) 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 
+ Top Roman Historian Rates 
Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


These Objects Reveal Intimate 
‚ Details of Tutankhamun's Life 
(Video) 


The One-Eyed African Queen 
+ Who Defeated the Roman 
Empire: Amanirenas 


The Enduring Mystery and 
Ancient Artistry of Bolivia's 
Sajama Lines 


Exploring the Enigma of the 
Hellfire Club: Dublin's 
Haunted Secret 


The Enigma of Sweden's Great 
Lake Beast (Video) 


‘Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 
Light on Mysterious Kaspar 
Hauser Legend 


Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 
Artifacts Found in Arizona 
(Video) 


Akkadian Empire. a 


at empires in human history 
a und. 


The Rise and Fall of the 
Mighty Bulgars and the First 
Bulgarian Empire 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra 
VII Survive and Produce the 

* Legendary Queen Zenobia of 
Palmyra? 


The Third Punic War: Rome's 
* Triumph, Carthage's Tragedy 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 
‚ Top Roman Historian Rates 
Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


Weapons of Triumph: Caesar's 
British Invasion (Video) 


‚ Antiquity: Playground OF 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


= T 
Ancient Egyptians Shaved Off Their 
Eyebrows When Their Cats Died 


ing Histories 
мога. 


Exploring Europe's Oldest Known Cave 
Paintings (Video) 


Rare Winged Medusa Mosaic Found in 
Ancient Roman Villa in Spain 


The Cresswell Horsehead: The Oldest Art 
Ever Found in Britain (Video) 


A Case of Mistaken Identity: Hohle Fels. 
“Horse” Was Not a Horse at All 


Playing the 4,500-Year-Old Royal Game of 
Ur (Video) 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Sky Burial: Tibet's Ancient Tradition for 
Honoring the Dead 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
* Creation Myths of Australia 


Warding Evil and Welcoming Luck: 
Protective Amulets of the Ancient World 


7.2 million-Year-Old Pre-Human Fossil A 


* Challenge to Out of Africa? 


What's the Truth Behind the All-Seeing 


* Eye of Providence? 


The awesome, terrible, and unknowable 
creator gods through history 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Swiss Scientists Identify Bronze Age Iron 
Arrowhead Made from a Meteorite! 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Fingal’s Cave: Legends and Inspiration 
Near the Scottish Sea 


a natural 


Exploring Europe's Oldest Known Cave 
* Paintings (Video) 


Three Famous Sites in One - The Story of 
the Legendary City of Tanis 


‘The Lost Zapotec; Vibrant Mesoamerican 


* Civilization of The Cloud People 


Zorats Karer: The Incredible History of 


* the 7,800-year-old Armenian Stonehenge 


The Ancient Aqueducts Keeping Peruvian 
Deserts Fertile (Video) 


OPINION 


Andes? 


What Makes Sirius, the Dog Star, So 
* Special? 


The Banquet of Chestnuts: A Perverse 
* Pastime at the House of Borgia? 


Orichalcum: Legendary Metal of Atlantis, 
* Or Just А Common Ore? 


The Legend of Sambation River and the 
* Ten Lost Tribes of Israel 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
* Creation Myths of Australia 


OUR MISSION 


inging 
ient plac 


Bronze Age Blacksmithing: From Liquid 


* Fire to Sword in Minutes (Video) 


The Discovery that Revealed Ancient 


+ Humans Navigated the Seas 130,000 


Years Ago 
The South-Pointing Chariot: This Ancient 


+ Chinese Invention Led Armies In a Unique 


and impressive Way 
The Steam-Powered Pigeon of Archytas — 


The Flying Machine of Antiquity 


Bombshell Study Calls Astronomical 
Theories of the Nebra Sky Disk 
“Obsolete” 


examini 
ur open community is 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


- Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


-PartI 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part! 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


‚ American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 
The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


* eur Cultures - Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


* Ancient Treasures — Part | 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 


A project of Stela Novus 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


Children 
of Heroes 


Ukrainian children need 
your support. 


General History &Archaeology Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


Home /News 


2023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


i gei A as bac cay apu 
з үле ешн ын 


STELLA MOVUS LT. 


Content 


EAR 


Cus ME 


Ancient Persian Inscriptions Link a 


Babylonian King to the Man Who Became 
Buddha 


CIENT ORIGINS 


Dramati ‹ 
far west as Persia. Family seals and records found at 
of the fourth Persian Emperor. Darius the Great, have been identi 
names of Sidóhartha Gautama and his father, Suddhodana Gautama 


Buddha, as pital 


d and associated with the 


als identified royals and other importan! personages within the Persian ruling 


< 

ARK 
OFTHE 2 

COVENANT 


&THE 


Guatama was the name of the royal family of the Saka kingdom. 


and the P 
An Academic and Religious Јо 
London. 2010. pg. 62) 


Roman and Persian 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS idies. Vol. I. 


The family crest bore the etching 
bircH winged lion. The Seal of Sedda depic 
Lion-Sun sham: 


nana (Persepolis Seal РЕ: 
based on information тп а number of other 


refers to Sedda Arta (Siddhartha), ie , Siddha (Liberator of) and Arta (nive 


DONATE NOW 


‘STORYTELLING 
‘SHORT PIECE 
STELLA Novus LI. 
ANGENT CRIGNS MAGAZINE 


< Shop Now > 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 
VIRTUAL TOURS 


THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


W agree to receiving emails Read terms 


3 He poGor 


m« 


MOST READ TODAY 


uler flanked by bird-headed Arya- 


family of King 
езу of Опе! е 


181805 zane d 
MEXICO'S MITLA 


Disce OF LYORAA LARYRINTH 


‘The twin guardians each had tne body of lion and the head and wings of a mytnic sunbird (Le 


shamans. Therefore. 


 Arya-Vedi tradition. 


ated on a “lion-throne® under a 
is enlightenment 


Asimiar image of Buddhist iconography shows a Bucaha 
mic aides at his side. The Buddhist montage de 


CIVILIZATION S UNDERWORLD 
РАЕС 


ANCIENT ROME 


UNLEASH 


SUGGESTED BOOKS д 5 E d Etenmuc. 
/3 10 b. s 

E ' i + 
FUNDRAISER 


FASHION 


to refiect his new 


ist emblem comes to represe: 
janked ty two celesta! Bochi 


it would the family crest of the Gautama family be doing in Persia? Was Siddhartha 


ma connected to the Persian Empire? 


The inscriptions of Darius the Great (Per. Darayavaush), tne Persian emperor ‘or thirty-five 
years, boast that the Zoroastrian God Assura Mazda (Per. Ahura Mazda ) chose him to take the 
throne (in 522 BCE) from a usurper named “Gaumâta Darius shrouds ine short-ived reign of 
his predecessor in a power struggle involving deceit, conspiracy, murder, and the prize of the 
Persian throne. He characterizes "Gaumáta" as an opportunist who illegally grabbed the throne 


in Babylon while the siting Persian Emperor Kambujiya was away in Egypt 


не 


1 carving of Darius tne Great ( Iran Chamber ) 


Written in Cuneiform Script on tablets at Mount Bisutun (aka Behistun) in three different 
languages: Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian (a form of Akkadian), the Bisutun Inscriptions 
may have echoed the name of Siddhartha Gautama, the man who became the Buddha, in the 
name of a litle known King of Babylon. 


The inscri 


(ons refer to a religious figure named “вашта, rom whom the Achaemenid 
Persian Emperor, Darius the Great, seized the throne in Babylon. Darius painted "Gaumáta" an 
imposter and illegal ruler, although the description does not seem to fit the highly educated and 
beloved leader. Darius identified him as a Magi (practitioner of esoteric knowledge). and 
saraonically labeled nim as a “Stargazer.” Ir ne name “Gaumata" referred to Slacnartn 
Gautama, this reference would mean that he held a key leadership positon in the Magi Order. 
Moreover, as the headq 


ters of the Magi was in the temple. 


plex of Esagila, home of the 
ziggurat tower dubbed “House of the Raised Head.” the designation of ‘st suggests that 
Gautama was involved with Babylon's star observatory 


Up for 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


Content 


Could it be that Siddhartha Gautama was the mysterious King “Gaumata"? 


During lifetime of Buddha (b. 563 - d. 483 ВСЕ) when the Persian Empire stretched from Egypt 
to the Indus, Darius the Great comes to power by overthrowing the stargazer-Magus "Gaumata" 
in Babylon about whom his Bisutun Inscriptions сайт: "ne seized ine kingdom on July 1, 522 
ВСЕ. Then | prayed to Ahuramazda and siew him." Image of Darius reasserting Persian 
domination stomps on "rebels" with inscriptions etched below 


‘The name *Gaumáta" appears to be a variant of Gautama, the Buddha's family name. In the 
ancient multilingual land of Babylonia, multiple names and tiles with spelling variations referring 
to the same person were common. 


Does evidence of the Babylonian Magi Orders influences appear in Buddhist literature? Could 
we discover Mesopotamian references in the Buddhist scriptures? 


The earliest mathematical systems, astronomical measurements, and mythological literature 
were iniizted in the ziggurat tower-temples of the Fertile Crescent by the cultures of 
Sumer/Akkad and Amorite Babylonia Both Magi and Vedic seers furthered knowledge of a 
cosmic infrastructure, well known in the Buddha's time from the Tigris to the Ganges. 
Discovering this connection in the Buddhist sutras would challenge the prevailing view that 
Buddhism was born and developed in isolation exclusively in India. Although the oral legacy of 
the sutras were assembled and recorded later in India, a Babylonian finding would have major 
implications regarding the origin, influences, and intentions of the Buddha. 


Byzantine depiction of the Three Magi in a 7th-century mosaic at Basilica of Sant'Apollinare 


Nuovo. ( dia Commons ) 


Described as a compassionate philosopher-cosmologist "Gaumáta" decreed freedom for slaves. 
lowered oppressive taxes across the board, end inspired neignbors 10 respect one anomer in a 
city known for its diverse ethnic groups and many languages. His espousal of liberty, human 
rights, and generosity supports 
person. 


the thesis that "Gaumáta" and Gautama were one and the same 


Prince Siddharta Gautama sha 


the hair off his head as the sign to decline his status. 


ksatriya (warrior class) and becomes an ascetic hermit, his ser 
horse Kanthaka stands on right. Bas-re 
(Wikimedia ons ) 


vants hold his sword, crown, and 


princely jewelry 


ef pane! at Borobudur, Java, 


Indone: 


Darius, a military strongman. and a member of the Achaemenid family. prepared for his coup 
with a propaganda campaign designed to legitimize his overthrow of "Gaumáta " In his public 


inscription he referred to his cohorts as who would confirm the Killing of the usurper. 


witness: 


While nis story appears 10 be Tull o cunning deceptions, the real benina tne scenes story от tnis 


episode has remained elusive to history. Certainly es Darius had good reason to write history in 


his own self-interest, what happened has gone undetected for thousands of years bec 
historians know lit 


to nothing about "Gaumáta. 


Cf course. if "Gaumátz" was really Siddhartha Gautama, this азза 
because he did gc on to become the Buddha. Either someone 
‘Gauméta," or Darius shrewdly produced a disinformation campaign designed to cover up what 
realy happened. With the ‘death of the imposter” the to send a message to 
supporters of “баштаба” that he would not tolerate rebellions and suppressed any hope for the 
return of thls popular leader. But in tne wake of the coup nineteen rebellions arose throughout 
miltary action to crush the liberation 


ination had to be a lie, 
ie was murdered in the name of 


y emperor мапі 


the empire. It would take Darius more than a year of bru 


minded communities inspired by “Gaumata 


The above aríicie is an extract from 


'etured image: ‘Buddha offers fruit to the devi from 14 th century Per 


Jami a-tawarmka' (Compent les). (Image source ) 


van manuscript ‘Th 


Em. HARVEV KRAFT 


Harvey Kraft із en American author. and a Spiritual Archeologist adeot 
at interpreting ancient mythic language. Mr. Kratt's new allemative 

лу of the historical Buddha titied The Buddha тот Babyk 
uimination of 15 years of research into the.. Read More 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


IT 


27 01 2023-01: 
Bamiyan's Ancient Cave 
Dwellings Shelter Homeless 
Afghans (Video) 

The caves of Bamiyan. originally carved by 
‘Bucanist monks nearly 2,000 years адо, now 
offer refuge to a significant number of 
homeless Afghans. These historic caves 
nestled within the cls of. 


READ LAren | тыз 


MITCHELL 


2 Ay, 2023- 18:43 SAHIR 
Statue Reveals Budd 
Mingled with Roman’s In Egypt 
Ancient history Is replete with examples or 
cross-cultural ties that have transcended ай 
kinds of boundaries, even before 
telecommunications and travel existed the 
мау ме know togay. A reminder or. 


READ MORE 


READ LATER 


‘9 marci, 2022 -17:55 ASHLEVCOWIE 
Ming Dynasty Baby Buddha 
Statue Questions Australian 
History 

Two fimmakers detected a rare Ming Dynasty 
Buddha in Australia, which could “rewrite 
history." Some thought itan elaborate hoax, 
but experts have now verified the honesty of 
the finders. Back in 


READ MORE 


READ LATER. 


24 JULY 2623 - 18:56 ALEKSA VUÉKO VÉ 
Avukana Buddha - Sri Lanka's 
Most Important Buddhist 
Pilgrimage Site 

Relics of Buddhism are always magnificent to 
penola. They dot ine East Astan word, апа 
are the testament to the devotion and ancient 
hisiory of its peoples. One such relic is the 
magnificent statue 


reap carer | ERES 


эз MARCH, 2022 -13:55 SAHIR 
The Japanese Smallpox 
Epidemic of the 8th Century: 
Cause and Effect 

Human history has undergone countless 
epidemics, some which have been nipped in 
the bud due to sparse populations, some due 
to prudent medical interventions. Some, like 
the recent COVID-19 pandemic 


READ MORE 


READ LATER 


2 MAY, 2022 20:35 DR MARION DOLAN 


Furta Sacra: Medieval 
Trafficking In Saintly Relics 

It is hard to imagine that the gruesome topic of 
bodysnatthing and the ghastly, gory and 
gorgeous world of relics would be a тап 
focus of religious veneration throughout the 
Middie Ages. Through 


READ LATER 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by 


Q Smithsonian Н theguardian ENN 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


FÉ. HE Ай TIMES [uj 24 
TELAM LIMES New jock The Washington Post cec 
DER SPIEGEL Times Eoi Mat 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY FAMOUS PEOPLE 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


The Gutian Invasion: What 
Really Caused the Fall of the 
Akkadian Empire? 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra The Legend of Sambation 
VII Survive and Produce the River and the Ten Lost Tribes 
Legendary Queen Zenobia of of Israel 


What Did Ancient Greece 
- Really Look Like? A Visual 
Tour (Video) 


Behind the Scenes of Ancient 
» Greece: Exploring the Daily 
Life of its People (Video) 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

* Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece's East Attica In 


Palmyra? 


4 Powerful and Inspiring 
‚+ Women Rulers that Changed 
Society and the World 


The Legendary Helmet of King 
Henry Vill (Video) 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 
+ Top Roman Historian Rates 
Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


These Objects Reveal Intimate 
‚ Details of Tutankhamun's Life 
(Video) 


The One-Eyed African Queen 
+ Who Defeated the Roman 
Empire: Amanirenas 


The Enduring Mystery and 
Ancient Artistry of Bolivia's 
Sajama Lines 


Exploring the Enigma of the 
Hellfire Club: Dublin's 
Haunted Secret 


The Enigma of Sweden's Great 
Lake Beast (Video) 


‘Smallpox Vaccine Sheds New 
Light on Mysterious Kaspar 
Hauser Legend 


Mystery of the Latin Inscribed 
Artifacts Found in Arizona 
(Video) 


Akkadian Empire. a 


at empires in human history 
a und. 


The Rise and Fall of the 
Mighty Bulgars and the First 
Bulgarian Empire 


Did Descendants of Cleopatra 
VII Survive and Produce the 

* Legendary Queen Zenobia of 
Palmyra? 


The Third Punic War: Rome's 
* Triumph, Carthage's Tragedy 


From Gladiator to Ben Hur, 
‚ Top Roman Historian Rates 
Famous Movie Scenes (Video) 


Weapons of Triumph: Caesar's 
British Invasion (Video) 


‚ Antiquity: Playground OF 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


TOP NEW STORIES 


= T 
Ancient Egyptians Shaved Off Their 
Eyebrows When Their Cats Died 


ing Histories 
мога. 


Exploring Europe's Oldest Known Cave 
Paintings (Video) 


Rare Winged Medusa Mosaic Found in 
Ancient Roman Villa in Spain 


The Cresswell Horsehead: The Oldest Art 
Ever Found in Britain (Video) 


A Case of Mistaken Identity: Hohle Fels. 
“Horse” Was Not a Horse at All 


Playing the 4,500-Year-Old Royal Game of 
Ur (Video) 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Sky Burial: Tibet's Ancient Tradition for 
Honoring the Dead 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
* Creation Myths of Australia 


Warding Evil and Welcoming Luck: 
Protective Amulets of the Ancient World 


7.2 million-Year-Old Pre-Human Fossil A 


* Challenge to Out of Africa? 


What's the Truth Behind the All-Seeing 


* Eye of Providence? 


The awesome, terrible, and unknowable 
creator gods through history 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Swiss Scientists Identify Bronze Age Iron 
Arrowhead Made from a Meteorite! 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Fingal’s Cave: Legends and Inspiration 
Near the Scottish Sea 


a natural 


Exploring Europe's Oldest Known Cave 
* Paintings (Video) 


Three Famous Sites in One - The Story of 
the Legendary City of Tanis 


‘The Lost Zapotec; Vibrant Mesoamerican 


* Civilization of The Cloud People 


Zorats Karer: The Incredible History of 


* the 7,800-year-old Armenian Stonehenge 


The Ancient Aqueducts Keeping Peruvian 
Deserts Fertile (Video) 


OPINION 


Andes? 


What Makes Sirius, the Dog Star, So 
* Special? 


The Banquet of Chestnuts: A Perverse 
* Pastime at the House of Borgia? 


Orichalcum: Legendary Metal of Atlantis, 
* Or Just А Common Ore? 


The Legend of Sambation River and the 
* Ten Lost Tribes of Israel 


Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and the 
* Creation Myths of Australia 


OUR MISSION 


inging 
ient plac 


Bronze Age Blacksmithing: From Liquid 


* Fire to Sword in Minutes (Video) 


The Discovery that Revealed Ancient 


+ Humans Navigated the Seas 130,000 


Years Ago 
The South-Pointing Chariot: This Ancient 


+ Chinese Invention Led Armies In a Unique 


and impressive Way 
The Steam-Powered Pigeon of Archytas — 


The Flying Machine of Antiquity 


Bombshell Study Calls Astronomical 
Theories of the Nebra Sky Disk 
“Obsolete” 


examini 
ur open community is 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 


- Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 


-PartI 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 


` Professor Cabrera - Part! 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 


‚ American Martyrs Shrines and 


Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 
The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 


* eur Cultures - Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


* Ancient Treasures — Part | 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - Contact us 


A project of Stela Novus 


ABOUT ` LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA ` EVENTS ` FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology 


Home /News 


Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


prc 


023 EUROPEAN PUBLISHING AWARDS 


WINNERS 


Content 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM. 


~ шй 
NCIENT ORIGINS 


(PEARS 
THE ARK 
OFTHE 

COVENANT 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


The Miracle of the Sun, 1917: Ancient 
Angels at Fatima? The Possible Common 
Origins of Star Gods 


Ifthe app: 

centuries 

dei 

Today, though, we FO events or perhaps messages from other 
encounter ate, physical e 


and her cousins Jacinta and 
in angel on several occasions. These visits 
Our Lady of Fatima, or the 


the area to visit the children 


wn as and attributed to the Roman Catholic ШЕ 
ids of people flocks 


and the location of the event It was said the visitor had promised a miracle for October 1 


ford of this spread, tho 


following year 


During the Miracle of the Sun event on October 13, 1917, over 80,000 people witnessed an 
event at Гай through the sky and swooped over the. 
crowds below. The 'eluming 


to the clouds. 


960 


‘STORYTELLING: 
‘SHORT PECE 


STRA nous 
ANGENT CRIGNS MAGAZIE 


ANCIENT ORIGINS 


VIRTUAL TOURS 


mr 
THE ANCIENT 
ZIGGURAT OF UR 


M agree to receiving emails Read terms 


He yaaercs связаться с сервисом 
reCAPTCHA. 


Проверьте подключение к Интернет 
и перезагрузите страницу. 


£ 


^ 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


PONE 


OYAL 


JAMES TURNER 


EX 
DS. 


Lucia Santos (let) with 


Fig. 2 — The Being of Fátima, 
as drawn by Claro Fángio, 
according to the initial 
description provided by Lücia 
to the Parochial Inquiry. 


h of the Being of Fatima, 1917 


Spiritual Beliefs and the Supernatural 
'ost curious factors relating to the Fatima apparitions, for example, is that 


they 
no їшї 
at Fatima nave been shaped to sult a part 


stranger, and less definable series of encounters. 


icted by a group of = months in advance. While this leads us 
5 of an explanation for the visions. it does allow us to understand how the 
iar religious Interpretation as opposed to a 


The Catho 
so itis only natural that they would have wanter 
documented their communications with a deity 
Virgin Mary. 


с Church views psychic predictions and the occult as belonging to the demonic realm 
press the claims of psychics who 
nich the church would later identify as the 


But before looking into these prophecies, which were printed in Portug 


tima events, we should first understand the social climat 


ne 


ent of the 


Portuguese First resulted in a per tion, 


п mind, also, that the shadow cf the Inquisition stil weighed heavily upon European 


populations, with tne last witch’ execution having taken place only in 1826. 


SPAIN 


Sign up to download 4 FREE eBOOKS 


MOST READ TODAY 


M XIC 5 MITLA 


У UNDERWORLD 


UNLEASH 
Y 
ECCENT 


Tor 


Content 


VIRAL ARTICLES 


СЕЗ] 


; я 


aor Waders a Ф 


Location of Fátima, Portugal. ( Public Domain ) 


Benina Portugal's оппосох exterior, ток and spiritualist реет nad alvays existed папа in nang 
with Christianity, leading tc a strange mix of Pagan and Catholic saints and Holy figures often. 
being interchanged depending on the feast day or time of the year This was not always 
expressed openly, however. 


‘The area around Fatima has a long history of Pagan practices. The local folklore contains many 
stories of fairies and otherworldly encounters. The rocky terrain and mountainous area is similar 
to the Benbulbin area of westem Ireland which also has a long tradition of a supernatural and 
mysterious people called ‘The Gentry’ These їапу-іке beings are said to sometimes inte 
with humans, offering advice or warnings. At other times they seem to look upon humans with 
disdain, often hinting that they are in some way superior end more evolved. 


Portugal has a similar tradition which describes a race of supernatural women called the Moura 
Encantada who were said to be the guardians of doorways into other dimensions, as well as into 
the earth itself. These women were also said to be able to spin the sun. which connects 
Intimately to the fina! apparition at Fatima, where thousands of witnesses watched a glowing oval 
of light spin through the sky. 


Predictions of Something Trancendental 
Itwas in the anarchic social climate of traditional Catholicism and progressive politics that a 


group of Portuguese soilitualisis began to receive messages or transmissions pre: 
series of extraordinary events which would take place on May 13th, 1917. (This маз 
Fatima apparitions began ) The mediums were said to be so affected by the messages they 
were channelling that they decided to document them in newspaper ads and articles so that 
nobody could later say thal they had not been authentic. 
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Another appropriation is that the being that appeared to the children never said that she came 
from heaven but instead merely pointed upwards when asked where she was from. Throughout 
the entire series of apparitions the children never saw the being's mouth move but explained that 
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found them whenever t 


occurred. 
Another physical attribute that was changed by the Catholic Church was that the being was said 
to be less than three feet tall, and appeared to be bald. Over the course of interrogations and 
revisions, the children changed this appearance to that of a tall beautiful lady, more fitting to the 
Virgin Mary archetype of the church. 
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Phenomenon Across Culture and Time 
Many other visionaries and spiritual leaders cf this time also claimed to have received 


communications in a similar manner. Alice Bailey said that she was the recipient of messa: 
тот a higher civilization trom Sinus. Aleister Crowley and Rudor Steiner born received 
transmissions іп 1904 which would go on to form their most famous works, The Book of the Law 
е of the Higher Worlds and its Attainment , respectively 
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Going back even tunner in time, we have the experience and accounts of tne Dogon people wno 
claim that they toc received their wisdom from beings from Sirius although the Dogon 
themselves are quite cryptic when it comes to explaining the methods of transmission and 


whether or not it was physical or immaterial messengers who contacted them. 


The Dogon have а very sophisticated level of knowledge of science and quantum mechanics. 
something that the early anthropologists could not have known about and some of modern 
'ewest discoveries are only beginning to parallel what the Dogon have described for 
мп for thousands of years. 
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Astriking similarity exists between the ancient amphibious Gods, the Oannes, who were said to 
па пот the stars апа brought civilizing зки to early humans, and the Dogon deties, 
the Nommo. The carvings of these gods and beings often show them immersed in waves, which 
their immaterial and quantum nature. 


Semitic god Dagon, drawing based on tne "Oannes" relief at Khorsabad ( Public Domain ) 


Another interesting parallel is tne phonetic similarity between Oannes and Noah who are both 
civilizers who emerge from the waters. This is further reinforced by the fact that the Biblical Noah 
and the story of the flood is a much older Sumerian myth connecting the Dogon to the myths and 
Gods of this time. 


Ancient Agents of Change 

Could it be that all of these deities emanate ftom the same place and the messages they bring 
change depending upon the culture and sophistication of ihe people who receive it? Is it possible 
thal the star beings of the Hopi, the Kachina, who are also said to come from Sirius, are the 
same beings that appeared to the Dogon? The Норі call опе of their saviour gods Anu, wt 
aiso the name of the Babylonian sky god. for example 


ә In 1665, Many Said They Saw a UFO Battle and Fell Sick Afterward 
© Japanese Wooden Statue Weeps, Sheds Blood, and Performs Miracles 
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Could these deities also be the same messengers who appeared at Fatima and who were 
channelled by Aleister Crowley and Rudolf Steiner or are all of these transmissions some kind of 
unconscious, cultural impulse? 


When we also take into account many other religious movements which began with an apparition 
ога channelled transmission we begin to see a very ancient pattem emerging. Whether we 
examine Mormonism, the Abrahamic faiths. Buddhism, Hinduism or the various Shamanic 
traditions, the one common feature is the origin point where beings who claim to be from beyond 
the human realm are the instigators of a new paradigm. 


Is this just a coincidence or could it be something more profound? 
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that we have reached an impasse. Could there be an alternative theory that satisfactorily 
accounts for these structures at such depths? 
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Historic map of the Strait of Gibraltar by Piri Reis. ( Public Domain ) 


Could it be that the Caribbean Sea has a similar geological history as the Mediterranean Sea? 
That is, could the Caribbean Sea have been a dry basin, and could it have been so during the 
existence of anatomically modem man? Having performed an exhaustive search on the topic, | 
couldn't find a single source within the alternative literature let alone a peer-reviewed scientific 
Paper that put forth such a hypothesis. 


However implausible this hypothesis may be. if true, it would provide a simple and elegant 
solution to tne problem discussed, namely that of how а city could паме been built close to 700 
meters (2300 feet) below sea level today, or 580 meters (1900 feet) below sea level even during 


the maximum drawdown of the world's oceans. If the Caribbean Sea simply did not exist for an 
extended period of time in the human past. a reasonably advanced civilization inhabiting the 
area could have bull cities on dry land thousands of feet below sea level, even over ten 
thousand feet below sea level. 


Map of the Caribbean Sea and Basin ( Public Domain ) 


When the Caribbean Sea was formed, these cities would have been submerged to a depth 
equivalent to the depth below sea level that they were originally constructed. The Cuban 
underwater city would merely be one of these hypothetical cities; thus, an explanation has been 
provided for the existence of the city at such great depth without recourse to either the 
having collapsed to its depth or it having been built underwater. 


The Land and the Sea 
‘Whatare the necessary conditions for the Caribbean Basin to have been ary? 


First, the West Indies archipelago, instead of being a string of isiands (lying above sea 
level) separated by numerous waterways (ling below sea level) as itis now, would have had to 
be а strip of land lying above sea level throughout its entire length. In other words, the Yucatan 
Peninsula must have been connected to Cuba via a land bridge, instead of being separated by a 
strait, and Cuba with Най, and Най with Puerto Rico, and so on, until finally, the istand of 
Grenada must have been connected to the South American mainland with a land bridge, 
of being separated from it by a strait 


stead 


Perspective view of the sea floor of the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, ( Public Domain 
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Indeed, if the West Indies were like the Central American isthmus as it is today, unbroken and 
uniformly above sea level, the Caribbean Basin would have effectively become whal geologists 
refer io as an endorheic basin, a basin that is isolated from the world ocean. However, the 
isolation of the Caribbean Basin from the larger world ocean, though necessary. is not in and of 
itself sufficient for it to nave been dry. 


© The Legendary Hyperborea and the Ancient Greeks: Wno Really Discovered America? 
= Submerged Temples of Mahabalipuram 
o Five Legendary Lost Cities that have Never Been Found 


In order for ihe Caribbean to have been dry. there is another necessary condition that must have. 
been met, namely, there must have been an excess of evaporation over precipitation over the 
basin's watershed. Today, there is indeed an excess of evaporation over precipitation over the 


Caribbean region, but was this true throughout the entire time behaviorally modern humans have 
existed, which has witnessed a great variety of climatic conditions? 


Most likely, the answer is yes, as the tropical and subtropical regions, to which the Cariobean 
region belongs, have undergone minimal climatic variations even amid the їштиї of the ice ages 
and interglacials that have taken place over the Pleistocene epoch. Therefore, it is reasonable 
to infer that the Caribbean region had a water balance of evaporation in excess of precipitation 
‘throughout much, if not all ot he human past, Just as t does today. 


Underwater ruins, representational image (Saramarielin/ CC BY 2.0) 


Taken together, these two conditions, both of which are nece: 
һа 


ry for tne Caribbean Basin to 
been dry, are sufficient for this to have been so. That is, if the Caribbean Basin were both 
isolated from the Atlantic Ocean and evaporation exceeded precipitation over iis watershed, it 
must have been агу 


Given that the latter condition has already been established as highly likely throughout the time 
period in which man existed, demonstrating that tne former condition also пей, shall suffice to 
that the 
Caribbean Basin indeed could have been dry and hence habitable if the Caribbean Basin were 
isolated 


prove that the Caribbean Basin must have been dry. Thus, we have established 


Посмотреть на E Youtube 


This begs the question: Could the Caribbean Basin have been isolated? In other words, could 
the West Indies archipelago. which is now an island arc interspersed with deep and numerous 
waterways, have once been a contiguous landmass uniformly above sea level akin to the Central 
American isthmus? 


Read: The Exceptional Cuban Underwater City: Prehistoric Ramifications of its Origins — 
Part Il 


Top Image: Artist's representation of underwater ruins. Source: BigStockPnoto 
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The major alteration may have been conceived during the European Middle Ages, possibly to 
divert attention from India. During the Middle Ages, the Tribunal of the Inquisition was actively 
judging pagans and heretics who worshipped ancient religions. This theory postulates that the 
erratum went so far that the German-Dutch cartographer, Gerardus Mercator (1512-1894), 
named the ocean passing Gibraltar the “Atlantic Ocean. It is possible that Mercator used а 
reversed Middle Ages map, confusing the historical reports and substituting what was in the East 
with Gibraltar. Although the research is still in progress, we have reason to believe, therefore, 
that in the ancient past, for the Ancient Greeks, the cultures of references were located toward 
the East - Mesopotamia and India 
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Modifying Ancient Maps 
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Mercator would have made such a colossal mistake; he knew more about the ancient past ofthe 
world than anybody else. And in 1594, upon his death, his family published а new version of the 
Atlas ( Map of the World ). Because this was not done under Mercator's supervision, someone 
may have changed something 
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the monastery of Mechlen, in particular to Friar Monachus; he was even jailed for this 
relationship, probably by the Protestant authority of the time. Monachus was an advisor on 
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The Exorcism of Marthe Brossier: The 
First Exorcism With Scientific Controls 
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Cathedral of Bayeux (France, Normandy), exorcism by Saint Exupére (painting by Rupalley) 
(Phili 


е Alés/ CC BYSA 3.0) 


But wnat Brossier didn't know was that her exorcism was a sham. The holy water was just 
ordinary water, and the Latin books the priests were reading were nothing more than an oid 
poem by Virgil 
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Marthe Brossier: An Alleged im Of Witchcraft 

Marthe Bro: 20 years old when the demons "possessed" her. She was already thought 
of as a bit ог a strange bird — а woman who мошо sneak out of her house dressed as а man 
with, apparently, no interest whatsoever in getting married. Т 


‘small town, it 


practically seemed a matter of course when а demonic voi 


Her neighbor, Anne Chevreau , was blamed for the witcheraft She was an unmarried, middle- 
aged woman - by the standards of the time, the trademark profile of a witch — and whatever 
complaint Brossier put against her was convincing enough that Chevreau was thrown into jail 
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The Catholic Church's Favorite Demon si e Stronsa 
To the Catholic Church, the demons in Brossier's body were a godsend. The king of France. e! 


Henri IV, was опа e toward the Huguenot 
Catholic Church, their rise was a threat.— and in Brossier, they had proof had Protestants were in 
league with tne devi < Š 
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The Exorcism Of Marthe Brossier 

Michel Marescol, the personal physician to King Henri IV, was given the task or exposing her. On 
the king's orders, Marthe Brossier was brought to the Abbey of St. Geneuesua, to be exorcised, 
under Marescot's watch, by the Bishop of Paris himself. 


Nearly as soon as Brossier kneeled down with the bishop to pray. the demon took hold of her. 
Sne тей onto her back, convulsing ana breathing lke a міс animal. Her eyes tumed back in ner 
head, her tongue flared out, and a dark, gravelly voice from within her stomach shouted vulgar, 
unprintable words. 


The priests put a piece of wood in ner mouth to keep her from swallowing her own tongue, then 
gathered around her, holding a piece of Jesus Christ's true cross and reading Holy Scriptures to 
cast out the demon. When she saw tne true cross, she began to wrilhe in pain on the Toor, а 
dark voice within her screaming out blasphemies and death threats. 


‘Saint Peter Martyr Exoreizing a Woman Possessed by a Devil, 1445/55 by Antonio Vivarini. ( 
Art Institute Chicago ) 


The Unbeliever 
Marescol alone was not impressed. He wrote a short, simple note. 
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Marescot revealed he had switched out the priests’ tools. The piece of the true cross they had 
used, he explained, was nothing more than an ordinary piece of wood. The real true cross was in 
her mouth, being used a tongue depressor — and she hadn't reacted to it at all 


The priests stil werent convinced. They nad seen Brossler do things no human being ought to 
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Luzifer (1890) by Fran: 


Marescot was unimpressed. “I will take that hazard and perii upon me,” he shot back “Let him 
сапу me away if he can. 


The Fake Exorcism 
It was the Archbishop of Lyon, Charles Miron. 


who found a way to prove Marescot right. Just 
Switching out the piece of the true cross hadn't been enough to convince his fellow priests, so 
Bishop Miron took it further. He switched out everything 
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nothing to drink but holy water, never letting on that 
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with ordinary water and sprinkled it on her, telling her it was sacred. 
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Every part of Miron's scheme worked. When he held up a piece of iron and pretend it was Тот 
Jesus's Chrsts true cross, Brossler broke into convulsions. When ne read ner Virgis “Aeneid” In. 
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For the first time in recorded history, a demonic possession had been exposed through a 
Controlled experiment. 


A Liar Or A Lunatic? 
‘At the time, the story struck the people as a simple one. A woman had lied about a demon, and 


there was nothing more to it than a simple case of fraud. 
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dangerously mentally ill. 
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govemorship. However, it has been noted by scholars that the records are composed with 
strange irregularity in style and structure, as if written by numerous persons rather than just one. 


Such irregularities have prompted so. estion the authenticity of these documents 


Saint Veronica holding the мей depicting the face of Jesus, by Hans Memiing. ( public domain ) 


Some curiosity has also arisen due to the use of the name Veronica. Translated from Latin. th 
terms "vera", meaning "clear or true." апа "Icona," (or tne Greek "Elkon"), meaning "mage, 
together form the name "Veronica," or "True Image." Yet the name Veronica has been attributed 
both to the woman who wiped Christ's face and additionally in early Christian history to the 
gospel story of the woman's touching/healing by Jesus' robes (also called ‘Bernice’ or 'Berenit 
meaning ‘bearing victory, n Greek versions), as if ey аге ne same person. 


i occasion of the use of the name; in Chapter VII of the 
in the Latin) crying cut from 
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St. Veronika, painted by Mattia Preti. ( public domain ) 


In 680 A.D., however, the connection is clearly made for the first time in the writing of The 
Avenging of the Savior, also called The Cure ofthe Emperor Tiberius, where Veronica is 
mentioned boih as the bleeding woman healed by Jesus' robes апа the опе who later wiped his 
face. This connection, as well assertions of the veil's healing of the Emperor Tiberius of leprosy 
(апа many others also present with him who were suffering from various disorders and 
maladies). was established in several passages within this work 


Frosty and the Veil 

The most recent discussion of the replica in Tennessee came to be after the theft of the item 
from a mobile home belonging to a man known only as "Frosty". The thief, named Kelly 
Ghormley, was said to have stolen the piece from 73-year-old Frosty's home, later taking it to the 
nearby St. Joseph the Worker Church in an endeavor to sell itto them. The church поште the 
authorities after assessing the authenticity of the cloth, subsequently interviewing Frosty пітве, 
who claimed the item had been in his home cupboard for seventeen years and he had no idea 
how it originally came to be there. The painting, considered by the church to be one of a rare few 
made based on the original veil, was said to be blessed by Pope Leo ХШ. 


The Intriguing Characteristics of the Manoppello Veil 
There are several remarkable traits attributed to the piece the Pope examined in Manoppello, a 


piece believed by many to be Me relic stolen from the Vatican Basilica п 1608. The Image on 
the veil shows up identically on both sides of the cloth itself, which is stated as a characteristic 
impossible to have been created using any of the ancient means of the time. According to а 
\Vatanicanist for Germany's Die Welt named Paul Badde. the fabric's image was not painted. as 
the fabric itself is of a very rare fiber called ‘byssus’, upon which no опе can possibly 

paint. Badde insists the piece is authentic and is, in fact, the original Veronica's Vei, and thus - 
the actual face of Christ. 
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‘The University of Bar's Professor Donato Vittore examined the piece using ultraviolet light and 
found the image to have flecks of reddish brown substance which definitely is not paint, and in 
fact was created using an unidentified substance - which some speculate may have been the 
blood drops caused by Christ's wearing of the crown of thorns. Others have compared the 
piece to the renowned Shroud of Turin, considered by millions to be the authentic burial cloth 
used to wrap Christ's body, and found similarties in face shape, hair length and other identifying 
features of the beard and forehead 
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The Lloyds Bank Coprolite: The 
Importance of One Huge Viking Poop 


y of York in England has a lot to be proud of. The city, in one form or another has 
been nestled between the Ouse and Foss rivers for over 2,000 years. It has a rich history d 
ck to Roman times and has been home to many impressive archaeological digs the 
with artifacts a plenty being found. Perhaps one of the most bizarre, but also actually the 
g poop fossil, which is also known as the Lloyds Bank 
est piece of fossilized human poop known to man. Believe it or not, the York 
Viking poop fossil has told us more about York than almost any other artifact found there! 


York's Viking Poop Fossil: Discovery and Size 
York's Viking poop fossil or coprolite is literally that, nothing r 
poop. The so-called Lloyds Bank co e was discovered back in 1972, with the planned 


opening of a new branch on Pavement Street 


As work begun on the new bank branch's foundations, the workmen began to find all kinds of 
Viking artifacts. Work had to grind to a halt as a team of archaeologists was brought into sift 


through the muck 


Measuring 20 centimeters (8 inches) long and 5 ters (2 inches) w 
coprolite is believed to be the largest example of fossilized human poop ( 


t's also thought to date to the 9th Century AD, making it a remarkably long-lived piece o 


n the famous and super imp 


The Big Deal About a Big Chunk Of Old Viking Poop 
Besides the fact that scatological humor is always funny, the Lloyds Bank Coprolite is genuinely 


fascinating 


York sits on a layer of ancient trash that is roughly ) deep. This layer of trash is 


predominantly made up of biological matter like leather, wood, bone, various types of cloth, and 


tons of, ahem, human 


fairly quickly, leaving a mulch that is largely 
York's soil is erlogge с x This 
'arkably intact 


io-matter is thought to be made up of human 


and animal waste 


So, What Makes the Lloyds Bank Coprolite So Special? 

The York Viking poop fossil is a solid individual piece. Poop is normally found as one large mas 
for example at the bottom of communal 5 p piles аге not so useful to 
eoscatolo poop historians) becau: 


e group of poopers as a whole 


h the Lloyds Bank poop, however, paleoscatoloigists can 


who pooped it, what they were eating, and more 


For a start we know it's Viking poop dating back to around the 9 г 
can glean a significant amount of information about the day-to-day life of your 
living in York at that tim 


We know their diet wasn't the most nutritious. From an analysis of the Lloyds Bank coprolite 


know our Viking lived mainly on t and grains with very little in the way of fr 


This isn't necessarily true of yone living there at the time, as la numbers of 


ght (half a pound or 227 grams) we can deduct that 
Combine this with the poop's lack 


standard for Viking poop, but it confirms what v 


They were filthy and it's no surprise that g 


these eg 


A diorama of daily Viking life at the Jorvik Viking Center in York 


Where is the Lloyds Bank Poop Now? 
If you're interested in getting up c e and personal with some Viking poop, you need to check 


out the Jorvik Viking Centre in York 


4 Viking Poo is One of the York's Biggest... e 


Channel 4 является британской 
общественной вещательной... 


llage you can take a tour of. You can 
g poop smelt like 


oop was chemically broken down and a fecal odorgram was created. The 


t the Lloyds Bank Coprolite smelled like when it was fresh out of the oven, so to 


t the recreated Viking latrine museum, you can smell it for yourself. 


Brown Gold: The Value of Good Coprolite 
Of course, the Lloyds Bank Coprolite is price 


historians invaluable in on day-to-day Viking life. 


It is also vanishingly rare, and it is unlikely that we'll ever find a better specimen ¢ 


human poop 


On the other hand, this is the real world, so of course, it has been given a nickel and dime 


valuation 


Over 30 years ago Dr. Andrew Jones had the coprolite appraised for insurance purposes. It was 


valued at just 39,000 dollars 


nsulting, really. This is the m 


ay it's as irreplaceable as the Crown je 


end of the day, the York Viking poop fossil's material worth isn't really important. The 
rvik Viking Centre is never going to sell it. And if it is ever lost, no amount of money could 


à thousand-year-old poop. 


Instead, its real worth is in the fascinating insights it has given us into Viking life in York, England 


900 years ago 


| like to think somewhere up in Valhalla a Viking is feeling immer roud of his (or her) 


gigantic poop and the fact that 900 years later people are still checking it out 


rid famous York 


By Robbie Mitchell 
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The Mysterious Connection Between 
Pa ve feet Fy Geophysics, Architecture and 


Biomedicine PARTHENON WESTE 


PEDIMENT 


From the ancient past to the modern times, man has been experimenting with various 
architectural approaches, according to the era, the specific functions and his own level of 


consciousness 


How у t loca pecific properties and with the use of 
particular material? Why did the ancient people and later mystics and masons spend so much 
time, energy and resources to build these structures? Was it merely for divine worship or were 


there other functions more complex in nature? 


In order to begin decoding the answers, let us analyze th 

W | approve receiving emails 
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Geometry of building and material properties Please verify your request 
Relationship to celestial bodies and astronomical events 
Earth location and ground properties 
The placement of these monuments has been proven by many studies not to be random, but 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 
Я не робот 


extremely researched and located with precision. As far my research has shown, and also 
backed up by many others before me, monuments where always placed on what v al 
geophysical anomalies — places where the following take place: an intense change in the 

a conductivity discontinuity of the 


ground materi of fault and/or underground water. The aforementioned 


parameters morph these areas in tress Zones. 


MOST READ TODAY 


ANCIENT EGYPT 


SUGGESTED BOOK 


electric currents, which are measurable. The concentration of natural geomagnet 
fluctuations is the most basic characteristic of ancient monuments and temples 


indeed located on power locations, a statement which is not just a 


theoretical belief, but n a scientific revelation 
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Figure: Ultrasound measurements in Rollright Stones, UK (Robins, 1985) 


Tesla writes “the earth is found to be alive with electrical vibrations". The Radcliffe tow 
created, was an energy generator that would not function if it did not “grip the earth 


wrote 


PARTNERS 


i, writes in the Handprint of Atlas: "The entire topography and geomorphology of land 
are results of standing waves in the earth. The artificial monuments are built around 
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Geometry of building and material properties 

Dr. Konstantin Meyl, with a background in electrical engineering and field physics explains, in his 
book Scalar wa that earth radiation was the power supply for the temple. In order for the 
building to transmit this energy. it had to be built as a resonant cavity. In order to make it as 
efficient as possible, specific proportions and shapes- known as sacred geometry was 


incorporated 


Many historical monuments incorporate sacred geometry 


Brian Desborough writes, in They Cast No Shadows : “sacred geometry was incorporated into 
the design of buildings that enabled them to function as resonant cavities. The incorporation of 


these geomet nt temples to function as *coupled harmonic oscillators 


Architect Dr. Ibrahim Karim proved with his work on Biogeometry the effect of shape and form on 
various issues. A significant case study was alleviating negative symptoms on residents' hea 
from a mobile antenna placed inside an old church in Hemberg, Switzerland, by the use of 


specific geometries. As old churches were also placed in energy spots, and architecture of the 


building was designed to amplify that energy through its geometry and materials, it also amplified 
the energy emission of the antenna 


The shape and geometry of the molecul ves their properties. By joining the same types of 
atoms in different geometrical configurations we get different molecules- which shows the effect 


of geometry on energy and matter. 


The focus of shape and material was to concentrate further the naturally occurring earth energy 
fluctuations 


The material could multiply further and conduct them; materials high in crystals (Silica), which is 


piezoelectric, was used in the structures for that reason 


Relationship to celestial bodies and astronomical events 


The telluric electric currents are intensified at specific times and dates, due to the effect of 


elestial bodies such as the sun 


The geomagnetic field fluctuates according to the daily solar movement and solar winds. It also 


varies according to the lunar day and yearly solar orientation 


Computer simulation of the Earth's fiel 


1) 


Openings, geor and orientations of ancient monuments were found also to be aligned with 


solar location at specific times and dates, and astronomical points or events 


The reason is that certain planetary patterns create fields when certain ty 


geometries where actually a way of intensifying the energy concentration of a 
n a geophysical anomaly, as described above. 


tion 


Results vary over time, in accordance with the position of celestial bodies in relationship to the 
earth, and to the position on the earth and the season in which an experiment was performed 


Effect on people, animals and plants 
t has been shown that lo 

herapies, low radiation treatments, hot-cold exposure, are all based on 
this principle can increase the number of mitochondria per cell 


reas long term stress of the s urce can be extremely damaging and induce chronic 


The work of Dr. Dieter A proved th: geo-physical anomalies on people, througt 
the use of an el found that t 


oscillation polarity to invert 


n a research experiment done on more than 
scientists including found significant results on people exposed on a geophysical anomaly 
There were signification changes in serotonin, zinc and calcium levels, and also in 


immunoglobulins, such as IgA. 


The earth field's fluctuations create electric fields not only in the earth, but in any material that 


can conduc ctricity. Especially our brain is great electrical conductor, so these fluctuations 


can create electric fields in our brain, which can have intensely mental effects 


Dr. Persinger studied the effect of geomagnetic fluctuations on human biology, and no 
an 


significant change in brain activity, sleep and mood disturbances and other health effects 


Dr. Debertolis, in the archaeoacoustics field, found that there are specific frequencies that can be 
de ted in ancient monuments (around mostly 90-120 Hz). His work with EEG on people while 
these temples showed that there was intense activity in the frontal or occipital lobe. Also the work 
of Dr. Cook had the same findings regarding the frequencies found in ancient temples and their 
effect on the human brain 


The hypogeum in Malta is an ancient monument that produces specific sound frequencies ( 
1) 


Dr. Hacker also indicates that longitudinal scalar waves are the cause of symptoms on biology in 
different locations. In some f his experiments he made measurements showing the effect of 
geophysical anomalies and rise of A-amylase, a signal of stress 


Dr. Barbara Tombarkiewicz in her own research proved the effect of geomagnetic anomalies on 
cow's health. When they were moved the anomaly location they developed health problems 
above a normally expected ratio, and also showed lower levels zinc, copper and iron 


A secondary effect of telluric currents is that they attract airborne electrically charged particles of 
the opposite charge these can have a significant effect on biology. The effects of breathing air 
ions have been shown in details in studies by A. P. Krueger. 


Conclusion 
We could say that a temple is the sum/ fusion of earthly and heavenly energies - not just a 


spiritual theory, but a proven one scientifically- that could affect biology, plants and animals in 
various ways 


Lydia Giannoulopoulou is planning research to investigate the effect of geophysical anomalies 
on health and their relation to buildings, as well as the reason for situating ancient temples in 
locations with particular geophysical properties. To support research, please visit he 


gn page 


Top image: The Hypogeum in Malta, which is known to create specific sound frequencies, which 
have an effect on the human body ( he 


By 


> References 


CEES CAE CEES COED 


LYDIA GIANNOULOPOULOU 


Lydia Giannoulopoulou is an Architect Engineer specialized in 
sustainable bioclimatic design and low carbon technologies, with a 
keen interest in holistic design of spaces that promote the health and 
well-being of their users. 


She obtained her diploma in Architectural Engineering 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


Ley Hunters: Were Bronze Age The Ancient Trackways of 
Britons Really Following Ley Britain's Ley-Lines Steered 
Lines? Bronze Age Tin Miners 

Google Earth is an amazingly useful tool for The Great St Michael and St Mary Alignment 
investigators to explore the sacred landscapes (or ‘corridor of incidence’) is probably the most 
of prehistoric Britain. For sure, its accuracy famous ley-line in Britain, if not the world 
cannot be denied. Indeed, one can even Running for 350-miles across the country in a 
survey and measure north-east to 


Harnessing Energy Lines and 
Geocosmos in Ancient and 


Modern Quito 
During the period 2002-2003, Marko 


Pogatnik, UNESCO Artist for Peace, oversaw 
the installation of eleven small monoliths and 
one bronze plaque in the city of Quito 
Ecuador. The monuments run along a 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL ic @ Smithsonian H the 


THESs2QESTIMES „The " (3 
б New York The Washington Post cea 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Greek Mythology 


k mythology goes, the 
as once a big soup of 
nothingn Then, two things 
happened: either Chaos o 


created the universe as we know it, or 


Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to the 
first beings 


Trove of Ancient Artifacts 
Discovered in Paestum 

' Include Dolphin Statuette of 
Eros 


Theia—Greek Goddess of 
* Light, the Sun, the Moon, and 
Wisdom 


Greece’s East Attica In 
Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 


Mother and Child Reunion Of 
Thetis And Achilles 


Seductive Sirens of Greek 
Mythology and How Heroes 


DER SPIEGEL Times 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


The Life and Times of Mansa 
Musa: The Richest Man in 
History 


Mansa Musa, the ruler of the Mali 
Empire in the 14th century, is believed 
to be the wealthiest person in history 
with a net worth of $400 billion in 
today's dollars 


Debunking the Aryan Race 
» “Myth” and Separating Fact 
from Fiction 


_ Rise of an Empire: Sargon of 
Akkad’s Epic Story (Video) 


The Gladiator Emperor: 
· Commodus and the Bloodlust 
of Ancient Rome (Video) 


The Pirate King: Henry Every 
and His Ruthless Crew (Video) 


Alexander's Legacy: The 
» Hellenistic Period and the 
Dawn of a New Era 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


UFO Author Will Lead 
Exploration of Rendlesham 
Forest Encounters Site 


One of the most celebrated and 
debated UFO incidents of all time took 
place in Rendlesham Forest near 
Suffolk, England just after Christm 

in 1980 


Debunking the Aryan Race 
*Myth" and Separating Fact 
from Fiction 


Mysterious Lake Monster 
Causes Underwater Eruption 
(Video) 


Starseeds: Psychologists On 
Why Some People Think 
They're Aliens Living On Earth 


The Haunted Plague Island of 
Poveglia: A Dark and Twisted 


Daily mail 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Shadows and Conquest: The 
Mongols vs The Order of 
Assassins (Video) 


Hidden away in the rugged peaks of 
sia and Syria, the Order of 
ins maintained its power by 
operating in the shadows, striking only 
when the time 


Evil May Day: London's 16th 
* Century Riots Against 
Foreigners 


Hidden Horrors: 10 of 
History's Most Shocking Mass 
Graves 


Apocalypse 536 AD: The 

Catastrophic Event That 
` Plunged the World into 

Darkness (Video) 


The Rise and Fall of Central 
· Africa's Mighty Kingdom of 
Kongo 


Alexander's Legacy: The 


Resisted Them 


TOP NEW STORIES 


Shadows and Conquest: The Mongols vs 
The Order of Assassins (Video) 


Hidden away in the rugged peaks of Persia and 
Syria, the Order of Assassins maintained its power 


by operating in the shadows, striking only when the 


time was right 


New Evidence Sheds Light on Ancient 
Mayan Calendar 


Raid, Pillage, and Party: Inside the World 


' of Viking Celebrations (Video) 


The Gladiatrix: Unleashing the Power of 
* Women in Ancient Rome's Bloodiest 
Arena (Video) 


. Neutron Tomography Reveals Real 
Contents of Egyptian Animal Coffins 


. Surtr: Norse Mythology's Giant God of 
Fire and Apocalypse 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


Cernunnos - The Enigmatic Antlered God 
of the Ancient Celts 


The Celts can rightfully be placed am 

world's most important ancient cultures and 
civilizations. Their far-reaching ancient origins are 
the irreplaceable part of every 

and 


. Surtr: Norse Mythology's Giant God of 
Fire and Apocalypse 


. Debunking the Aryan Race "Myth" and 
Separating Fact from Fiction 


The Real Story of Medusa: Protective 
Powers from a Snake-Haired Gorgon 


Adventist Adventurer Claimed to Have 
* Found Ark of the Covenant Beneath 
Crucifixion Site 


Tracing the origins of the Serpent Cult 


OUR MISSION 


s ancient 


n plane rth, and question w 


Past 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


Surtr: Norse Mythology's Giant God of 
Fire and Apocalypse 


Giants, demigods, dwarves and elves - all these 
creatures made the Old Norse myth colorful 
and captivating 


· Asherah: God's Forgotten Wife 


_ Human Origins According to Ancient 
Greek Mythology 


Easter Rebirth: How Rabbits and Eggs 
Came to Symbolize New Life (Video) 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: 
Ancient Origins of the Often Used Legend 
- Part 


The Cat Came Back: A More Than 
' Mythical History – Part I 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


TAC Арс EAD 
New Evidence Sheds Light on Ancient 
Mayan Calendar 


For years, scholars have been puzzled by the 
day count of the Mayan 
calendar in ancient glyphic texts 


meaning of the 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 
Compelling Argument for Lost High 
Technology in Ancient Egypt 


. The Macuahuitl: An Aztec Warrior's Lethal 
and Sacred Weapon (Video) 


_ Unleashing the Fury of the Khopesh: A 
Look at Egypt's Deadliest Weapon (Video) 


. ADay in the Life of an Ancient Egyptian 
Doctor (Video) 


Medical Mystery of Usermontu: Why the 
* Discovery of 2,600-Year-Old Knee Screw 
Left Experts Dumbfounded 


ed writing 


nmunity is d 


Ancient Origins © 2013 - 2023 


* Hellenistic Period and the 
Dawn of a New Era 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Pompeii Unveiled: Discovering the City's 
Most Amazing Secrets (Video) 


Pompeii is one 
archaeolog 


eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD, the city lay 
hidden for centuries until its rediscovery in the 


Who Destroyed the Great Library of 
Alexandria? 


Tomb of the Lord of Sipan, Mochican 


' Warrior Priest 


Sinister Secret of the Shang Dynasty: Its 


' Penchant for Human Sacrifice 
. The Great Death Pit of Ur: Mass Human 


Sacrifice in Ancient Mesopotamia 
The Life and Times of Mansa Musa: The 


' Richest Man in History 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend - Part | 


What is the origin of the legend of the Christed Son 
who was born of a virgin on December 25th? | am 
sure you are familiar with his legend which state: 
that he was born in a manger surrounded by 
shepherds 


Library in Stone: The Ica Stones of 
Professor Cabrera - Part | 


Two Sides to Every Story: The North 
American Martyrs Shrines and 
Indigenous/ Roman Catholic Relations 


The Origins of the Faeries: Encoded in 
our Cultures – Part | 


Curse of the Buried Pearl: The Hunt for 


` Ancient Treasures – Part | 
. The Enigma of the Shugborough 


Inscription 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 
a тти о. x 


Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - Submissions - We Give Back - Contact us 


A project of Stella Novus 


MAGAZINE 


ABOUT LOGIN REGISTER LINKS MEDIA EVENTS FORUMS CONTACT MEMBERSHIP 


FREE EBOOK $ 


000 


RECONSTRUCTING THE STORY OF HUMANITY'S PAST 


General History & Archaeology 


Home / News 


WANT MORE 
ANCIENT ORIGINS? 
SIGN UP FOR PREMIUM 


ACTIVE FORUM TOPICS 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


MYSTERIOU: 


MEGA 


PARTNERS 


In-depth articles 
on alternative 
health, future science, 
conspiracies 
A the unexplained. 


Us 
MAGAZIN 


YER TRADITION 
Pi 


ZYi9 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


Fo: 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Science & Space Evolution & Human Origins Mysterious Phenomena 


The Mystery of the Guanches and the 
Pyramids of Tenerife 


Tenerife in the Canary Islands is well-known as a holiday destination, but many tourists visit the 
island unaware that there are pyramids there and an ongoing mystery. Who built the pyramids 
when were they constructed, and why? There are three theories and an ongoing debate 


Pyramids of Giiimar 

Güímar is a town in the south of Tenerife and it is the location where six of the pyramids are 
be found. They are safely housed today in the E which was set up by the 
with the financial backing of shipping magnate Fred Olsen 
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Thor Heyerdahl ( 
Heyerdahl first heard about the pyramids in 1990 when he read an article by Francisco Padrón in 
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for himself, and w 
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so impressed that he 
remainder of his life 


The Norwegian adventurer thought the constructions were similar to other stepped-pyramids he 
had seen on his past travels. He theorized that they had been built at a time when people were 
traversing the oceans and that a link existed between the pyramid building cultures of Egypt and 


Tenerife before the Spanish Conquest, might have been responsible for building the pyramids 


The Academic explanation 
Academics, however, did not agree and put forward the alternative theory that the pyramids are 


no more than piles of volcanic rocks that farmers had made when clearing their land. It is also 
proposed that the pyramids were made in the 19th cent 
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y because pottery said to be dating 
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Summer Solstice Alignments 

Heyerdahl, and those who believe the Guanches made the pyramids, have argued that the 
constructions are painstakingly designed witt d levels and possible alignments made for 
ceremonial purposes, such as those that could have been carried out at the Summer Solstice. In 
1991, Juan Antonio Belmonte Avilés, Antonio Aparicio Juan, and César Esteban López, who 


were researchers from the Canary Institute of Astrophysics, demonstrated that the long sides of 
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be facing the rising sun 


Did Freemasons make the pyramids? 

n 2005, a book by Antonio Aparicio Juan and César Esteban López with the title The Pyramids 

yf Güimar: Myth and Reality was published. In it the authors put forward the theory that 
masons built the pyramids, suggesting that the solstices and pyramids are important in 
masonry, and that the former owner of the land the Güímar pyramids are on was a 

Freemason himself. 
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The Guanches were a mystery because it had never been established how these white-skinned 
and fair-haired peopl 
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Atlanteans who had survived when Atlantis went under the ocean because they were on the 
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But could they have made the pyramids? The Guanches had knowledge of geometric 
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Other Pyramids of Tenerife 

There are many more pyramids in Tenerife on the other side of the island that do not attract the 
publicity that those in Guimar receive. The village of Santa Barbara, near Icod de los Vinos, has 
several pyramids with a large one situated in the middle of a farmer's land 


Main pyramid in Santa Barbara (Photo: Steve Andrews) 


Another notable construction is to be found in a banana plantation in the road known as Camino 
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It is known that other pyramids once existed but were destroyed by building and development 
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Lands 


cx L ANDS 


Bi 


SAVAGES м 


RAPHAE 


FOREI 
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is beneath this structure may be as interesting as, if not more than, what can be seen abov 


ground 


ul. Credit. ockPhoto 


There are arguments for the existence of an extens idden area under the Hagia Sophia. For 
instance, it is well known that crypts were a common feature of the church archit 

early Christian period. The Christian practice of burying the dead in crypts beneath churches was 
quite distinct from the pagan practice of burying the dead outside the walls of the city. Two of the 
most important churches in the Christian world during the 6 th century A.D., i.e. Old St. Peter's in 
Rome and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, also had an underground area 
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to the Greek goddess Aphrodite 
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the water under Hagia Sophia 


go down, and the pump's motor burned out, thus bringing the undertaking to an end 


S to be removed for research purposes water level did not 
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In 2005, a survey of the wells in and around Hagia Sophia was carried out with the long-term aim 
of understanding the function of the underground tunnels and water system used for the building 
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The survey of 2005 and the documentary of 2009 are perhaps the first steps towards a greater 
understanding of the subterranean area of Hagia Sophia. It is certain that much more exploration 


and research would be needed before the secrets beneath the Hagia Sophia are yielded 


Featured image: Part of the Basilica Cistern, near the Hagia Sophia. Photo source: Wikimedia 
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modern day southern Peru and existed for over a century 
Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina and was the largest empire in pre-Columbia 
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It extended across parts of Colombia 


America. The Inca were skilled engineers and craftsmen who built a network of roads linking the 


distant provinces of the empire together, as well as sophisticated water collection systems for 
harvesting rainwater, groundwater, and natural springs. Nowhere is this technology more 
beautifully preserved than at the ancient site of Tipón 
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According to legend, the origins of Tipón can be traced to one of the royal gardens that 
Viracocha, the supreme God of the Incas, ordered to be built. Since the language of the Incas 
was not a written one, it is impossible to know the exact meaning of the word. However, some 
believe the origin may come from the Quechua word Timpuj which means "to be boiling", and 
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Tipón is located 25 km from Cusco in a ravine high above the Cusco Valley, ranging in elevation 


from 10,700 to 13,000 feet. The highest point, Cruzmoqo, once served as a military observance 


post and place of religious significance, and mysterious ancient petroglyphs from 2000 BC still 
decorate the volcanic rock there. While the Inca constructed the sophisticated settlement in 
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Tipón in around 1400 AD, the site's prehistoric importance is well established and can be traced 


back to between 6,000 and 4000 B.C 


The many-leveled terraces of the Tipón Incan agricultural site. ( W 


The site of Tipón is made up of thirteen terraces flanked by polished stonewalls, enormous 
agricultural terraces, canals, and decorative waterfalls 
well-built canals which channeled and distributed water throughout the settlement. There are 


Every archaeological complex features 


various baths and irrigation channels that still function today, providing the archaeological site 
with an endless stream of running water. The outer wall at Tipón, measures 15 to 20 feet high 
and nearly four miles long ,encircling the entire community. This wall also provides evidence th 
a large labor force was once used, representing a major construction achievement in and of 
itself. However, evidence points to it being built by an earlier people who pre-dated the Incas 


Today, many of the water channels at Tipón are still functional ( 
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During the earlier period of the Incas, palaces, temples and fortresses were built. They designed 


buildings, waterworks, and large structures to be visually and functionally in touch with the 
natural environment around them. In planning a place that would integrate water, soil 

agriculture, and topography together, the Inca created a w 
examples of their advanced hydraulic engineering constructions is at the Tipón Inca Palace. It 
has been built in the imperial Inca style and has trapezoidal doors which are serviced by finely 


garden at Tipón. One of the best 


cut stone fountains similar to those found at Machu Picchu. These large structures were created 


from massive tight fitting stones 


An old Inca house at Tipón ( 


The lower sector of the Tipón ruins is comprised of a series of agricultural terraces, watered by 
stone-lined channels, all of which are preserved today. At the back of the lower ruins, water 
flows from a stone-faced “mouth” around a spring which is probably an aqueduct diverted 
underground from above. The entire complex is designed around this spring and reached by a 
path from the last terrace. Another sector of the ruins contains a reservoir and temple block 
centered on a large, exploded volcanic rock which is thought to be some kind of huaca (temple) 
or burial place. Offthe back of the reservoir, a large stone aqueduct crosses a small crevasse 
before continuing uphill to an area of unexcavated terraces and dwellings. Beyond these, exist 
another level of the upper valley covered in Inca terracing, dwellings and stone storehouses 
Similar in size to the lower ruins, they are used by locals today who have built their own houses 
among the ruins. 


Water channel at Tipón ( M 


Tipón was a settlement which was not built overnight but whose technology and culture was 


drawn from much earlier Andean civilizations and can be traced back many millennia 
people once lived within the confines of the Inca empire and of these, a few settled at Tipón 
during the reign of the Inca. With the arrival of the Spanish and the collapse of the empire, Tipó 
was not entirely abandoned and was used by the Quechua Indians, the direct descendants of 
the Inca. Today, it lies in the heart of what is known as the Sacred Valley. This area was 
considered sacred in Inca Times because of the astronomical relation with the Milky Way which 
at certain times of the year, arcs high above the picturesque valley 


Featured image: Ancient water spouts at Tipón, Peru ( V 
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Figure: Ultrasound measurements in Rollright Stones, UK (Robins, 1985) 
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created, was an energy generator that would not function if it did not "grip the earth", as he 


wrote. 
Were ancient temples transmitters of longitudinal standing electric waves? 


Sesh Heri, writes in the Handprint of Atlas: "The entire topography and geomorphology of land 
features are results of standing waves in the earth. The artificial monuments are built around 


significant naturally occurring geomorphologies" 


Figure: Geomagnetic field intensity on the location of Balanced Rock (Burke, 2005) 
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Figure: Geomagnetic field intensity in Stonehenge (David, 1997) 


Figure: Thermal survey in Visoko Pyramids, Bosnia (Smailbegovic, 2006) 


Also, the induced currents can be conducted according to the grounds' material properties. Their 
strength will depend on the ground's conductivity; ground with higher mineral contact will usually 
have stronger currents. 


Geometry of building and material properties 
Dr. Konstantin Meyl, with a background in electrical engineering and field physics explains, in his 


book Scalar waves, that earth radiation was the power supply for the temple. In order for the 
building to transmit this energy, it had to be built as a resonant cavity. In order to make it as 
efficient as possible, specific proportions and shapes- known as sacred geometry was 
incorporated. 


Many historical monuments incorporate sacred geometry, like this mosque in Iran ( utaot.com) 


Brian Desborough writes, in They Cast No Shadows : "sacred geometry was incorporated into 
the design of buildings that enabled them to function as resonant cavities. The incorporation of 
these geometries into ancient temples to function as “coupled harmonic oscillators.” 


Architect Dr. Ibrahim Karim proved with his work on Biogeometry the effect of shape and form on 
various issues. A significant case study was alleviating negative symptoms on residents' health 
from a mobile antenna placed inside an old church in Hemberg, Switzerland, by the use of 
specific geometries. As old churches were also placed in energy spots, and architecture of the 
building was designed to amplify that energy through its geometry and materials, it also amplified 
the energy emission of the antenna. 
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The shape and geometry of the molecules gives their properties. By joining the same types of 
atoms in different geometrical configurations we get different molecules- which shows the effect 
of geometry on energy and matter. 


The focus of shape and material was to concentrate further the naturally occurring earth energy 
fluctuations. 


The material could multiply further and conduct them; materials high in crystals (Silica), which is 
piezoelectric, was used in the structures for that reason. 


Relationship to celestial bodies and astronomical events 
The telluric electric currents are intensified at specific times and dates, due to the effect of 


celestial bodies such as the sun. 


The geomagnetic field fluctuates according to the daily solar movement and solar winds. It also 
varies according to the lunar day and yearly solar orientation. 


Computer simulation of the Earth's field in a period of normal polarity between reversals. (public 
domain ) 


Openings, geometry and orientations of ancient monuments were found also to be aligned with 
solar location at specific times and dates, and astronomical points or events. 


The reason is that certain planetary patterns create fields when certain types of events can take 


place. 


Specific celestial geometries where actually a way of intensifying the energy concentration of a 
structure, placed on a geophysical anomaly, as described above. 


Engineer J H Nelson, while working for the RCA, produced 5 year experiments, that proved radio 
signal quality varied with planetary positions, and that there was a clear correlation between 
planetary angles and field variations. 


Results vary over time, in accordance with the position of celestial bodies in relationship to the 
earth, and to the position on the earth and the season in which an experiment was performed. 


Effect on people, animals and plants 
It has been shown that low levels of stress in short exposure times can been extremely healing. 


Various electromagnetic therapies, low radiation treatments, hot-cold exposure, are all based on 
this principle. Short term low dose stress can increase the number of mitochondria per cell, 
whereas long term stress of the same source can be extremely damaging and induce chronic 
disease. The same principle has been used by John Burke and others after him, to pre-treat 
seeds with short term electromagnetic stress, and have as a result much stronger plants with 
higher yield. 


The work of Dr. Dieter Aschoff, proved the effect of geo-physical anomalies on people, through 
the use of an electromagnetic blood test. He found that these anomalies caused the bloods field 
oscillation polarity to invert. 


In a research experiment done on more than 800 people, called the Vienna report, group of 20 
scientists including found significant results on people exposed on a geophysical anomaly. 
There were signification changes in serotonin, zinc and calcium levels, and also in 
immunoglobulins, such as IgA. 


The earth field’s fluctuations create electric fields not only in the earth, but in any material that 
can conduct electricity. Especially our brain is great electrical conductor, so these fluctuations 
can create DC electric fields in our brain, which can have intensely mental effects. 


Dr. Persinger studied the effect of geomagnetic fluctuations on human biology, and noticed a 
significant change in brain activity, sleep and mood disturbances and other health effects. 


Dr. Debertolis, in the archaeoacoustics field, found that there are specific frequencies that can be 
detected in ancient monuments (around mostly 90-120 Hz). His work with EEG on people while I 
these temples showed that there was intense activity in the frontal or occipital lobe. Also the 
work of Dr. Cook had the same findings regarding the frequencies found in ancient temples and 
their effect on the human brain. 


The hypogeum in Malta is an ancient monument that produces specific sound frequencies ( 
malta.com) 


Dr. Hacker also indicates that longitudinal scalar waves are the cause of symptoms on biology in 
different locations. In some f his experiments he made measurements showing the effect of 
geophysical anomalies and rise of A-amylase, a signal of stress. 


Dr. Barbara Tombarkiewicz in her own research proved the effect of geomagnetic anomalies on 
cow's health. When they were moved the anomaly location they developed health problems 
above a normally expected ratio, and also showed lower levels zinc, copper and iron. 


A secondary effect of telluric currents is that they attract airborne electrically charged particles of 
the opposite charge these can have a significant effect on biology. The effects of breathing air 
ions have been shown in details in studies by A. P. Krueger. 


Conclusion 
We could say that a temple is the sum/ fusion of earthly and heavenly energies - not just a 
spiritual theory, but a proven one scientifically- that could affect biology, plants and animals in 


various ways. 


Lydia Giannoulopoulou is planning research to investigate the effect of geophysical anomalies 
on health and their relation to buildings, as well as the reason for situating ancient temples in 
locations with particular geophysical properties. To support this research, please visit her 
campaign page. 


Top image: The Hypogeum in Malta, which is known to create specific sound frequencies, which 
have an effect on the human body ( heritagemalta.org) 
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The Monastery of Saint Catherine: A 
Controversial Agreement Across Faiths 


At the foot of Mount Sinai is Saint Catherine's Monastery, described as ‘the oldest Christian 
monastery still in use for its initial function'. It is officially known as the Holy Monastery of the 
God-trodden Mount Sinai. Originally, however, the monastery was called the Monastery of the 
Transfiguration. This monastery survives today based on an ancient and controversial 
agreement. 


Mount Sinai (also known as Mount Horeb) is a mountain in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula that is sacred 
to the three Abrahamic faiths due to its association with Moses. In the Old Testament, Moses is 
said to have received the Tablets of the Law on that mountain. In Islam, this mountain is known 
as Jebel Musa (meaning Moses’ Mountain’). 


The Monastery During Roman and Byzantine Rule 
The story of St. Catherine's Monastery is said to have begun with the annexation of the 


Nabataean Kingdom by the Romans during the early 2nd century AD. Under Roman rule, the 
region declined, and the Sinai region, which became a wilderness, attracted Christian monks 
who sought to live an ascetic life away from human society. During the first half of the 4th century 
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AD, the Empress Helena, the mother of Constantine, ordered the Chapel of the Burning Bush to 
be built on the site where Moses saw it's namesake. The chapel, which was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, is now considered the holiest part of the monastery. 
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Mary and the Child Icon (13th Century) Saint Catherine's Monastery, Sinai, Egypt ( Wikimedia 
Commons ) 


Due to the departure of the Romans in the second half of the 4th century AD, lawlessness 
descended on the region, and the monastic communities eventually sought the aid of the 
Byzantine emperor. During the 6th century AD, a fortified wall made of granite blocks was built 
around the chapel by the Byzantine emperor Justinian |. Apart from protecting the monks, the 
wall also served to secure the land route from Aqaba to Suez. 


In addition, the Church of the Transfiguration was commissioned by Justinian, and completed in 
560 AD, just before the emperor's death. As with the Empress Helena, Justinian chose to have 
this building dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 


o Sea-Farers from the Levant the first to set foot in the Americas: proto-Sinaitic 
inscriptions found along the coast of Uruguay 

o The Book of Jubilees: The Little Genesis 

о The Exodus - Intervention from the Gods 


The Monastery Dedication to Saint Catherine 
Although initially dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the monastery was later associated with St. 


Catherine of Alexandria, who was martyred in 307 AD. According to tradition, St. Catherine was 
ordered by the Roman emperor Maxentius to be severely beaten and tied to a rolling spiked 
wheel for her refusal to renounce Christianity. When she survived the ordeal, the emperor 
ordered her to be beheaded. Her body was said to have been miraculously transported by 
angels to Mount Sinai. 


During the 10th century AD, the head and hand of the saint were brought to the monastery for 
safe keeping and became venerated as relics. Other sources assert that the body of the saint 
was discovered by the monks, and was brought to the monastery. Thus, the monastery became 
known as St. Catherine's Monastery, and became a pilgrimage site. 


Ossuary, Saint Catherine's Monastery, Sinai, Egypt ( Wikimedia Commons ) 


In 2017, scientists found languages not used since the “Dark Ages" among ancient 
manuscripts held at the monastery. There is an international team of 23 world-renowned 
scholars 'constantly making new discoveries concerning ancient languages, texts and script 
styles' while exploring the documents in the monastery's library. The library was also re-opened 
to visitors in 2017 after three years of renovation work. 


There are thousands of manuscripts at St. Catherine's written in Arabic, Greek, Ethiopian, 
Coptic, Armenian, and Syriac languages. The list now includes Caucasian Albanian, which was 
only known from dispersed stone engravings until now, and Christian Palestinian Aramaic, which 
became defunct after the 12th century. There are also texts written in Latin that have not yet 


been fully identified but are ‘sometimes in very early scripts’. 
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The Muslim Agreement and Perseverance of Saint Catherine's 
Monastery 

During the 7th century AD, the new faith of Islam had emerged in the Arabian Peninsula. The 
Arab conquest eventually brought an end to Christianity in the Sinai Peninsula. In addition, by 
the early 9th century AD, the number of monks in the monastery is said to have been reduced to 
30. Nevertheless, the monastery persevered. 


According to tradition, the monks at St. Catherine's Monastery had requested the protection of 
the Prophet Muhammad himself. The Prophet, who is said to have regarded Christians as 
brothers in faith, accepted their request favorably. 

A controversial document, known as the Actiname (‘Holy Testament’) was signed by the Prophet 
himself in 623 AD. According to this document, the monks of St. Catherine's Monastery were 
granted exemption from taxes and military service. Additionally, Muslims were called upon to 
protect the monastery and provide the monks with every help. As a gesture of reciprocity, during 
the Fatimid period, the monks allowed the conversion of a crusader church within the monastery 
walls into a mosque. 
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The Patent of Mohammed Granted to the Holy Monastery of Sinai, Saint Catherine's Monastery, 
Sinai, Egypt ( Wikimedia Commons ) 


o The Exodus - Scientific Evidence 
o Egypt Remembers: Ancient accounts of the Great Exodus 
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Security Concerns Close the Monastery of Saint Catherine 

Despite the perseverance of the past, recent political instability in Egypt has had a terrible impact 
on the monastery. In 2013, the monastery was ordered to shut down due to the deteriorating 
security situation in the country. As the monastery is a popular tourist attraction, tourism has 
become the main source of income for surrounding communities. With the closure of the 
monastery, the livelihood of these communities has also been drastically affected. 
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Jinn: Tales of Wish Masters Throughout Time 
In translation, the term jinn can be interpreted as 
‘hidden from sight’ or ‘the hidden ones.’ In Arabic, 
the word jinn defines a collective number and it 
derives from the root jnn or gnn, which means. 
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Featured image: St. Catherine's Monastery, Sinai Peninsula, Egypt (Wikimedia Commons) 
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JOET WROTE ON 16 NOVEMBER, 2018 - 16:26 
This place was a well oiled tourist trap, the mountain associated with Moses is situated 
across the gulf in Saudi Arabia this has been documented and exposed. 


YHWH ALLAH WROTE ON 27 DECEMBER, 2016 - 14:42 
Moses the Egyptian killed 3,000 Jews there, 
Ten Commandments written Twice here: 


28.5097 N, 33.9553 E, Mount Katrina, Mount Catherine, 
сз. < Ja, Gabal Katrine; highest Mountain in Egypt. 


Deuteronomy 5:6-21 
Exodus 20:1-17 


Mishkan 1.2m below Heel Stone 
@ Stonehenge, United Kingdom 


WU 


Wu Mingren (‘Dhwty’) has a Bachelor of Arts in Ancient History and 
Archaeology. Although his primary interest is in the ancient civilizations 


of the Near East, he is also interested in other geographical regions, as 


well as other time periods.... Read More 
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undergraduate, on a tour of Europe, | 
happened to step into the church where Saint 
Valentine's head was kept. The tour guide told 
us a (likely fictitious)... 
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28 JANUARY, 2023 - 21:54 CECILIA BOGAARD 


The Virgin Mary Squirted Saint 
Bernard with Breast Milk 
Mythology is filled with an array of outlandish 


and far-fetched stories. Christianity is no 
exception. One of the most surprising, at least 
for me, is the story of the 12th century monk, 


Saint... 
READ MORE 
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26 DECEMBER, 2022- 22:03 ROBBIE MITCHELL 
Six Supremely Sadistic Deaths 
of Christian Martyrs 

Standing up for what you believe in isn't 
always easy. The early Christians are a prime 
example of this. They faced centuries of 
persecution at the hands of various Roman 
rulers. These early... 
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Lost Medieval Chapel Sheds 
Light on Royal Burials at 
Westminster Abbey 


New evidence, helping to form a 15th century 
reconstruction of part of Westminster Abbey, 
demonstrates how a section of the building 
was once the focus for the royal family's 
devotion to the cult of... 


READ MORE 
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17 DECEMBER, 2022 - 01:00 ROBBIE MITCHELL 
St. Francis of Assisi: The 
Transformation from Spoiled 
Rich Kid to Saint 


St. Francis, born Giovanni di Pietro 
Bernadore, was a mystic Italian Catholic friar. 
To this day, he is one of the most revered of 
all the saints and is remembered as the 
founder of the Franciscan... 


READ LATER READ MORE 
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Saint Nicholas Discovery! Has 
the Tomb of the Real Santa 
Been Found in Turkey? 

Santa Claus is a mythological character, loved 


by children and adults alike around the world. 
But the fictional Jolly Old Saint Nick was 
actually inspired by a real-life St. Nicholas, 
who resided not... 


READ MORE 
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Mada'in Saleh - Saudi Arabia's Abandoned 
Nabatean City 


Although archaeological remains may not be the 
first thing that spring to mind when most people 
think of Saudi Arabia, it has incredible historic sites. 
Mada'in Saleh, which was designated a World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO 
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Teotihuacán: The Ancient City Designed 
to Track Time (Video) 


The enigmatic people of Teotihuacán in Mexico 
inhabited a city that prioritized timekeeping. 
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OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend – Part | 


What is the origin of the legend of the Christed Son 
who was born of a virgin on December 25th? | am 
sure you are familiar with his legend which states 
that he was born in a manger surrounded by 
shepherds 
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OUR MISSION ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


At Ancient Origins, we believe that one of the most important fields of knowledge we can pursue as human beings is our beginnings. 
And while some people may seem content with the story as it stands, our view is that there exist countless mysteries, entific 


anomalies and surprising artifacts that have yet to be discovered and explained. 


The goal of Ancient Origins is to highlight recent archaeological discoveries, peer-reviewed academic research and evidence. well as 


offering alternative viewpoints and explanations of science, archaeology, mythology, religion and history around the globe. 
We're the only Pop Archaeology site combining scientific research with out-of-the-box perspectives 


By bringing together top experts and authors, this archaeology website explores lost civilizations, examines sacred writings, tours 
ancient places, investigates ancient discoveries and questions mysterious happenings. Our open community is dedicated to digging into 
the origins of our species on planet earth, and question wherever the discoveries might take us. We seek to retell the story of our 


beginnings. 
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GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Hero's Clever Trumpet Automaton: A 
2,000-Year-Old Doorbell 


Much of the technology we have today is inspired by some of the most fascinating ancient 
inventions in history. One of these inventions was Hero's trumpet automaton, which is 
considered to be one of the earliest forms of the doorbell. Hero, an ancient Greek engineer and 
mathematician from the 1st century AD, came up with a number of inventions in his lifetime, 
including the simple steam engine and the cuckoo clock. One of the most fascinating, however, 
was the trumpet automaton. 


The trumpet automaton was used to announce the arrival of someone to important buildings 
such as temples. But in an age where electricity was not yet used, how did this ancient doorbell 
even work? And why was it so important to the leaders of these important buildings? 


o More than fifty ancient Greek inventions brought to life through incredible 
reconstructions 
o Ancient Magic: The Illusions Created in Temples by Amazing Inventions 
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MOST READ TODAY 


* Long-Lost Appalachia Was Filled with 
Dinosaurs You've Never Heard Of 


* Viking-Era Boat Has Been Discovered Under 
an English Pub 


• Message from Outer Space? The Mysterious 
Indecipherable Script of the Inga Stone 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


In addition to Hero's trumpet automaton 'doorbell' and 'automatic' doors, prolific inventor Hero 
also created a simple steam engine ( Archivist / Adobe Stock) 


A Greeting and an Alarm 

During the 1st century AD, there was no similar invention that would alert those in a building to 
the arrival of a guest. This ancient trumpet device was primarily used at temples throughout 
Alexandria, so visitors to the temple could be greeted and monitored. While it was originally a 
way to keep track of visitors to the temple, it was eventually used as a deterrent for thieves and 
other criminals. Since opening the door to the temple would produce a loud trumpet sound, 
entering without detection for mischievous purposes was no longer possible. 


• The father of Egyptology suffered a tragic 
death after deciphering the Rosetta Stone 


• The Lupanare: Prostitution and Houses of 
Pleasure in Ancient Pompeii 


e 3,500-Year-Old Advanced Minoan 
Technology Was ‘Lost Art’ Not Seen Again Until 
1950s 


Although there is some record of these devices being used throughout Alexandria's temples, it is 
not entirely clear if this invention took off outside of the temples and Alexandria. The invention 
was listed in Hero's Pneumatica, a book describing his many inventions and ideas. While some 
of these inventions were implemented in real life, others were simply suggestions for future 
products that may or may not have ever been developed. So, it is unclear how successful or 
widespread the device actually was in the community. It is possible that if it were liked enough, it 
may have been used in other buildings, such as shops and restaurants. 


o Ancient Greek Science and Technology — From Antikythera to Pharos 
o The ancient invention of the steam engine by the Hero of Alexandria 


PARTNERS 


A model of Hero's trumpet automaton, on display at the Thessaloniki Technology Museum (Gts- 
tg/ CC BY SA 4.0) 


Interestingly, it seems that Hero's trumpet automaton was at one point combined with an 
additional invention of his. According to Hero's Pneumatica, he once designed a device that 
could open doors using similar engineering methods. The door would be attached to a 
contraption that functioned using heated air and water. However, it would require human 
intervention to light a fire to get the contraption to work properly. 


According to Hero's description, a fire would be used to heat the air inside a vessel. This warm 
air would then increase pressure in a vessel containing water, which would displace that water 
into a bucket. Once enough water was in the bucket to weigh it down, it would fall and pull a rope 
attached to a pole, which would then rotate and open the door. On the other side of the device 
was a counterweight that kept the doors closed. Once the fire was put out, the pressure would 
decrease in the vessels and the process would be reversed, closing the doors for the evening. 


Given the illustrations provided in his description, it is assumed that this device would have also 
been used in the local temples. The heated system would have simply held the doors open for 
visitors to come in and out with ease, while the trumpet system would have been used to 
announce the arrival of new guests. 


In addition to Hero's trumpet automaton, the Pneumatica also described an early automatic door 
system, which may have been combined with Hero's trumpet automaton doorbell device. ( 
Public Domain ) 


Old-School Engineering for Champions 
The engineering behind the trumpet automaton is truly fascinating. Since electricity was not yet 


in use, Hero had to use hydraulics and air compression to get his ancient doorbell to work. Hero 


described the structure of this device in his Pneumatica. 
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First, a rope was tied to the temple door. The other end of this rope was then tied to a wooden 
lever, so the lever was pulled when the door is opened. Attached to this lever was a round vessel 
with an open bottom and a trumpet bell and mouthpiece attached to it, which produced sound 
once the system was properly assembled. The opening on the bottom of the vessel was filled 
with air but also exposed to a few inches of water. 


When the door was closed, the vessel remained hovering over the water, as it was held up by 
the wooden lever. Once the door was opened, the lever pulled, lowering the vessel's bottom into 
the water. This then pushed the air in the vessel upwards and through the trumpet pieces, 
producing a loud trumpet sound. Once the door closed, the vessel was lifted back up by the lever 
in preparation for the next guest. 


AQuieter Modern Welcome 
Doorbells today are quite different from the trumpet automaton. Instead of using hydraulics, 


today's doorbells use electricity to produce a sound after pressing a button. Those without 
electric doorbells, such as small storefronts, may use a chime hanging from the door to make a 
sound when a customer enters. 
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Alleged Sighting of the Mythical ‘Manananggal’ 
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Police in the Philippines are working to ease the 
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Just as doorbells and chimes alert others to the arrival of a guest, the trumpet automaton 


functioned as the world's oldest 'doorbell.' Without this device, guests to the local temples could 
enter quietly and without attention. With the implementation of this device, the arrival of guests 
became more obvious, decreasing the chances of crime within the temples. While the invention 
originally started as a greeting device, it eventually became a great security device too. 


The next time you ring a doorbell, think of Hero's ingenious invention, and be grateful you don't 
have a trumpet blowing in your ear. 


Top image: Hero's trumpet automaton was a type of early doorbell, announcing the arrival of 
guests and dignitaries Source: Vibe Images / Adobe Stock 


By Lex Leigh 


Ancient Greece: Heron's Trumpet Signal . History of Physics. (September 18, 2020). 
Available at: http://www.history-of-physics.com/2017/08/ancient-greece-herons- 
trumpet-signal 14.html 
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PETE WAGNER WROTE ON 31 OCTOBER, 2022- 18:23 
Kinda reminds me of the guy who invented the Segway. BTW, it's also no longer in 
production. ..Who do | thank for that? 


Nobody gets paid to tell the truth. 
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Leonardo Da Vinci's Notes 
Show He Understood Gravity 
Long Before Newton 

As the prototypical Renaissance man, 
Leonardo da Vinci was an artist, scientist, 
inventor and all-around genius who left a 
legacy of discovery and innovation that is still 
admired to this day. But if... 
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8 Ancient Chinese Inventions 


the West Had Not Imagined 
According to the statistics provided by the 


World Economic Forum, nowadays China can 
boast its position as the world's second 
largest spender on scientific research and 
development, yielding only to... 
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The Handle NOT the Wheel Was 
Our Most Revolutionary 
Invention, Study 

A new study published in the Journal of the 
Royal Society Interface has claimed that early 
man's greatest invention was actually not the 
wheel but the tool handle! With an impact on 
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during China's Three Kingdoms Period. There 
are several versions of how he met his wife, 
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Leonardo da Vinci By Tara Maclsaac , Epoch Times Imagine 
Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci, known more you're in an ancient temple, dimly lit by rays of 
commonly as Leonardo da Vinci, is arguably sunlight peaking in. A worshipper lights a fire 
one of the most well-known figures of the on the altar, and steps back. A statue beside 


Italian Renaissance. Leonardo's primary claim ^ the altar begins... 


to fame is in the field... 
READ LATER | 10043 
READ LATER | Дө НА 


Ancient Origins has been quoted by: 


NATIONAL. Ө Smithsonian Bul theguardian CNN 


HISTORY 


fh 
Јох THE s®@2eTIMES New ork The Washington Post 


DER SPIEGEL Times Daily Mail 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Greek Mythology 


As Greek mythology goes, the 
universe was once a big soup of 
nothingness. Then, two things 
happened: either Chaos or Gaia 
created the universe as we know it, or 
Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to the 
first beings. 


Mother and Child Reunion Of 
' Thetis And Achilles 


Seductive Sirens of Greek 
» Mythology and How Heroes 
Resisted Them 


Celestial Goddess Selene: The 
» Ancient Greek Goddess of the 
Moon 


Pegasus of Greek Mythology: 
„ Majestic Winged Horse of 
Mount Olympus 


Dreams of Human-Powered 
» Flight: Daedalus and the Story 
of Icarus 


TOP NEW STORIES 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


Royal Mistress Jane Shore 
Walked Streets of London in 
her Underwear 


Elizabeth "Jane" Shore was a fiery 
and charismatic Englishwoman who 
made a name for herself as one of the 
many sultry mistresses of the 
handsome and powerful English king, 
Edward IV. 


Leonardo Da Vinci's Notes 


„ Show He Understood Gravity 


Long Before Newton 
Talks Begin on Repatriating 


- Remains of Patrick Sarsfield, 


Irish War Hero 


The Ramessid Dynasty: A 


* Golden Era in Ancient Egypt 


Researchers Decode Secret 


„ Encrypted Letters of Mary, 


Queen of Scots 
Walk (to Work) Like an 


· Egyptian: Nakhtpaaten, the 


First Commuter 


UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA 


Alleged Sighting of the 
Mythical ‘Manananggal’ in the 
Philippines Causes Public 
Anxiety 


Police in the Philippines are working 
to ease the fears of residents in a city 
where reports of a fearsome creature 
have been circulating. 


Are the Misty Peaks of the 


+ Azores Remnants of the 


Legendary Atlantis? 
The Chilling Mystery of the 


* Octavius Ghost Ship 


What is a Wendigo? The Beast 


- with an insatiable Hunger for 


Human Flesh 


The Awe-Inspiring Karnak 


+ Temple Complex and Vatican 


of Ancient Egypt 


The Mysterious Man from 


» Taured - Evidence for a 


Parallel Universe? 


HUMAN ORIGINS 


IMPORTANT EVENTS 


Royal Mistress Jane Shore 
Walked Streets of London in 
her Underwear 


Elizabeth "Jane" Shore was a fiery 
and charismatic Englishwoman who 
made a name for herself as one of the 
many sultry mistresses of the 
handsome and powerful English king, 
Edward IV. 


Top 8 Legendary Parties - 
· Iconic Celebrations in Ancient 
History 


The Spanish Inquisition: The 
‚ Truth Behind the Black 
Legend (Part II) 


The Spanish Inquisition: The 
» Truth behind the Dark Legend 
(Part 1) 


Bloodthirsty Buddhists: The 
· Sohei Warrior Monks of 
Feudal Japan 


Kayakoy: An Abandoned 
+ Ghost Town Opens For 
Tourismi 


ANCIENT PLACES 


Royal Mistress Jane Shore Walked Streets 
of London in her Underwear 


Elizabeth "Jane" Shore was a fiery and charismatic 
Englishwoman who made a name for herself as one 
of the many sultry mistresses of the handsome and 
powerful English king, Edward IV. 


Massive Penguins the Size of Gorillas 
Once Waddled Around New Zealand 


The Majestic Medinet Habu and the 
Mortuary Temple of Ramesses Ill 


Repton, The British Valhalla To The Great 
» Viking Heathen Army And Ivar The 
Boneless? 


Viking-Era Boat Has Been Discovered 
Under an English Pub 


Long-Lost Appalachia Was Filled with 
Dinosaurs You’ve Never Heard Of 


MYTHS & LEGENDS 


Alleged Sighting of the Mythical 
‘Manananggal’ in the Philippines Causes 
Public Anxiety 


Police in the Philippines are working to ease the 
fears of residents in a city where reports of a 


Asherah: God’s Forgotten Wife 


Those raised in the Judeo-Christian tradition may be 
surprised to learn that the god we were told was 
singularly sacred once had a wife. How do we 
know? Asherah figures prominently as the wife of El 


The Inexplicable Origins of the Ket 


` People of Siberia 


Results of Kenyan Dig Suggest Africa's 


' First Toolmakers Were Not Human 


What's the Truth Behind the All-Seeing 


' Eye of Providence? 


Evidence that Noah's Ark Landed on a 


* Mountain 17 Miles South of Ararat 


Thoth's Storm: New Evidence for Ancient 


' Egyptians in Ireland? 


ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 


Results of Kenyan Dig Suggest Africa's 
First Toolmakers Were Not Human 


A multi-year series of excavations at a site near 
Lake Victoria in Kenya unearthed a collection of 
Oldowan stone tools that are likely the oldest ever 


The Lupanare: Prostitution and Houses of 
Pleasure in Ancient Pompeii 


Mad emperors, fierce warriors, brutal entertainment, 
and lascivious lifestyles. These are the familiar 
images of ancient Rome, but what was it really like? 
Rumors abounded regarding Roman emperors. 


The Majestic Medinet Habu and the 
Mortuary Temple of Ramesses lll 


Why were the Knights Templar So 


' Interested in Harran? 


The Blue Lotus: A Narcotic Lily That 


* Mesmerized Ancient Egypt 


Stunning Homes of Maya Elite Revealed 


' at Mexico's Chichen Viejo 


Great Chain of The Golden Horn: 


' Constantinople's Impenetrable Barrier 


OPINION 


The Truth Behind the Christ Myth: Ancient 
Origins of the Often Used Legend – Part | 


What is the origin of the legend of the Christed Son 
who was born of a virgin on December 25th? | am 
sure you are familiar with his legend which states 


fearsome creature have been circulating. 


The Relic of Bir Hooker Proof of a Race of 


' Giants? - Part 1 


Exploring the True Origins of Snow White 
' and the Seven Dwarfs 


found on Earth, dating back to the Pliocene epoch 
(between 5.3 and 2.5 million years ago). 


Ancient Chinese Earthquake Detector 


* Invented 2,000 Years Ago Really Worked! 


The Evidence is Cut in Stone: A 


+ Compelling Argument for Lost High 


The Mysterious Man from Taured — Aerial pf o Ансап ЕДЫ 


' Evidence for a Parallel Universe? 


What is Shambhala? Understanding the 
' Mysterious Kingdom of Shambhala 


Wootz Damascus Steel: The Mysterious 
* Metal that Was Used in Deadly Blades 


150,000-Year-Old Pipes Baffle Scientists 
' in China: Out of Place in Time? 


Norimitsu Odachi: Who Could Have 
» Possibly Wielded This Enormous 15th 
Century Japanese Sword? 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its 
' Secrets of the Universe 


OUR MISSION 


At Ancient Origins, we believe that one of the most important fields of knowledge we can pursue as human beings is our beginnings. 
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anomalies and surprising artifacts that have yet to be discovered and explained. 
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The Great Pyramid Experiment: 
Measuring the Sonic Capabilities of the 
Dead-end Passage 


READ LATER PRINT 


The exact functions of the Great Pyramid's interior chambers remain a complete mystery. It 
has always been assumed that the monument's King's Chamber, Queen's Chamber, and the 
Subterranean Chamber were all designed with funerary considerations in mind, arguably the 
interment of its builder. This was the Fourth Dynasty pharaoh Khufu, who reigned circa 2609— 
2584 BC, at the height of Egypt's Old Kingdom period . 


This investigation looks at the following questions: Does the Great Pyramid incorporate sound 
technology and does its Dead-end passage function as an infrasound generator? 


Only the uppermost of the three rooms, the King's Chamber, contains a sarcophagus in which a 
cadaver might have been laid to rest. Even in this knowledge, there is no proof that this was the 
room’s primary usage. 


Very likely each room had its own unique function, although what this might have been remains 
unclear. Yet one persistent, recurring fact that cannot be unconnected with this enigma is 
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something pointed out by many visitors to the Great Pyramid , this being that all its chambers 
appear to possess striking acoustic properties. 


A perfect opportunity to better understand the acoustic qualities of the Great Pyramid's 
mysterious inner chambers recently presented itself. A party of 16 individuals visiting the 
monument were asked to switch on the voice recorders on their smart phones before entering 
the building (no one else was present, other than a single inspector who remained in the King's 
Chamber). 

The devices were then left on to record for approximately one hour as a series of simple tasks 
were conducted in the King's Chamber and also in the enigmatic Subterranean Chamber. This 
is located deep below the pyramid in the bedrock, at the end of the so-called Descending 
Passage . 


PARTNERS 


Subterranean Chamber 
| personally led the party of five that went down to the Subterranean Chamber. On arrival all 


recording devices were placed at the entrance to the room's Dead-end Passage, the narrow, 53 
foot (16.2 meter) long tunnel at ground level that heads south from the southeast corner of the 
room. Earlier, British engineer Rodney Hale had suggested that this enigmatic feature might 
have functioned as a resonance tube. This was for two reasons: 1) its long, pipe-like 
appearance, and 2) the fact that it had been deliberately cut and dressed along its entire length, 
indicating that it must have had a true function, and was not, as Egyptologists believe, an 
abandoned passage of no particular interest or importance. 


It was a theory | felt warranted further exploration, with this in mind | crawled on hands and 
knees along the entire length of the tube, taking with me my own main recording device (this 
being a Blackberry Classic with a built-in, high quality microphone and recorder). Once at its end, 
| turned to face the entrance and intoned three times with short pauses in between. 
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The Subterranean Chamber's Dead-end Passage, looking south towards its far end. It is 16.245 
meters in length and 0.775 metres in width, giving its dimensions an approximate ratio of 21:1. 
(Image: © Andrew Collins 2019) 


| then vacated the tube and a female, J (name withheld), took my place and did the same. On 
completion, a five-minute period of relative silence was recorded inside the Subterranean 
Chamber to examine ambient background noise against any deliberate sounds made in the 


same room. 


King's Chamber 


At a pre-designated time, the remainder of the party, consisting of eleven individuals, placed a 
single recording device in the King Chamber's red granite sarcophagus. A female then climbed 
inside the sarcophagus and intoned three times with short pauses in between; this being 
followed by a male, who did the same. 
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The King's Chamber inside the Great Pyramid, showing its red granite sarcophagus. (Image: © 
Andrew Collins 2019) 


At the same time the group in the Subterranean Chamber remained silent as | climbed back into 
the Dead-end Passage and lay on my back at its far end. | then fell silent for around 15 minutes 
to determine whether sounds made in the King's Chamber could be heard here, a claim made as 
far back as 1988 by Egyptological researcher Larry D. Hunter . 


Although | did hear and record a number of unexplainable knocks when inside the tube, none 
corresponded with any of the sounds recorded at the same time in the King's Chamber. 


Queen's Chamber 

One of the group, K (name withheld), conducted a lone vigil in the Queen's Chamber . This lies 
beneath the King's Chamber and some distance above the Subterranean Chamber. Here she 
remained in virtual silence until 10 minutes after the main experiment, at which point she sang 
verses of the hymn "Amazing Grace". This allowed us to examine the resonant frequencies of 
the Queen's Chamber, as well as establish whether sounds made in the Queen's Chamber 
could be heard in any other chamber. 


Massive Mosaic Depicting the 12 Labors of 
Heracles Unearthed in Turkey 

Excavations being carried out in the ancient city of 
Syedra, traced back to 2,900 years ago, continue 
to shed light on the vibrant history of Turkey. 


Athena: Fiercely Feminine Goddess of War and 
Wisdom 


The Green Children of Woolpit: Legendary 
Visitors from Another World 


Rare Roman Coin Portraying Moon Goddess 
Luna Retrieved from Israeli Waters 


Vlad the Impaler: The Real Count Dracula? 


Baku: The Legendary Dream Eating Monster of 
Japanese Mythology 


The niche in the eastern wall of the Great Pyramid's Queen's Chamber. (Image: € Andrew 
Collins 2019) 


Sounds Between Chambers 
An examination of the recordings made in the Subterranean Chamber by Hale showed no trace 


of K's rendition of "Amazing Grace" inside the Queen's Chamber. This suggests that sounds 
from the Queen's Chamber cannot be heard in the Subterranean Chamber. In contrast, sounds 


made in the Queen's Chamber can be heard in the King's Chamber, since K's rendition of 
"Amazing Grace" was discerned both audibly and in recordings (see fig. 1). 


Fig. 1. Comparison of the spectrograms of a) K singing "Amazing Grace" in the Queen's 
Chamber, b) K's singing recorded at the same time in the King's Chamber, and c) Andrew 
Collins' recording of K's voice when she sang further verses of the hymn in the King's Chamber 
at a later point in the session. The three plots all have the same time scale. (Image: € Andrew 
Collins 2019) 


If correct, then this upward conveyance of sound from one chamber to another via the vaulted 
Grand Gallery might well be linked with their primary function. Beyond all this, and for 
completion, Hale determined that sounds made in the Subterranean Chamber were not recorded 
in either the Queen's Chamber or King's Chamber. 


Peaks of Activity 


Reviewing the twenty-three hour-long sound recordings made by all sixteen individuals on an 
assortment of smart phones (some of the party used two devices simultaneously), Hale found 
that, even when silent, persistent levels of very low frequency (VLF) sounds were present in the 
ambient noise produced in all the main chambers (see fig. 2). 


Fig. 2. Spectrograms of natural sound resonance from the various chambers of the Great 
Pyramid (King's Chamber, Queen's Chamber, Dead-end Passage, and Subterranean Chamber) 
as recorded in virtual silence. The darker bands indicate stronger amplitudes. All frequencies are 
either VLF (125-20 Hz) or within the infrasound range (20-1 Hz). (Image: € Andrew Collins 2019) 


The largest amplitude sound frequency recorded in the King's Chamber was at 49.5 Hz (see fig. 
3). Significant spikes of activity occurred also at 30.5 Hz and 33 Hz with a cluster of peaks 
between 30 Hz and 130 Hz. In the Queen's Chamber spikes of activity occur at 118 Hz and 120 
Hz with others between 94.5 Hz and 125.5 Hz. 


Fig 3. Plotted frequency spectra of the King's Chamber, Queen's Chamber, Subterranean 
Chamber, and the latter's Dead-end Passage. Data selected for examination using Audacity and 
Excel software came from the pre-arranged quiet periods during the visit. Five recordings were 
used for the Kings Chamber and five also for the Subterranean Chamber. Just a single recording 
was used for the Queens Chamber and Dead-end Passage. No low frequency boosts were 
given to any recording to better display lower frequencies, so the results given are unmodified. 
(Image: © Andrew Collins 2019) 


In the Subterranean Chamber the resonant frequencies were found to be quite different to those 
of the King's Chamber and Queen's Chamber. Significant spikes are seen at 30 Hz, 32 Hz and 
52 Hz, and also at 15 Hz and 19.75 Hz, these last two being within the infrasonic range (20 Hz to 
1 Hz), meaning that they are completely inaudible to the human ear. 


A similar peak of infrasound activity at 15 Hz was noted also in connection with the King's 
Chamber. These infrasonic sounds were all recorded in near perfect silence, and so with the 
assumed lack of sensitivity of some of the voice recorders below 20 Hz it means that these 
peaks in infrasound are almost certainly much stronger still. 


Inside the Dead-end Passage 

Inside the Subterranean Chamber's Dead-end Passage (see fig. 4) all the main peaks of activity 
fell within a frequency range of between 5 Hz and 95 Hz, with pronounced spikes at 25 Hz, 26 
Hz and 35.75 Hz. 


o The Power of Sound Rediscovered in Prehistoric Barrows and Coves 


o Did Humans Speak Through Cave Art? Ancient Drawings and Language's Origins 
o The Great Pyramid of Giza as a monument of creation - Part 3: Air Element 


Fig. 4. Cross section of the Great Pyramid showing its various interior chambers along with the 
Dead-end Passage at the southern end of the Subterranean Chamber. (Image: € Andrew Collins 
2019) 


The most striking finding with respect to the Dead-end Passage was the strong presence of 
infrasound. There were spikes of activity at 5.13 Hz and 16.13 Hz (see fig. 5). That seen at 5.13 
Hz must be very strong indeed for it to have been recorded on a smart phone voice recorder (in 
this instance the inbuilt microphone and recorder of my Blackberry Classic device). Indeed, it is 
most likely much greater in amplitude than the 16.13 Hz spike, which would have been slightly 
easier for the recording device to pick up. 


Fig. 5. The resonant frequencies of the Subterranean Chamber's Dead-end Passage based on 
four quiet periods, each 3.5 minutes in length. (Image: € Andrew Collins 2019) 


Prior to our visit, Hale had predicted that, based on the Dead-end Passage's approximate length 
of 53 feet (16.2 meters) its resonant frequency and odd-number harmonics (going up in multiples 
of 3, 5, 7, etc., would be approximately 5.3 Hz, 15.9 Hz (3 x 5.3), 26.5 Hz (5 x 5.3), 37.1 Hz (7 x 
5.3), and so on. These figures match very well the recorded peaks of activity at 5.13 Hz, 16.13 
Hz, 25-26 Hz, and 35-36 Hz, which ably reflect the tube's primary resonant frequencies based on 
its approximate dimensions. 


To check these findings, | was able to determine that the true length of the Dead-end Passage is 
in fact 53 feet (16.2 meters), with a maximum width of 2.5 feet (0.775 meters) (going down to 
2.46 feet (0.75 meters) further inside the shaft) and an internal height of 2.49 feet (0.76 meters). 
Hale then used these dimensions to more accurately calculate the tube's fundamental frequency, 
which turns out to be 5.18 Hz, with a third harmonic of 15.54 Hz and fifth harmonic of 25.9 Hz, 
which are even closer to the tube's recorded resonant frequencies. Of potential interest here is 
the fact that the length to width ratio of the Dead-end Passage is approximately 21:1, indicating 
that the dimensions of the passage might themselves be very specific in nature (see fig. 6). 


Fig. 6. Reconstruction of the Dead-end Passage showing the 21:1 ratio of its dimensions. 
(Image: © Andrew Collins 2019) 


What all this suggests is that the Dead-end Passage was indeed designed to function as a 
resonance tube, producing infrasound with a base frequency of around 5 Hz. Yet if this is the 
case, what is so important about infrasound and were such sub-aural sounds known to the 
ancients? In part two of this article we will see that infrasound is now thought responsible for not 
only feelings of disconnection and otherworldliness, but that its presence can also lead to both 
psychic experiences and paranormal happenings. 


We will also see that the that effects of infrasound have been used in the design of ritual 
buildings and in achieving a sense of connection with the supernatural since the first invention of 
musical instruments in the Palaeolithic age. Yet if this is the case, what does it tell us about the 
apparently deliberate presence of infrasound and very low frequencies inside Egypt's Great 
Pyramid over 4,500 years ago? 


Top image: Stairway of the tomb in the center of the Great Pyramid. Source: witthaya / Adobe 
Stock. 


Go to Part 2: Exploring Infrasound Technology Use By The Ancients 
By Andrew Collins 


This article was written with additional information provided by Rodney Hale, C Eng. MIET. 
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GEORGE METAXAS WROTE ON 22 JUNE, 2019 - 07:56 

The article doesn’t explain how the infrasound could be produced, in the first place. 
The passage may amplify the odd multiples of 5.3 Hz, but this frequency should be 
produced somehow. It may be produced either by a faint air current at the 

entrance making the air in the passage resonate according to the natural frequence of 
the passage as in a huge whistle, or infiltrate throught the bedrock from the outside. In 
the second case, it may be man produced (machinery) or natural (wind turbulence on 
pyramide surface, or sand moving with the wind). In either case it doesn’t mean that 
the passage was built on purpose to produce the infrasound, as sound from this 

area could reach neither of the above main chambers, as demonstrated. 


MAGE AMENRA WROTE ОМ 22 JUNE, 2019 - 07:03 


Piezoelectric action is huge stone stack this manner must produce tremendous flux in 
temporal energy. The reaction occurs not only in the legacy of lazy electrons in the past 
of the moment but energizes the protons pulling on the edge of the future. The trans- 
dimensional pull must allow incredible exchanges between realms. When we view 
time, we do not separate our point of view from the physical dimensions. In the 4th 
dimension time is a point, our greatest minds see time as a baseline when it actually is 
not. To see time as a line is a 5th dimensional action which comes naturally to our 5th 
dimensional minds. Beings in these ancient times may have also choosen a higher 
conscious which allowed actual magic to occur, that being acts based in the next 
dimension occuring due to purposefully creating machines to achieve these acts. 
When one considers time as a point of absolute NOW! the course of science changes. 
Gravity becomes the obvious force of time in paradox, everything attempting to occupy 
the exact same moment within the scope of the moment. Scale is a curious thing 
because an atom is huge if you live on an electron. Earth from the next Galaxy is 
smaller than an atom, and even more difficult to find. Beyond humans holding a 
different conscious that allows vision into eternity, there are very likely beings we 
consider to be aliens which transend the temporal barrier to visit this one. Here again 
distance and scale are confusing. Not enough information on how exactly things 
change other than this one has seen a very different realm in that accord. As a species 
we do not trust the extra-dimensional information coming by the way of Shamanic 
practices, yet they see us as the fools...food for thought. 


Mage AmenRa 
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Ice Age, about 10,000 years ago, they flipped from being the number one prey food on the 
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planet, the global overlords would have evolved from their hyper-violent past, but this is not the 
case. Rather than working together as hunting teams trying to fell huge megafauna, since the 
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Thuggees strangling a traveler on a highway in India in the early 19th century. ( Public Domain ) 


Assassins, and gangs of them, have appeared throughout history in many formats from inspired 
political activists to gold-hungry, cold-hearted killers. Killing their targets for a host of reasons, but 
most having a financial benefit, most of history's renowned specialized killers had deep political 
affiliations and military allegiances. What they all had in common was the practice of recruiting 
young members and brainwashing them into the ways of the skilled-murderer. In remote hilltop 


ANCIENT EGYPT forts, new recruits were taught the arts of deceit and misdirection so as to become professional 
manhunters, and in some cases, womanhunters. 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


In the year 70 AD the Second Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman army during 
the First Jewish-Roman War by Francesco Hayez (1867) ( Public Domain ) 


Beware Of Crowds: The Sicarii Are On The Loose 

PARTNERS The Sicarii were a splinter group of the Jewish Zealots who were active around 70 AD. The 
name Sicarii is the plural of the Latin ‘ Sicarius’ (dagger man) and it was because of the actions 
of these Jewish freedom fighters (assassins) that the term later became associated with 
assassins and murderers. The Sicarii began their reign of terror in Jerusalem under the 
leadership of Menahem, the grandson of Judah, a former Jewish dissident. Unlike most other 
groups of assassins before them, the Jewish Sicarii were overtly motivated by religion and 
politics with the prime goal of driving the Roman invaders and their Jewish collaborators from the 
lands of Judea. Achievement of this goal meant training new recruits on how to conduct various 
guerrilla operations against Roman convoys and legions in Judea, which differed from all of the 
other provinces to the east of the Roman Empire in that it never submitted to Roman rule. 


READ MORE... 


Like this Preview and want to read on? You can! JOIN US THERE ( with easy, instant 
access ) and see what you're missing!! All Premium articles are available in full, with 
immediate access. 


For the price of a cup of coffee, you get this and all the other great benefits at Ancient 
Origins Premium. And - each time you support AO Premium, you support independent 
thought and writing. 


Ashley Cowie is a Scottish historian, author and documentary filmmaker presenting 
original perspectives on historical problems, in accessible and exciting ways. His books, 
articles and television shows explore lost cultures and kingdoms, ancient crafts and 
artifacts, symbols and architecture, myths and legends telling thought-provoking stories 
which together offer insights into our shared social history. www.ashleycowie.com 


Top Image : An agent of the Assassins (left, in white turban) fatally stabs Nizam al-Mulk, a 
Seljuk vizier, in 1092 AD. (14th-century AD manuscript) Topkapi Palace Museum, Istanbul ( 


Public Domain ) 
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Psychedelic-Induced Mystical 
Experiences Throughout 
History 

Since time immemorial, psychedelic mind- 
altering experiences have been common 
among humankind's shamanic journeys. All is 
one. That is one of the feelings contemporary 
users of mind-altering plants... 
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JORE 


20 MARCH, 2023 - 16:32 MARTINIF 


Fierce Warriors, Lovers in Arms: 
The Sacred Band Of Thebes 
When World War I broke out, the British Army 


faced a significant challenge - their small 
professional army was insufficient for a global 
conflict. To win the war, they had little 
alternative apart... 
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Greece's East Attica In 
Antiquity: Playground Of 
Gods, Heroes And Heroines 

The seductive scenery along the east coast of 
Attica in Greece overlooking the Aegean Sea, 
easily lures one back to an era when mythical 
gods and goddesses still claimed the land and 
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implored their... 
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Returning Volcanic Rocks Of 
Pele, Ancient Fire Goddess Of 
Hawaii 

Creation in action. That is how one Hawaiian 
resident describes the goddess Pele's 
movement. The earth's red blood issuing into 
the sky, creating new landmasses and 
changing the planet itself,... 
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Revealing The Identity Of The 
King Of Old, Lord Of The 
Rephaim 

‘Lord of the Rephaim’ and ‘King of Old’ alludes 
to the identity of the King of the Rephaim, 
enigmatic beings that to this day are not fully 
understood. In the biblical tradition they are 
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equated with... 
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The Barbary Wars: America’s 
Most Successful Foreign 
Intervention 

Since its foundation in 1775 the United States 
has become well known for its tendency to 
intervene in foreign countries when its national 
security is threatened. But while much has 
been written and... 
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those big black boots, it might be time to... 
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GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


The Qur'an and Torah on the True 
Meaning of the Tower of Babel and 
Multiple Languages 


READ LATER PRINT 


The conventional understanding of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) is that humanity 
arrogantly challenged God 's space through invading it by building a "tower; with its head 
reaching up to the heavens". Thus, the Qur'an says that Pharaoh, mockingly and arrogantly asks 
his associate Haman to build a lofty tower. Pharaoh said: "O Haman! Fire up (a kiln to bake 
bricks) of clay, and build me a lofty tower, that | may mount up to the God of Moses: but as far as 
Гат concerned, | think (Moses) is a liar!" (Qur'an 28:38) 


However, a careful reading of the Torah text shows that what the people built was an entire city 
made out of manufactured uniform bricks (Genesis 11:3); and the reason they built the city and 
the tower was not to challenge God, but to "make a name for themselves, lest they be dispersed 
over the whole earth." 
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"The Tower of Babel' (1594) by Lucas van Valckenborch. ( Public Domain ) 
Pharaoh knows this, but since he thinks he is the son of the God Horus , he sees the Prophet 
Moses’ challenge in the terms of a lowly human who is invading Pharaoh's own domain. 
Pharaoh will counterattack the God of Moses first. 
ANCIENT EGYPT 
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о Inside Etemenanki: The Real-Life Tower of Babel 

o Ancient Babylonian Tablet Provides Compelling Evidence that the Tower of Babel DID 
Exist 

o The legendary Tower of Babel 


The Qur'an informs us that the multiplicity of human languages is one of several signs of God's 
power and planning: "And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth; and the 
diversity of your languages and your colors. Indeed in that are signs for those of knowledge." 
(30:22) so multiple languages is not a punishment, but an act of mercy, as | will show below. 


‘Pure Diversity’ (1993) by Mirta Toledo. (Mirta Toledo/ CC BY SA 4.0) 


Post Flood Fear and the Tower of Babel 
In the aftermath of a catastrophically destructive flood in the days of Noah, many generations of 


humans were fearful and anxiety ridden. They felt very weak and vulnerable; and they only 
wanted to huddle together in one place. Humanity did not want curiosity to lead people to 
explore other locations and thus promote change and development (going against God's 
blessing to "fill up the earth"); and they did not want to expand their knowledge and vocabulary 
because that promotes non conformity and diversity. Humans were proud that every single 


PARTNERS 


human being spoke the same language, and that their one language had only "a few words" 
(Genesis 11:1 literal translation from Hebrew). 


When the post flood humans said, "to one another; come let us make bricks and burn them 
thoroughly." (11:3) they were doing much more than discussing building methods. Bricks are one 
of the first building materials created by human beings. 


Sun dried bricks made of mud and straw, are called adobe'. They were used in the famous 
ziggurat temples of Mesopotamia. But over time rain and flood water dissolve sun dried mud 
and straw bricks, and cause them to crumble and break apart. Ancient brick makers learned to 
"burn" bricks by baking them in a very hot oven called a kiln. Then the bricks became very hard 
and durable. Manufacturing hundreds of thousands of bricks for very large building projects 
produced the first mass production factories. 
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A brick kiln furnace. ( CC0) Ads-FREE Content 


When the post flood humans said, “to one another; come let us make bricks and burn them 
thoroughly." (11:3) they wanted to build their city with uniform manufactured bricks, instead of 
natural unhewn stones. They did not want each stone to be a different shape and color from all 
the other stones because they wanted to unify themselves by highly organized, conformist, 
teamwork, factory behavior, as well as an all-encompassing common purpose. 


The Meaning of the Tower Babel: Uniformity 

Also. the use of uniform bricks made it easier to build giant building projects with much higher 
buildings, even a skyscraper temple tower; for they thought that if another flood occurred, 
perhaps they could survive on the roofs of their tall buildings, or on top of their temple tower. 


German Late Medieval (c. 1370s) depiction of the construction of the tower. ( Public Domain ) 


Torah opposition to the use of baked bricks in a ritual/spiritual context may also be connected 
with our interpretation of the sin of the city builders. Immediately after the giving of the ten 
commandments the Torah says, "An altar of earth you shall make for me...(Exodus 20:21) and "If 
you make me an altar of stone, do not build it of hewn stone, for if you use a tool on it, you 
pollute it. (20:25). Thus, an altar of natural unshaped building materials are preferred by the 
Torah to manufactured materials. 


The fear of dispersal and the need to make a name for themselves shows that the generations 
following the flood lacked both a self-confident individual identity and an established positive 
group identity. Their polytheistic account of the flood, found in the ancient Epic of Gilgamesh , 
relates that the gods decided to destroy humanity because humans made too much noise, and 
kept the gods from sleeping. These early humans believed that violence was natural, normal, 
and thus inevitable. Widespread human and animal violence would not be punished by the gods 
because, in polytheistic myths, the gods themselves spent a lot of time fighting and killing each 
other. 


Finally, they believed that one language would guarantee co-operation, so they would not have 
to learn to respect social or personal differences because there would be no differences between 
individuals or groups of people. There would be only one group of people, with one and the 
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The Legendary Tower of Babel: What Does it 
Mean? 

One of the many fantastic stories in the Book of 
Genesis is the er of Babel, a tall construction 
made in Babylonia after the Deluge. The gist of the 
story is: All human beings used to speak the... 


Numa Pompilius: The Legendary Second King 
of Rome 


The Qur'an and Torah on the True Meaning of 
the Tower of Babel and Multiple Languages 


The Four Mythological Symbols of China 


lvar the Boneless: Viking Warrior, Ruler and 


same language for all humanity. This seemed to them to be an ideal way for humans to create Raia 
aider 


harmony and avoid strife and violence. 
Rauóskinna: The Famous Icelandic Book of 
Black Magic 


"The Confusion of Tongues' (1865-1868) by Gustave Doré . ( Public Domain ) 


Multiple Languages, A Blessing in Disguise 

Their plan for the city might have been modeled on bee hives or termite mounds: lots of close 
contact, with a high degree of conformity and common purpose. When God sees what they are 
scheming to do, and what effects that master plan will have on the future of humanity; God 
confounds their language as a blessing, and disperses them all over the surface of the earth. 
This geographical expansion will promote linguistic, cultural, and religious diversity which in turn 
will greatly enrich humanity's cultural, artistic, and spiritual productivity. 


o Can Jewish People be a Nation, and a Religion, and a Race? 

o It Need Not Be Religion VS Science: Extra-Terrestrial Life and Religious Beliefs 
Combine 

o Pharaoh Ramses’ Anti-Israelite Policy Now Explained 


Indeed, there are 6,909 known spoken languages today, although about half are endangered, 
and will very likely no longer be spoken in another two to four generations. While globalization 
will lead to the disappearance of many languages and cultures; new religions seem to still be 
growing rapidly. How long they will last is not yet known, but it is hard to argue that we should, or 
will, ever go back to the days when humanity had only “one language with a few words.” 


Le mur des je t'aime (The I Love You Wall) in Paris features the phrase 'I love you' 311 times in 
250 languages. (ConstantineD/ CC BY NC ND 2.0 ) 


The almost 7000 languages still spoken across the globe belong to roughly 150 language 
families. And they vary widely in the way they put sentences together. For example, the three 
major building blocks of a sentence, subject (S), verb (V), and object (O), can come in three 
different orders. English and French are SVO languages, whereas German and Japanese are 
SOV languages; a much smaller number of languages, such as Arabic and Hebrew, use the 
VSO order. Arabic and Hebrew put the verb first to teach us that what we do/build determines 
what we become in the judgement of Allah. 


Top Image: 'The tower of Babel' (1550-1584) by Pieter Balten. Is it possible to interpret another 
meaning of the Tower of Babel? Source: Public Domain 


By Rabbi Allen S. Maller 


Rabbi Allen S. Maller has published over 300 articles on Jewish values in over two dozen 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim magazines and web sites. Rabbi Maller is the author of "Tikunay 
Nefashot," a High Holy Day Prayer-book, two books of children's short stories, and a popular 
account of Jewish Mysticism entitled, " God, Sex and Kabbalah ." His most recent books are " 
Judaism and Islam as Synergistic Monotheisms ' and " Which Religion Is Right For You? A 
21st Century Kuzari ", both available on Amazon. 
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ERICGYOUNG WROTE ON 4 NOVEMBER, 2018 - 18:48 

| enjoyed your article very much. | found your discussion of building with burnt bricks 
versus mud bricks, and how that connects to the story of the Tower of Babel, 
particularly interesting. Religious stories must always be read with a very close eye to 
fully and completely understand them and so that they have meaning for our lives. You 
seem to have accomplished that here and provided a different interpretation of the 
story from the more conventional one. 


DJRICHARDSS8 WROTE ON 3 NOVEMBER, 2018- 21:41 

It seems also, Rabbi Maller, that there was also another main reason for confusing the 
languages. Genesis 11:5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, 
which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will 
do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 
http://esv.to/Gen11.5-6 


If one ascribes that humanity was created in a superior physical and mental state, 
these verses seem to indicate that humans would have created weapons of war and 
technology that would have made it easy for sinful humans to have a one world 
government under a false religion and tyranny would have prevaled. Simular to what 
happened pre-flood. As one sees in recent history, science and technology really took 
off in western Europe when scientists communicated in one language. Mainly 

French. English is now what scientists from diverse countries communicate in. 


TESLA'S APPRENTICE WROTE ON 310CTOBER, 2018- 19:25 


Elaborating on your theme, you might be interested in reading, "Egypt Knew No 
Pharaohs Nor Israelites" by Ashraf Ezzat. 


The main contention that Ezzat raises is that the Israelites were never slaves in 
Egypt proper, but instead were situated in the land of western Yemen. You can 


either buy this book at Amazon or if you have a Kindle device you can download 
it for a few dollars. It is a good read and will change your perspective on where 
the Hebrews lived while in "captivity" and give you a better understanding of 
Egyptian history devoid of the muddied version you read in the Hebrew Tenach 
or "Old" Testament. 


Here are a few words about the book from its author Ashraf Ezzat: 
http://abundanthope.net/pages/Political Information 43/Ancient-Egypt- 
Kne... 


EDWARD HANSON WROTE ON 3 OCTOBER, 2018- 15:02 

In the "Holy Scriptures" of the Jews, Christians, and Muslims, "Pharaoh" is never 
named. This is because the Hebrews rewrote their history during the Babylonian 
captivity to hide the fact that they are, in fact, Egyptians. Moses (an Egyptian name) 
was a pharaoh. We know him as Akhenaton, the rebel monotheistic pharaoh. 


RABBI ALLEN MALLER 


Rabbi Allen Maller has written a book on Kabbalah, and a book on 
Judaism and Islam; and over 200 articles for numerous journals, 
magazines and websites. He edited the Tikun series of High Holy Days 
Prayer Books. In 2006 he... Read More 
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Debunking the Aryan Race 
“Myth” and Separating Fact 
from Fiction 

Today, the word "Aryan" has become 
synonymous with all sorts of negative 
connotations, including theories of racial 
superiority and white supremacy . This 
association has led to a widespread... 
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the Sound of 14 Ancient 
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17 MARCH, 2023 - 17:55 ANCIENT ORIGINS 
Starseeds: Psychologists On 
Why Some People Think 
They’re Aliens Living On Earth 


By Ken Drinkwater et al. / The Conversation 
There's a new group of people on Earth who 
believe they're aliens. Star people, or 
starseeds, are individuals who believe they 
have come to Earth from... 
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The Fragmentarium: New Al 
Tool Pieces Together Ancient 
Babylonian Texts 


Language is a powerful tool that allows us to 
communicate with one another across time 
and space. Through language , we are able to 
share our stories, our ideas, and our cultures 
with others. In this... 
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30 JANUARY, 2023 - 19:17 MARTINIF 


A Word On Polyglots Of The 
Ancient World 


The most well-known tale of how different 
languages came to be, at least in areas where 
Judaism and Christianity are prevalent, is 
recorded in the Bible, in Genesis 11:1—9 . 
According to the... 
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Artificial intelligence has now officially seeped 
into ancient history. Linguists at the Institute 
for Assyriology at Ludwig Maximilian 
University in Germany have created an 
artificial intelligence (... 
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Latin Papyrus Texts Reanimate 
Fossils of the Roman World 
The PLATINUM project claims to be a 


“Partnership for Learning and Teaching in 
University Mathematics.” The study began 
with the goal of analyzing existing Latin 
papyrus texts dating to the 1st to 8th... 
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Greek Mythology 
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GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Lighting Up Saqqara: An Electrifying 
Theory for the Serapeum Sarcophagi 


The Serapeum of Saqqara has been a continuous source of speculation and mystery since its 
re-discovery in 1850. Even now, no theory has been able to explain exactly how or why the 24 
giant sarcophagi were moved to the site and precisely installed in their notches. The mainstream 
theory suggests the site was used for the burial of Apis bulls, though there are many elements 
which do not add up with this belief. 


For example, the size of the boxes exceeds the size of the bulls; was it done to provide extra 
comfort for them? Why not do the same for the pharaohs, who were buried in tiny coffins barely 
fitting their bodies? Why did they make the Serapeum sarcophagi out of granite and not with 
limestone, a material much easier to work with? And if Serapeum was the burial site for the Apis 
bulls, where are the bull mummies? 
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ANCIENT EGYPT 


ANCIENT ROME 


A little Photoshop to compare the size of a bull (which is about 2.3 meters long) and a Serapeum 
sarcophagus based on measurement by Linant-Bey. This is a typical bull mummy from Dynastic 
times. ( soul-guidance.com) 


Several people reject the theory of the Serapeum having been used for ceremonial burials (at 
least not in the grand gallery of the site where the large coffins are located), but if not that, then 
what was it used for? That is the question posed by some Egyptologists...and it is little wonder 
that they hear a "sound of crickets chirping" in return - in other words, they've found no other 
plausible alternative theory. By default we fall back to the Apis theory with all its flaws. | gave 
this some thought and put together a theory which seems to answer some of the questions. Here 
are my insights. 
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Fermentation in Pre-Dynastic Egypt 

It is well known that pre-dynastic Egyptians knew the process of fermentation. By about 3000 BC 
they had already utilized the process to brew beer and bake bread. And some scholars have 
said the process was known even before then. Let's assume someone in pre-dynastic Egypt 
mixed some starch and meat, placed those ingredients inside a giant coffin, and closed the lid. A 
particular set of ingredients come in mind: bread, beer, barley and oxen, as those are mentioned 


PARTNERS so many times in ancient Egyptian texts. As fermentation starts, yeast begins to convert the 
starch present in barley into CO2 gas and ethanol. The amount of the CO2 gas increases in the 
box, building pressure. | will explain later why this pressure is important, but first let's analyze 
this setup. 


One of the sarcophagi in the Serapeum, Saqqara, Egypt. ( Sailingstone /Adobe Stock) 


The granite boxes are made with high precision and have a tolerance within 1 micron. So, 
closing the lid essentially makes them hermetically sealed. Granite is not a porous material, so 
little of the gas would seep through the walls. The lid also weighs about 30 tons, so the pressure 
of the gas would have to be substantial before it would pop open. The process continues as long 
as the chemical composition of the substances inside the sarcophagus and the temperature are 
comfortable for yeast to keep growing. 


One of the Serapeum sarcophagi in Saqqara, Egypt. (Ovedc/ CC BY SA 4.0) 


One component essential for yeast to grow is oleic acid. This is a fatty acid present in animal and 
plant fat. Oleic acid is essential for the yeast to maintain its growth rate. This acid is also 
essential for yeast to overcome the toxic effect of ethanol, which would be building up in the 
coffin as a byproduct of fermentation. That acid is present in abundance in meat. | cannot help 
but wonder if the main purpose of the meat or bull body parts placed in the huge granite boxes 
was to provide proper chemical components for the yeast to sustain long term growth. 


As fermentation continues, the CO2 gas builds pressure in the granite box. The granite can 
withstand at least 200 MPa pressure. To put this in perspective, this is as much as 1000 times 
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more pressure than car tires have. The yeast in the box would be exposed to that pressure - and 
itis capable of withstanding that much stress. As pressure grows, there will be mechanical stress 
on the huge granite box. It is well known granite is made of quartz crystals and under mechanical 
stress those crystals generate electric charge. Thus, more pressure means more electric 
charge is generated. 
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Why We Should Welcome the Return of ‘Old 
Stinker', the English Werewolf 

In 2016, there was something of a folk panic in 
Yorkshire, northern England, following reported 
sightings of an eight-foot werewolf with a very 
human face. 
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Dwarka's Submerged Secret: Finding the Lost 
Kingdom of Krishna (Video) 


Example of granite rock in the cliff of Gros la Téte — Aride Island, Seychelles. The thin brighter 
layers are quartz veins, formed during the late stages of crystallization of granitic magmas. They 
are also sometimes called “hydrothermal veins". (Etan J. Tal/ CC BY SA 4.0) 


At some point, the pressure inside the box will overcome the lid weight and pop it open, 
releasing the gas. However, when the Serapeum was rediscovered in 1850, a few sketches were 
made of the interior at that time or shortly after. The following image is one of those sketches. 
One interesting aspect that cannot be missed in this picture is the stack of stones piled on top of 
the sarcophagus' lid. It appears someone may have used blocks to counter the pressure inside 
the box with additional weight mounted on the lid, essentially extending the pressure of the 
quartz crystals. 


One other point to make here is that if someone opened the lid of the Serapeum sarcophagi 
millennia later, most likely that person would see only what the yeast did not consume before 
drying out. That would be bull bones, which is exactly what Mariette found in the Serapeum 
when it was discovered in 1850. 
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Dominated Medieval East Africa 


The Legendary Emerald Tablet and its Secrets 
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Serapeum of Saqqara. Le Serapeum de Memphis, Vue interieure. Illustration for Le Magasin 
Pittoresque (1855). ( Morphart / Adobe Stock) 


Giant Sarcophagi or Giant Batteries? 
Many who have visited the Serapeum since it was opened may have noticed that no soot is 


present on the ceiling and the walls. Upon making note of this, one cannot help but wonder how 
all the work was completed underground in complete darkness. Giving this some thought, | do 
not think the place would have been dark at all. The effect of high pressure stress on granite 
material and luminescence caused by that stress was analyzed by Kato, Mitsui, and Yanagidani 
in 2010. 


In the study, a slab of granite was selected and stressed with high pressure to the point that light 
began to glow on the stone's surface. The image below shows the experimental results from that 
study. As analyzed in the paper, granite under stress builds voltage potential on its surface. If the 
voltage is high enough, it ionizes the air around the surface, creating a glow. 


Granite glow under high pressure. (Author provided) 


As the pressure built in the granite boxes of the Serapeum, | do not think the grand gallery would 
have been dark. However, it is very unlikely that builders went to the effort of moving so much 
weight around just to light the hall of the grand gallery. There has to be a more pragmatic reason. 
Let's consider how the electric charges could have been utilized in ancient Egypt. 


Sketch of the Serapeum's grand gallery and view of the grand gallery today. ( soul- 
guidance.com) 


Earthquake Lights 


Over the centuries, there have been numerous reports of lights which appear in different shapes, 
forms, and for different lengths of time above the ground surface shortly before, during, or after 
earthquakes. One recent instance of an earthquake light occurrence was reported in L'Aquila, 
Italy in 2009, when the place was hit with a 6.3 tremor. Shortly before the earthquake, people 
reported seeing lights above the city. The phenomenon was analyzed in detail and about 1000 
people were interviewed. The conclusion of the study was that the electric charges released 
during the earthquake caused the light effect. 


o 4,000-Year-Old Relief Carvings and Decorated Stone Blocks Discovered in Temple of 
Serapis in Egypt 

o Boats, Bowling and Moldy Bread: Curious Achievements Ancient Egypt Shared With 
the World 

o Common Tools or Ancient Advanced Technology? How Did the Egyptians Bore 
Through Granite? 


Even though the phenomenon is known since antiquity, recent video monitoring (pretty much 
installed on every corner in cities) helps researchers analyze it. And a few research teams have 
done so. A team at San Jose University lead by Professor Freund compiled data from 65 
different sites around the world where earthquake lights were noticed. Extensive work has been 


done on analyzing the data and the physics behind it. Results show the earthquake light 
phenomenon is caused by stress in granite material present in soil. Theoretical and experimental 
verification has been completed to support the results. 


Г can only wonder if the same mechanism for light implementation could have been used in the 
Serapeum in Pre-Dynastic times. If you think about it, all of the necessary components were 


present at the site. As the granite boxes experienced mechanical stress electric charges would 
appear. The charges typically are dispersed toward the ground surface. When the charges reach 
the surface, they ionize air pockets above the ground and would have lit the sky above Saqqara. 


In summary, | think the giant Serapeum sarcophagi were used to generate electric charges with 
pressure built inside by CO2 gas. The pressure put on the quartz crystals created electric 
charges on the surface of the sarcophagi. Those charges were then dispersed from 
underground toward the ground surface. The released charges would have ionized the air above 
Saqqara, causing the air to glow. 


A sarcophagus in the Serapeum, Saqqara, Egypt. ( Sailingstone /Adobe Stock) 
Top Image: One of the Serapeum sarcophagi in Saqqara, Egypt. Source: Ovedc/ CC BY SA 4.0 
By Konstantin Borisov 
Updated on January 27, 2022. 
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TYLERSK90WROTE ON 24 SEPTEMBER, 2020- 05:35 

In the article, you quote unspecified egyptologists as hearing the "sound of crickets 
chirping". Were you just being facetious or can you give more context on this? In this 
YouTube video, there is a piercing high frequency vibration that can be heard on the 
footage next to one of the giant granite cells and becomes louder as he gets closer 
(6:16 mark in the video). https://youtu.be/MXE1ML vp7w 


TYLERSK90 WROTE ON 24 SEPTEMBER, 2020- 05:35 

In the article, you quote unspecified egyptologists as hearing the "sound of crickets 
chirping". Were you just being facetious or can you give more context on this? In this 
YouTube video, there is a piercing high frequency vibration that can be heard on the 
footage next to one of the giant granite cells and becomes louder as he gets closer 
(6:16 mark in the video). https://youtu.be/MXE1ML_vp7w 


KONSTANTIN BORISOV WROTE ON 5 AUGUST, 2018 - 03:49 


One thing | did not mention in the article but needed to. When the granite boxes were 
brought to the area, the final polishing of the boxes occurred underground in 
Serapeum. The natural question then is why? Would it make more sense to machine 
the boxes on the ground at day light? Why do it underground? 


In my opinion, the reason for that is the thermal expansion and contraction of the 
granite material. The roughed boxes delivered from Aswan needed to be brought down 
to underground of the Serapeum, left there for sometime so granite material would 
adjust to ambient temperature. At that point the machining on the surfaces was done to 
achieve very tight flatness of 1.27 micron (see Dunn's work). This way proper flatness 
on the surfaces could be achieve. As | explained in the article the tight flatness was 
critical to keep the pressure inside the boxes. 


KONSTANTIN BORISOV WROTE ON 5 AUGUST, 2018 - 03:14 


John, Thanks for your reply. 


You are correct about the source of light and its need during construction. | can 
only speculate on how that was done and what was used for that. However, as 
soon as the site was put into function, there would not be a need for the light 
inside the Serapeum... 


TWILIGHT WROTE ON 4 AUGUST, 2018 - 15:28 

A Piezoelectric device is not an energy source, it is only a means of converting 
one form energy to another - from electrical to mechanical or vica versa (and it is 
very inefficient). The energy must come from some other source. If there is a 
static pressure inside the box, then a voltage difference may appear across the 
surface of the box. But if you attempt to use that voltage difference to drive a 
current and create power flow (transfer energy), then the pressure inside the box 
must reduce because of it. Presumably the yeast would replenish the pressure 
again, but how fast? 


It would work better with a vibrating source of pressure to drive an alternating 
current. Still, it would be horribly inefficient, which is why | suggest the purpose 
is other than as a power source. 
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KONSTANTIN 


Konstantin Borisov received his M.S degree from the University of 
Nevada, Reno and Ph.D. degree from the Mississippi State University 
all in electrical engineering. He worked as a scientist in Research 
Institute of Dielectric Materials and Semiconductors in Tomsk, Russia... 
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Treasure Trove of Discoveries Was Alexander the Great 
Unearthed in Egypt’s Saqqara Entombed In Venice In Disguise 
Necropolis As St Mark? 


The vast archaeological site of Saqqara is 
located about 30 km (19 mi) south of modern- 
day Cairo in Egypt and it's home to the 
earliest and first documented pyramid, the 
Unas, the famous Step Pyramid... 
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1SEPTEMBER, 2018- 01:35 DHWTY 
Serapis: God of Fertility and 
the Afterlife that United 
Greeks and Egyptians 

Serapis (also called Sarapis ) was a deity 
invented by the Ptolemies, and was meant to 
bridge the gap between their Egyptian and 
Greek subjects. The Ptolemies were one of 
the successors of Alexander... 
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The Venetians themselves tell how in 828 AD 
two of their merchants, Tribunus and 
Rusticus, fetched a mummy from Alexandria 
in Egypt, which was said to contain the corpse 
of St Mark the Evangelist... 
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Greek Mythology 


As Greek mythology goes, the 
universe was once a big soup of 
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first beings. 
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Beni Hammad Fort: Ruins Attest the 
Dreams of a Medieval Algerian Islamic 
Dynasty 


READ LATER | | PRINT 


Today, only the ruins of the city attest to the important status Beni Hammad Fort once enjoyed 
in the history of Algeria. It saw glory as a Medieval stronghold and as the capital of a local 
dynasty before people sought out other chances elsewhere and the once great fort was. 
abandoned then partially destroyed. 


Who Founded Beni Hammad Fort? 

Known also as Al Qal'a of Beni Hammad, the site is a fortified city located close to the town of 
Maadid, in the Algerian part of the Maghreb. It is located about 225 km (140 miles) to the. 
southeast of Algiers, the capital of modern day Algeria. Al Qal'a of Beni Hammad and Algiers 
have some historical ties. During the 2nd half of the 10th century, Algeria, part of Ifriqiya, was 
under the control of the Fatimid Caliphate. When the Fatimids moved from Mahdia (in Tunisia) 
to their new capital, Cairo, one of their local supporters, Bulluggin ibn Ziri was appointed as 
their viceroy. It was Bulluggin who founded the city of Algiers, and established the Zirid 
Dynasty. 


Beni Hammad Fort, Algeria. ( Public Domain ) 


When Bulluggin died in in 984, he was succeeded by one of his sons, al-Mansur ibn Bulluggin. 
One of al-Mansur's brothers, Hammad ibn Bulluggin, was appointed governor of the central 
Maghreb. It was Hammad who founded the Beni Hammad Fort, which served as his capital 
From this fortified city, Hammad increased his power by extending his control over the 
surrounding area. In 995, al-Mansur died, and was succeeded by his son, Badis ibn Mansur. 


* Jean Eugene Robert-Houdin, The Father of Modern Magic Who Stopped a Revolt 
with His Abilities 

+ The Rich Mythology and Megalithic Culture of the Ancient Berbers, Lords of the 
Desert 

* Passing Through the Gates of Time: The Mind, Time Travel, and St Augustine 


Hammad's growing influence in the central Maghred began to worry his nephew, and rightly 
so. In 1014, Hammad converted to Sunni Islam and became supporter of the Abbasid 
Caliphate, who were the enemies of the Fatimids, and founded his own dynasty. As a 
consequence of this, the Zirids declared war on the Hammadids, and attacked the fort in 1017. 
The Hammadids were able to withstand the siege, however, and were later granted 


independence by the Zirids. 


Architectural Highlights of Beni Hammad Fort 

As the capital of the Hammadid Dynasty, Beni Hammad Fort was monumentalized by its rulers. 
Опе of the most impressive structures in the fortified city was the Great Mosque. This was the 
second largest mosque in Algeria (the largest being the Mansourah Mosque), and boasts of 
having the second oldest minaret in the country (the oldest being that of the Sidi Boumerouane 
Mosque). The prayer hall of the Great Mosque contains 13 aisles with 8 bays each. 


Stitched Panorama of the Great Mosque of Kairouan, in Tunisia. (MAREK SZAREJKO/ CC BY 
SA 2.0) The Great Mosque at Beni Hammad Fort had a similar design. 


Another notable structure in the city is the Dal al Bahr (meaning ‘Lake Palace’), which served 
аз the ruler's residence. This was a residential complex separated by pavilions and gardens. 
The name of this palace is derived from the rectangular pool within the complex. This pool, 
which measured 67 x 47 meters (220 x 154 fL, had a ramp from which theatrical performance 
and sporting events could be carried out. The Dal al Bahr and the Great Mosque are 
testaments to the splendor that was enjoyed by the city and the Hammadid Dynasty. 


Reconstruction of the fort. (Yelles/ CC BY SA 3.0) 


Destruction and a New Status 

This came to an end, however, in 1090. In 1045, the emir of the Zirid Dynasty, al-Mu'izz, 
switched his allegiance from the Fatimids to the Abbasids. In response to this, the Fatimids 
sent groups of Arab nomads, the Banu Hilal, to attack the Zirids. 
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int Ancestress of the Tuaregs 


In 1090, the Banu Hilal threatened Bani Hammad Fort, causing its inhabitants to abandon the 
city. In 1152, the last ruler of the Hammadid Dynasty, Yahia, surrendered to the Almohads, who 
were based in Morocco. The Almohad rulers proceeded to destroy parts of the fort. 


Today, the ruins of Beni Hammad Fort are a tourist destination. Moreover, in 1980, the site was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, one of the reasons being that it bears witness to 
the great refinement of the Hammad civilization, an original architecture and the palatial 
culture of North Africa.” 


The fortress ruins. ( ССО) 
Top image: The ruins of Beni Hammad Fort. Source: Public Domain 
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When people think of megalithic structures , there is a clear behemoth which undeniably 
dominates the history books ~ Stonehenge. The iconic stone circle has fascinated historians, 
archaeologists, and the general public alike for hundreds of years and speculation as to its 
original intended use is rife — new theories emerge on a regular basis and as archaeological 
techniques advance the site is constantly reassessed, 


But the building of stone circles like this is far from an isolated event. There are plenty of 
examples, from Avesbury Stone Circle which is not too far away from Stonehenge in the UK, to 
Stoplesteinan in Norway, and a number of stone circles at the site of Сатас in France 
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Outer circle of the Mzora Stone Circle. (El mundo con ella / YouTube) 


No matter what they were used for or who they were built by these stone circles all have one 

thing in common – they are а distinctly European phenomenon. It may therefore be surprising 
to learn that there is a megalithic stone circle in what is today northern Morocco. And it is just 

as mysterious and impressive as its European counterparts. 


The Mzora Stone Circle 

The site of the Mzora stone circle is 11 kilometers (7 miles) from the nearest town of Asilah 
and 27 kilometers (16.8 miles) from the overgrown ruins of the ancient Canaanite city Lixus. It 
is a difficult trek to reach the site and many people rely on the assistance of local guides to be 
able to find it at all. It is a hidden gem which has been largely overlooked by the historical 
record and most people only learn of its existence by chance when visting the archaeological 
museum at Tetouan. It first became known in the west in 1830 AD, thousands of years after it 
was constructed 


Carwynnen Quoit: 5,000-year-old 
Passage Tombs and An Astronomical Comish monument restored in 
Roofbox celebration of Summer Solstice. 


Breaking News! 300,000-Year-Old 
Remains Place Oldest Homo Sapiens in 
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Sketch of Mzora Stone Circle, 1830 The Mysterious Moroccan Megalithic Menhirs of Mzora. ( 
Public Domain ) 


But far from being an underwhelming set of rocks, Mzora stone circle consists of 168 
remaining stones, with an estimated 175 making up the original structure. Many of the stones 
аге huge and the tallest, which is known locally as El Uted (The Pointer), reaches more than 5 
meters (16.4 feet) in height. It is spread across a 55 meter (180.45 ft.) diameter and at its 


center there is a large barrow. 


Is the Tomb of Antaeus at the Center of the Mzora Stone Circle? 
While Mzora has been rediscovered in Africa within the past 200 years, it was first described 
by the Roman general Quintus Sertorius in the 1st Century AD as he was told it was the tomb 
of Antaeus ~ a legendary giant who was slayed by the heroic demi-god Hercules as one of 
his labors. The size of the barrow in the center of the circle is probably at the heart of this 
rumor, which astounded Sertorius so much he conducted one of the first recorded 
archaeological excavations at the site. He wrote that the body of a man 26 meters (85 feet) 
long was found and he was so struck with horror that he immediately covered it again. 


Itis perhaps this account that attracted César Luis de Montalban to the site in the 19308, 
Where he unfortunately performed a very crude excavation which largely destroyed the barrow 
(without even uncovering the remains of a legendary giant) 


Who Built Mzora Stone Circle? 

The only professional surveyance of the site was in the 1970s, and while it didn’t uncover any 
giant bones either, it did show that the site was not only extraordinary In itself, but also 
remarkable for the fact it changes the history of megalithic structures in Europe. 


The appraisal revealed that the structure was not built independently of the European 
megaliths, but remarkably that it was either built by the same culture or is evidence of 
significant interaction between the two regions. This may seem obvious, but itis truly incredible 
when you consider the way of Ме of the people who were building these monuments. 


Unlike tools and other technologies which could be taught and traded over long distances, the 
complex techniques needed to move such huge stones in this way would nat have been easy 
to transmit and itis not a feat that would have been undertaken for no reason; во there must 
have been strong cultural links or a very important practical reason for constructing the 
circles. 


The Mzora Stone Circle in Africa. (Christophe Chenevier / CC BY-SA 2.0) 


The circle is constructed using a Pythagorean right angled triangle with the ratios 12, 35, 37 
and this is the same method used by 30 megalithic stone circles in Britain alone. Other 
similarities in construction and proportions exist such as the use of the so called ‘megalithic 
yard! - a unit of measurement which seems to have been universally employed across Europe 
= and evidently even further afield. 


Evidence of Ancient Megalithic Culture Тһе Ancient and Vibrant Leather 
in Massachusetts Revealed For the First Tanneries of Fez, Morocco 


Time 


Valuable Volubilis: The Best-Preserved 
Roman Ruins in Morocco 


What was the Purpose of the Mzora Stone Circle? 

The purpose of stone circles is a debate which has been raging for hundreds of years, and it 
seems unlikely people will ever fully agree. From centers of druidic worship to burial sites for 
significant chieftains or ancient allen landing pads there is a theory for everyone. However, one 
of the most popular and pragmatic is that the stone circles were used as a sort of calendar. 


Megalithic stone circles were constructed during the Neolithic period, when the adoption of 
agricultural practices made the monitoring of seasons crucial so that crops could be planted 
at the right time and the timing for storage and harvest could be predicted with a degree of 
accuracy. Just as Stonehenge is famously attuned to the summer solstice , a number of the 
stones in the Mzora stone circle align with significant astronomical phenomena such as the 
summer and winter solstices and equinoctial sunrise and sunsets. 


Mzora megalith, known as the Mzora Stone Circle. (Anual / CC BY-SA 3.0 ) 


The Mzora stone circle is remarkable because it is distinctly unremarkable next to the 
hundreds of remaining stone circles in Europe. It is a testament to the wide reaching networks 
our ancestors managed to achieve and the fact that no matter what they were for, stone circles 
were a crucial part of life and culture in the Neolithic. 


Top image: The Mzora Stone Circle in Northern Morocco. Source: Е mundo con ella / 
YouTube 
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Greek Mythology 


As Greek mythology goes, the 


| never cease to be amazed and amused when someone claims elaborate stone 


circles and structures were all about agriculture. Please consult farmers not other 
researchers. Having been born and raised їп a rural farm town and having farmers 
as friends and family and having discussed this at great length with them over many 
decades...| assure you farmers laugh at the idea of being told when they should plant 
ог harvest. They do these things when Nature tells them to. Nat some bearded 


wonder dressed in robes. They have numerous signs they plant by and you harvest. 
when the crop is ripe. | can't tell how hard they laugh at the notion a farmer needs to 
be told when to plant or harvest. The comments are not kind to the researchers who 


posit such siliness. 
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Sarah P Young is undertaking her masters in archaeology, 


specializing in early human behavior and in particular evidence of 
interaction between humans and Neanderthals. She hopes to 
continue her studies further and complete a doctorate. 
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+ The Green Sahara 


+ Atacama Giant and Cusco [Editorial by Thomas O Mils, Hopi Cultural Center in Second Mesa, Arizona, USA ] Sign Up Now 
Temple linked to Stone Age 
aatopomicu wing 1 am sometimes asked, "How can we help the Hopi People?" Having lived with the Hopi for а 


number of years, | can assure you that they do not need our help. They have been trying to 
help us, all of mankind, from the beginning of time. 
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A petroglyph in Mesa Verde National Park. The boxy spiral shape likely represents the sipapu, 
the place where the Hopi believe they emerged from the earth. ( Public Domain ) 


As a former manager for the Hopi Cultural Center in Second Mesa, Arizona, USA, | have 
always been amazed at how eager a true Hop! is wiling to fast, pray, and devote his time to 
the well being of all races of man, no matter how terrible the Hopi have been treated. 


| am sure that if the Hopi land was fertile, with running water, ой, or minerals, they would have 
been wiped off the face of the earth many years ago. The Guardian, Masaw who told them to 
settle in this location knew what he was doing. The struggle to live in this high desert area runs 
hard and deep in every Hopi, but still, they go forward. They could have chosen any location to 
settle. 
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+ Did David Wyrick Find the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy Grail N 
Ohio? 

+ Star Maps and the Secrets of Senenmut: Astronomical Ceilings and the Hopi Vision 
of Earth 
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+ The Pyramid Complex and the Hopi: Creation Myth Sheds Light on Building Plan 


If 1 had one wish, it would be that things could go back to the way they were before the Hopi 
children were taken from their parents and forced to go to public schools. | know this is very 
unrealistic and many of the progressive, modern Hopi lawyers, teachers, and government 
workers would argue this point. But | feel the old Hopi way was the perfect educational system. 
No child was ever left behind. Besides the child's real parents, they had clan relatives, aunts 
and uncles, Kachina guardians, and the village to fall back on. Each child was taught that it 
was his or her's responsibilty to take care of the elderly, the young, the village and the fields. 
There were many avenues of love, training, and understanding for each child. All doors were 
open. Art, history, astronomy, music, religion, farming, and respect for Mother Earth; a masters. 
class for life for each child, a complete way of living. 


Yet Something is Missing 
There is one item that the Hopi seek. The missing corner of the Fire Clan Tablet. 


In legend, Masaw guided the Hopi across a large ocean, always traveling east, after a great 
flood that covered the Earth. He gave the Hopi a small stone tablet that gave the Hopi 
permission to occupy this land and in doing so, proved that he existed. It is said that before he 
gave the stone tablet to them, he broke off the bottom left corner and told them he was going 
to take the corner back with him across the ocean and that someday in the future their ‘true 
brother" would return with the missing corner and prove their creation story. 


A sketch of what the tablet is said fo look like. This illustration is from the Book of the Hopi, by 
Frank Waters. (Via author) 


One of the elders became so worried as global events mirrored the prophecies that he had 
been taught, he made a replica of what he thought the tablet would look like if the missing 
corner was attached. 
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This ilustration is from The Book of Truth, by Thomas О Mills. (Via author) 


When you compare the tablets you will notice that Water's version left off the pyramid on the 
bottom right-hand corner when he described the tablet in his book. | believe he did this 
because he knew the controversy that might have taken place back in 1963 if it was included. 
What could the Нор have known about the Pyramids? 


Guarded in a Far Off Land 

If the missing corner of the tablet was found here in the Americas it really would not prove very 
much. But if The Guardian, Masaw took the missing corner back to his point of origin, or 
across the sea, then it could prove the Hopi Creation Story true. It's thought ‘How else could 
the missing corner of the stone have traveled across the ocean so many years ago?’ 


The only location where I know that a stone tablet has been protected for thousands of years 
by a guardian is in a small town in Ethiopia, Africa, south of the pyramids, called Axum. This 
tablet is housed in a small chapel called the Ark of the Covenant Church, Chapel of the Tablet, 
ог Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion. This treasury in Axum is reputed to house the Ark of the 
Covenant, but there is no proof to these claims. 


The Chapel of the Tablet at the Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion in Axum is said to house an 
important artifact, allegedly the original Ark of the Covenant — but what if it's something else? 
(Adam Cohn/ CC BY-SA 3.0) 


Whatever is inside the church is guarded around the clock by a guardian, 24 hours a day. No 
one is allowed to see the stone inside. Once a year, on January 18th and 19th, it is paraded 
around (while covered) through the city in what is called the Timkat Procession, which is the 
most important ceremony of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
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Ethiopian Orthodox priests during a Тітка! procession, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. (GillPenney/ CC. 
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Orthodox priests dancing in front of Saint Mary church for 2015 Timkat in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. (Jean Rebiffé / CC BY 40) 
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The Mystery Hidden Inside 
If they had the Ark of the Covenant ог a piece of the Ten Commandments inside - why keep it 


а secret? Wouldn't you want to show everyone and prove your creation story? But if you only 
had a small piece of the Hopi Fire Clan Tablet and instructions to wait for your long lost brother 
to ask for it, you might keep it a secret. 


My Hopi friends have always told me that the Bahana (their long lost brother from across the 
ocean) would come from the east and have a red hat or red cloak. Could this red box contain 
the missing corner of the Fire Clan Tablet? It may be. 


А man holds aloft a covered box for the Тітка! procession. (Source: Selamta.net) 


Bringing the Fire Clan Tablet Back 
In my mind, the only way to help the Hopi may be to go to Axum and convince the Guardian 

protecting the stone tablet to bring it to America on December 21st. Each year the Hopi wait 
on the ancient trail leading up Third Mesa to the vilage of Oraibi for the true Bahana to bring 
them the missing corner of the Fire Clan Tablet. They май at sunrise on the morning of the 

winter solstice and pray for his return and the return of the stone. 


Ifthe two stone pieces matched up, it could potentially 
-prove the Hopi Creation Story, 
-prove Masaw existed, 


-explain how global warming and our melting polar ice caps are Earth's biggest problem at the 
present time, 


~and tell the world that all the Hopi struggles and hard work have not been in vain. 


Painting of Hopi man returning home. (From author's collection) 


Speaking with the Guardians 
In 1936, Hopi scholar Edmund Nequatewa wrote Truth of a Hopi, where he talks about the 


return of their long-lost brother: 


‘Most everybody was anxious ta see the Bahana come, for they were 


[1 


afraid that he might nol come during their lifetime and they would not be able 
to enjoy all the benefits that he was to bring back with him — for the Bahana 


was supposed to bring great knowledge with him. These people were telling 


their children that the Bahana was wise and with his inventions had reached 


the rising sun and was coming 


to them again, for they had seen the big 
eastern star and that was a sign and they were waiting for him. Every 

grandfather and grandmother was telling their children that they were growing 
во old that they would not see the Bahana. They would tell their grandchildren 
to go out in the mornings before sunrise with sacred corn-meal to ask the sun 


to hurry the Bahana along so that he would come soon. 99 


Great strides would be made if someone with access could bring these issues to Ihe. 
Guardians protecting the Chapel of the Tablets; show them the illustration of the Hopi tablet, 
and request their help, 


Thomas O. Mills, Former Manager of the Hopi Cultural Center 


Thomas О. Mills is author of Stonehenge, If This Was East , and The Book Of Truth: A 
New Perspective on the Hopi Creation Story. Mills uses his knowledge of the Hopi 
Ceremonial Cycles to connect ancient sites around the worl. 


Top Image: Detail of Painting of Hopi man returning home. By Homer Coayama, ‘Hopi Man 
Coming Home From the Field’ (From author's collection) 


By Thomas O. Mills 
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Login or Regist 


in order to comment. 


THOMAS о. MILLS WROTE ON э JULY 2020 11:49 
Morning Bountiful 1 would like to see the picture. Сап you send It to my e-mail 
tmills1870@aol.com 

Who was the Guardian that brought it from Egypt? What Mesa did they bury it 
оп? Thanks for letting те know. tom 


Thomas O. Mills 


BOUNTIFUL FAVOR WROTE ON 8 JULY, 2020 -23:27 
1 know where the tablet is. It was brought here from Egypt in 1912 and taken and 
buried on Hopi land in 1989, by the Guardian. It came from a King that wore a red 
robe. | have a picture of it. 


IAMTHELOSTONEDI 


WROTE ON 5 FEBRUARY, 2020 - 4:13 
Sorry | didn't think to put an email so i's brandy27.2014@gmail.com 


lamthelostone 


GARY J MEADE WROTE ON 4 FEBRUARY, 2020 - 15:27 
| ат intrigued by the thought of an Ethiopian connection. | just did a search for 
Ethiopian carving and | came across this type of images. https://external- 
content.duckduckgo.comviu/? 
ttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.picelickimg.com%2Fd%2F1400%2Fpict⁄2F152930823 
726_%2FANTIQUE-AFRICAN-TRIBAL-ART-CARVED-WOOD-FIGURE- 
STATUE jpg&f-t&nofb-t When | saw it I was amazed. I am not sure if the carving 
is from an actual Ethiopian tribe but | do know that | have one just like itin my 


possession. It was among my grandmothers collection of statues and carvings. She 
was an artist and a healer and traveled the world. When she passed in 2015, | 
gathered our family history and household goods and secured them. | find it 
interesting that the tablet in question has a headless figure in one side, considering 
the carving | have is a bust from the neck up and is carved from solid ebony which is 
wood but hard as stone. In fact, | almost brought it with me to Hopi. 


GARY J MEADE WROTE ON 4 FEBRUARY, 2020 - 15:13 
What just happened to all of the comments in this thread? There were 17, now there 
are two plus this one. Strange. 
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As Greek mythology goes, the 


universe was once a big soup of. 


nothin. Then, two things 
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created the universe as we know it 
or Ouranos and Tethys gave birth to 
the first beings, 


happened: r Gaia 


лз MNUARI 2022 00:42 маякынкнам 
Palatkwapi-Sedona: City of the 
Star People 

A legend among the Норі states that there 
was once a great temple city of wisdom built 
by the Star People, the Kachinas. Many of 
the Hopi clans visited this city during their 
respective migrations. 


39 APRIL, 2021 -20:05 DR. BENJAMIN B. 


Ainu And Hopi Take To The Sky 
The ancient Chinese and South Asian 


cultures reflected an early interest in the idea 
that one could build a machine to take to the 
air, even ifthe technology to be able to do so 
was not yet. 


101981, 2018 
Dances with Snakes: The Real 
Reason for the Hopi Snake 
Dance - Part II 

The day prior to the final Snake Dance 
performance in the plaza, before sunrise with 
Orion and Sirius rising, tuo warriors ofthe 
Snake society make several circuits around 
the Snake and Antelope. 


17 sune, 2021-0228 canvoavio 
Hopi Prophecy and the End of 
the Fourth World - Part 1 

More than any other tribe in North America, 
the Hopi Indians have developed according 
to the dictates and demands of what may be 
called a legacy of prophecy. The predictions 
of the ife to come do. 


READ MORE 


READ LATER 


17 FEBRUARI, 2020-150 ED WHELAN 
Rock Art Puzzle of Pueblo 
People Solved 

А mysterious series of petroglyphs made by 
the Puebio people of southwestern United 
States have been deciphered. These 
beautiful examples of rock art have been 
proven to record the passage ofthe. 


[risum] 


APRIL, 2013-18: GARY A. DAVID 
Dances with Snakes: The Real 
Reason for the Hopi Snake 
Dance 

For thousands of years the Hopi tribe of 
northern Arizona has performed a secretive, 
sacred ceremony that embodies the manifold 
and richly evocative archetypal nature of the 
serpent. In modern times. 
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сЗ The Ancient City of Jericho: The Oldest 
City in the World 


READ LATER | [ PRINT 


Located in the Palestinian West Bank, Jericho's clalm to fame lies in being the oldest. 
continually inhabited city in the world. Surrounded by springs, the city has attracted humans for 


thousands of years, and archaeologists have unearthed over 20 different settlement layers 
that go back as far as 11,000 years! 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY The Seven Trumpets of Jericho, by James Tissot. ( Public domain ) 


TheAn y of Jericho in the Bible 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 
66 1078 Lord ssid to dostun, “Son, | have delvared dericho hio your handa, 
along with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with all the 


armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of гате 


horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the cily seven 
bl 


times, with the prie: ig the trumpets. When you hear them sound а 


long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the 


wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in. 


Joshua 62-5 99 


The ancient city of Jericho is well known from the Biblical story where God commands Joshua 
to destroy the city because of its inhabitants disobedience to God, as the above abstract. 
mentions. But the story of the city goes back to about 8,000 BC when it was occupied during 
the Natufian period , making the structures in it the oldest man-made structures on Earth. 


+ 11 of the Most Ancient and Continually Occupied Cities in the World 
+ Sounding the Horns of Doom at the Battle of Jericho — Part | 


The Battle of Jericho is an amazing tale, with the description of the Ark of the Covenant and 
the trumpets used as a weapon under the command of Joshua and the orders of God himself. 
It wasn't just a simple fight; these weapons were so powerful that they were capable of 
completely destroying an entire city in seven days. With the exception of a prostitute—who was 
thought to have betrayed her fellow citizens—and her family, every single living being died. 
After that the city was cursed by Joshua to never be built again. Nevertheless, the city was 
rebuilt many times after that event 


Jericho was a city heavily fortified and stocked with enough food and water to last for months. 
It would have taken many months—even years—to destroy such a city, and yet Joshua did it, 

PARTNERS according to the Bible, in seven days. Ancient astronaut theorists have argued that some 
kind of superior weaponry provided by external, perhaps even alien, interference was used in 
the destruction of Jericho. This is a mystery still unresolved. 


Birdseye view of the unearthed foundations at Tell es-Sultan in Jericho and the surrounding 
area in 2008. ( Public domain ) 


Excavations at Tell Es-Sultan in Jericho 

Jericho attracted the attention of archaeologists since it was first identified and excavated in 
1868 by Charles Warren as part of the Palestine Exploration Fund. His work centered on Tell 
es-Sultan, just a couple of kilometers north of Jericho center. Warren believed this to be the 


site of ancient Jericho due to the existence of an important spring. This spring, known as 
Elisha's Spring, is famed as being the location where Elisha was healed according to the Bible. 


Excavations have unearthed walls, which have been subject of much discussion and research 
due to their importance for evaluating the historicity of the Biblical narrative of the ancient 
Israelite invasion of Canaan, The Biblical narrative desoribes the city as having nearly 
impregnable walls, which were intimidating to anyone who tried to take the city. 


Remains of a tower at Tell es-Sultan in ancient Jericho. (Salamandra123 / CC BY-SA 3.0 ) 


Some claim that the archaeological evidence has verified the Biblical story is accurate, with 
excavations showing that Jericho was once fortified and that it was subsequently attacked and 
burned sometime in the middle or late Bronze Age between 1550 BC and 1400 BC. 


+ The Walls of Jericho: How Accurate Was the Biblical Account? 
© How a Woman Toppled the Legend of the Walls of Jericho: The Legacy of Kathleen 


Kenyon 


In the same way, these archaeological findings at Jericho do not necessarily prove that the 
Biblical narrative happened exactly as described, but they do lend credence to the story 
described on the pages of the Bible,” argued Caleb Strom in Ancient Origins . “Although 
sometimes archaeology casts doubt on traditional stories about the past, other times it 


confirms them in surprising ways." 


Excavations by Kathleen Kenyon from the 1950s discovered 17 early Bronze Age walls, some 
of which showed signs of destruction by earthquakes and others showing signs of destruction 
by nomadic invaders. In fact, Willem Boshoff explains that her work concluded that Jericho's 
walls did not correspond to Biblical Joshua's assumed time slot, predating the assumed date 
by centuries and finding that much of the wall rubble actually dated to the Early Bronze Age. 
During her excavations Kenyan also discovered an 8.5 meter (28 ft) stone tower dating back to 


8,000 BC, making it one of the earliest stone constructions ever built 


The Mount of Temptation in Jericho. ( Aleksandar Todorovic / Adobe Stock) 


Visiting Jericho 

This historic ойу, with more than 10,000 years of history, clearly deserves a visit if you're in the 
West Bank in Palestine. Due to check points, Ils easier to get there from Ramallah. The main 
attraction is of course the Jericho Tell, or Tell al-Sultan, which can be found 2.5 kilometers from 
Jericho's main square. This ancient settlement mound is 21 meters (69 fi) high, and while i 
may be hard to decipher for the untrained eye, this is a fundamental location for understanding 
the history of human civilization as the world’s oldest continually inhabited city. 


Another important location is the Mount of Temptation, a stunning pilgrimage site where Jesus 
is said to have fasted after being baptized by John the Baptist. If you don't feel like walking up 
the steep path, there is a cable car to take you there. 


Тор image: Tell al-Sultan in Jericho is an archaeological site with remains dating back to 
10,000 BC. Source: Robert Hoetink / Adobe Stock 
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Archaeologist . Available at: https://www.thearchaeologist.org/blog/ancient 
the-first-walled-city-in-history 
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DIRTYBASSTURDS WROTE ON 1 OCTOBER, 2015 -08:26 
this article claims Jericho to be the oldest man made structure on earth. not so. 
check gobekli tepe. 
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Reconstruction Reveals True 


of Lead Discovered in Gaza 
Deep in the heart of the hotly contested 
Palestinian strip of Gaza, а 2,000-year-old 
lead sarcophagus has been unearthed, 
believed to hail from the illustrious Roman 
ега. Located just 500 meters (0.3. 


Face of 9,000-Year-Old Jericho 
Skull 

The face of the famous plastered Jericho 
‘Skull, which was found in the Palestinian city 
of Jericho in 1953, has been fully recreated 
ма 3D-imaging technology, revealing exactly 
what the man to whom. 


seo tre 


1 ay, 2022- 19:57 JOANNA GILLAN 
Bizarre Mortuary Practices and 
the Jericho Plastered Skulls 
Jericho (also called Tell es-Sultan ) is a city 
with an incredibly rich history located in the. 
Palestinian West Bank, near the Jordan 
River, some 55 kilometers (34 mi) from 
Jerusalem. Besides being. 


READ MORE 
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One-Kilometer Zip Line Over 
Historic Old City in Jerusalem 


Causes Outrage 
In a surprising new move, a one kilometer zip 


line and cable car have been approved in 
Jerusalem to take tourists over the historical 
Old City, causing outrage in sorne circles. 
The ambitious urban. 
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Ancient Precious Stone Ring 
Found In Israel: Cure For 


Hangovers? 
A centuries-old spectacular precious stone 


ring has been recovered from an excavation 
site in the city of Yavne in central Israel, the 
Israel Antiquities Authority has announced 


25 FEBRUARY, 2022. 12:58 NATHAN FALDE 
Construction Project Digs Up 
2,000-Year-Old Roman 
Cemetery in Gaza 


A construction crew working at a residential 
building site in northern Gaza in Palestine 
unearthed a most unexpected and historically 
significant find. While digging deep into the 


bedrock, the. 
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Masyaf Castle, the Seat of the Assassins 
[mestre] [вит] 


Fans of the popular video game series Assassin's Creed would be familiar with the castle of 
Masyaf in Syria. In the series, the castle of Masyaf was the headquarters of the notorious 
Assassins, and this is not fiction - Masyaf was indeed once home to the much feared ancient 
order of assassins 


During the late 11th century, an order of Nizari Ismailles was formed in Persia and Syria by a 
man called Hassan-i Sabbah. These were the notorious Hashshashins who captured many 


mountain fortresses and posed a threat to Sunni Seljuk authority in Persia. Perhaps the 


Hashshashin, from which the name ‘assassins’ derives, were mast famous for the way they got 
rid of their opponents — through highly-skilled assassinations. 


Based on archaeological evidence, it has been suggested that the castle of Masyaf was built 
during the time of the Byzantines, constructed on top of a natural limestone hill that rose above 
the surrounding plain and village. This gave the castle a strategic position which allowed its 
‘occupants to oversee and control the region. The Assassins first occupied the castle in A.D. 
1141 when they captured it from the Sanqur, who held it for the Banu Mungidh of Shayzar, one 
of the petty Islamic dynasties in the region during the 12 th century AD. 


The castle of Masyaf as it stands today. Source: Wikipedia 


The Assassins were notorious throughout the region for their efficiency at dispatching thelr 
enemies. This gave them a degree of political power that some of the bigger powers in the 
Middle East were not comfortable with. Thus, Masyaf became a target for those who were 
brave enough to make an attempt at breaking the power of the Assassins. This endeavour was 
undertaken by no less an illustrious character as Saladin, the first Sultan of Egypt and Syria 
and the founder of the Ayyubid dynasty. 


Saladin's siege of the castle in 1176 A.D., however, ended in failure. According to legend, while 
Saladin was asleep beneath Masyaf, an Assassin managed to infiltrate his tent. Saladin awoke 
1o catch a glimpse of this figure as he was leaving the tent. A poisaned cake or hot scones with 
a poisoned dagger were left on the side of Saladin's bed. This pastry was accompanied by a 
note warning Saladin that he would be killed if he did not withdraw. Fearing for his Ме, Saladin 
chose to make peace with the Assassins. 


‘Saladin the Great' by DanarArt 


Nevertheless, the Assassins were not invincible. In 1260 A.D., Masyaf and three other 
Assassin fortresses surrendered to the invading Mongols. The Mongol victory was short-lived, 
however, as they were defeated by the Mamelukes at the Battle of ‘Ayn Jalut in the same year. 
‘Once the Mongols were expelled from Syria, the Assassins were back in control of Masyaf. 
Ten years later, the Mamelukes under their sultan, Baibars, took control of Masyaf. Whilst the 
Assassins eventually disbanded, the castle remained a part of the landscape. 


In 2000, conservation work began оп the castle of Masyaf. This project, completed in 2008, 
has consolidated and restored the crumbling structure. Moreover, it has provided us with a 
much better understanding of the Assassins when they occupied the castle. For instance, the 


project discovered a tunnel that is believed to have been a secret escape passage. In addition, 
a system of channels designed to carry rain water into cisterns beneath the castle was also 
uncovered. This is further evidence that the castle was designed to withstand long periods of 
enemy siege. Yet, the castle is not without its luxuries, as attested by the finding of a traditional 
bath house. 


Tunnel inside Masyaf Castle. Image source: TripAdvisor 


It may be worth pointing out that the castle of Masyaf does not exist as an isolated point in the 
landscape, but co-exists with the neighbouring old city of Masyaf. Thus, the conservators, who 
took into account the urban context of the castle, made an effort to conserve and enhance the 
old city, upgraded the markets and pedestrian areas and created more attractive facilities for 
tourists. By taking these measures, the local population would benefit fram the tourism 
industry, and would probably work to preserve the castle, as they have a stake in it. Thus, by 
involving the local population, such ancient monuments may be protected for future 
generations to come. 


Featured image: Masyaf by Raphael-Lacoste 
By Dhwty 
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The Minaret of Jam is a 12 th century tower located where the Hari River meets the River Jam in the 
Sharhrak district of Afghanistan. Standing 65 meters above the valley, itis the only surviving monument of 
the 12 th century Ghurid Empire, Afghanistan's last great indigenous empire, now known as the Lost City of 
Turquoise Mountain. It remains as a lasting legacy of a period in which Jews, Christians, and Muslims lived 
side-by-side in harmony, united by thelr commonalities rather than divided by thelr differences. 


The Turquoise Mountain (Firozkoh) is the legendary lost Afghan capital of the Middle Ages. Reputedly a 
prospering multicultural centre and one of the greatest cities of its age, itis also believed the ancient city 
was the home of a Jewish trading community, documented by inscriptions on tombstones found in the 
1950s. Ögedei Khan, son of Genghis Khan, destroyed the capital in the early 1220s, marking its loss to 
history. 


The Minaret of Jam rests on an octagonal base and consists of four cylindrical shafts resting on top of one 
another, and getting progressively smaller as they get higher. It is made of fired brick and lime mortar, with 
two wooden balconies and a lantern at the top. Its exterior is decorated in exquisite detail, covered with 
brick, stucco, and glazed tiles, which contain intricate inscriptions of alternating bands of kufic and naskhi 
calligraphy, geometric patterns, and verses from the Qur'an, 
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The Minaret of Jam, Afghanistan (Public Domain) 


The actual dating of the minaret is unclear. Written in Arabic, it could read 1193/4 or 1174/5. The unclear 
dating makes it difficult to determine the reason that the minaret was erected. It could have been built to 
commemorate the Ghurid sultan Ghiyas ud-Din's victory over the Ghaznevids in 1186 in Lahor. However, in 
the 1970s, British Archeologist and Director of the British Institute of Afghan Studies Dr. Ralph Pinder-Wilson 
conducted a major study of the minaret, concluding that it was built to commemorate the victory of Mu'izz 
ad-Din, over Prithviraj Chauhan, 


Timurid conqueror Babur advancing through the mountains to Kabul, 1502. The Minaret of Jam can be seen 
in the background. Image source: Wikipedia 


It has been speculated that the minaret was once attached to a mosque that was washed away in a flash 
flood, prior to the Mongol sieges. Archaeologists have found physical evidence that a large courtyard 
building once existed beside the minaret. In Central Asia, it was common to build single, massive towers as 
a sign of political power. It is said that the minaret is both strikingly large and visible due to its size, yet 
mostly concealed from the world, due to its location within the valley. 


The minaret was actually forgotten for many centuries. It was rediscovered in 1886 by Sir Thomas Holdich, 
forgotten again, and rediscovered in 1957. The religious aspects of the minaret are very apparent. One 
visitor notes: "This chapter, called Maryam, tells of the Virgin Mary and Jesus, both venerated in Islam, and 
of prophets such as Abraham and Isaac. It's a text that emphasises what Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
have in common, rather than their differences. It seems the Ghorids placed the text here to appeal for 
harmony and tolerance in the land, a message that is more relevant now than ever." 


Visitors to the Minaret of Jam can ascend to the top using a set of stairs shaped like a double-helix. The 
steps first end in an open chamber, where visitors can look out aver the rivers and nearby scenery. A 

second set of stairs can be taken to the top to view the lantern gallery. However, very few visitors ever make 
itto the minaret, as it is a long, difficult journey, filed with many dangers and threats, including local bandits, 
abduction, or execution by insurgents. In Afghanistan, the Minaret of Jam is certainly located in the middle of 
a very dangerous area of today's world. 


Inside the minaret is a set of stairs shaped like a double-hellx. Image source: Bestourism 


The Minaret of Jam was declared to be a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2002. It is currently threatened by 
seepage from the waters of the rivers on which it stands, erosion, vibrations from road-construction nearby, 
threats of intentional destruction, and the continuation of ilegal archeological digs. With no extensive 
restoration taking place since the minaret was constructed, and litle funding to conduct any repairs, itis 
unsure whether the minaret can be preserved, or if its doomed to crumble. 


Numerous archaeological remains of the lost city of Turquoise Mountain were once found around the 
Minaret, including marble friezes, ivory chess sets, gold, and pottery, but with the Allied invasion of 
Afghanistan in 2001, the Taliban's hold on ancient places broke, leaving the Ghor Province open to pillagers. 
After the invasion, hundreds of diggers flocked to the Minaret to uncover lost gold. And uncover they did. 
There remains very litle of the city, and many of the treasures that were in the city have now been sold in 
markets in Herat, Kabul, and Teheran. 


"The villagers had clearly succeeded where the archaeologists had failed and had uncovered an ancient 
city" said Rory Stewart, Director of the non-profit Turquoise Mountain Foundation . The Foundation was 
founded to create jobs, teach skills and foster national identity. It is based in Kabul, and aims to regenerate 
historic urban areas, renew traditional Afghan arts and architecture, and promote sustainable development 
of Afghanistan's craft industry. 


Featured image: The Minaret of Jam, Afghanistan. Credit: Keith Melinick 
Sources: 
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JOE STITZEL WROTE ON 20 FEBRUARY, 2016 -22:44 
Looks like an ancient rocket, which never got to launch :( 


JOE STITZEL WROTE ON 20 FEBRUARY, 2016 -22:40 
Let it remain untouched, as mans violent past, Stil today sustains. Its inscriptions are largely 
ignored, greed, war and ignorance continue, man is always quick to judge and slow to change. But 
this monument is a true test If his created Stone, will outlast him; or will man outgrow his, inner 
most demons ? 

1 sincerely hope terrorists of any kind, don't get to it and raise it ( 

Remaining untouched, it seems it has, everlasting luck ! So far, And it has made it into Ancientness 
) 


If only it's builders could see it now. 
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The Plain of Jars on the Xieng Khouang plain of Laos is one of the most enigmatic 
archaeological points of interest on Earth. The unusual scattering of thousands of megalithic 
jars across nearly one hundred sites deep in the mountains of northern Laos has fascinated 
archaeologists and scientists ever since their discovery in the 1930s. 


A New Date for the Plain of Jars 


The Plain of Jars is made up of at least 3,000 giant stone jars up to three meters (9.8 feet) tall 
Until recently, the Plain of Jars was believed to date to the Iron Age (500 BC to 500 AD). 
However, a new study published in the journal PLOS One reveals that some of the massive 
jars could be more than 3,000 years old. 


The research also shows that the human burials were interred in the ground beside the jars 
between 700 and 1,200 years ago. As the researchers state, these new dates for the unusual 
site known as the Plain of Jars demonstrate that it was “important for a very long time." 
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Most of the megalithic jars are made of sandstone but there are others carved out of much 
harder granite and limestone. One of the big mysteries about the site is how the massive. 
jars, some weighing up to 10 metric tons, were dragged from the quarry to be placed in 
groupings up to 10 km (6.2 miles) away. In the recent study, the researchers touched on this 
conundrum, writing, "Whether the completed jars were dragged on some form of wooden 
rollers or sledge remains speculative." 
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View of megalithic jars at Site 52 of the Plain of Jars. ( Shewan et al. 2021/PLOS ONE) Sign Up for Premium 
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How Were the Jars Constructed? 


Because most of the jars have lip rims, itis presumed that all of them were originally covered 
with lids. And although a few stone lids have been recorded, itis more likely that the main 
material used for the coverings was wood or rattan 


Is this a stone lid for one of the massive jars? ( cornfield /Adobe Stock) 


The jars appear to have been manufactured wilh a degree of knowledge of what materials and 
techniques were suitable. It is assumed that Plain of Jars’ people used iron chisels to 
manufacture them, although no conclusive evidence for this exists. Little is known about the 
people who carved the huge containers, and the jars themselves give little clue as to thelr 
origins or purpose. 


According to local legend, the jars were created by a race of giants , whose king needed 
somewhere to store his rice wine. The wine was to be consumed at a great feast to celebrate 
an illustrious military victory thousands of years ago. 


Laos, Plain of Jars with Hmong girls. (Oliver Spalt/ CC BY SA 2.5) 


Legend tells of an evil king, named Chao Angka, who oppressed his people so terribly that 
they appealed to a good king to the north, named Khun Jeuam, to liberate them. Khun Jeuam 
and his army came, and after waging a huge battle on the plain, they defeated Chao Angka. 


One Explanation - Catching Rainwater 

Some specialists claim that the effort required to have made so many jars suggests they were 
designed to capture rainwater during monsoon season and later bolling it for use by caravans 
passing through the region, 


Plain of Jars, Phonsavan, Xieng Khuang province, Laas. ( flu4022 /Adobe Stock) 


The Plain of Jars as an Extensive Burial Site 

That is one alternative, however most archaeologists believe that the jars were used as 
funerary urns . Excavations have supported this interpretation with the discovery of human 
remains, burial goods, and ceramics around the stone jars. 


itis believed that the jars were used to place the corpses of deceased people - they were left 
inside the jars to decompose or ‘distil’, a practice that has been common in Thailand and 
Laos, but usually in pits. It is believed that the bodies were left in the jars for the soft tissue to 
decompose and the body to dry out before being cremated, Once they had been cremated 
the ashes would have been returned to the urns, or perhaps buried in a sacred place, freeing 
the jars for re-use to decompose another body. 
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A group of stone jars at the Plain of Jars, Thong Hai Hin Site 1, at Thomghaihin near the town. 
of Phonsavan in the province Xieng Khuang in Laos in Southeast Asia. ( cornfield /Adobe 
Stock) 


Other Recent Findings at the Plain of Jars 

In 2016, archaeologists Dougald O'Reilly and Nicholas Skopal, from the Australian National 
University, and colleagues announced their discovery of 15 new sites containing 137 new 
examples of the more than 1500-year-old massive jars. 


‘The new sites show that the distribution of the jars is wider than previously thought. This 


irch brings the total number of jars to over 400, which strongly suggests to the team of 
archaeologists that “there may be thousands more spread across the entire site". 


Recent digs have also revealed 18 mare examples of human remains, of which over 60% 
were infants or babies. Researchers have also established that almost half of the children 
had died when they were in early infancy or still fetuses. 


A team of researchers from the University of Melbourne, who excavated a popular part of the 
Plain of Jars, known as ‘Site 1,’ support the idea of it having been primarily used for burial 
practices. Lead author Louise Shewan told IFL Science that “Site 1 contained three types of 
mortuary ritual practices: secondary burial of human bone, secondary burial of human 
remains in buried ceramic jars , and for the first time, a primary burial of two individuals". 


* Dead Baby Burial Vessels, Or Catchers Of The Rain? You Decide 
+ Ten Unsolved Ancient Archaeological Mysteries 
* Canopic Jars belonging to a ‘Lady of the House’ Preserved in High Priest's Tomb 


Speaking on the diversity of burial styles, Dougald O'Reilly said: “Our research, while in 
preliminary stages, has revealed a wide range of mortuary practices . Such diversity of 
practice in disposal of the dead is uncommon in one culture... there may be several 
explanations for this diversity and we hope to establish why this is the case.” 


Researchers have also found beautifully-carved discs with geometrical images of concentric 
circles, human figures, and animals, all of which were discovered buried with their decorated 
sides positioned face-down. Some researchers claim they are probably burial markers 
However, as noted above, most of the human deposits were made much later than the jars 
were created, 


Mystery of the Plain of Jars, Phonsavan, Laos, Southeast Asia . ( samantoniophoto /Adobe 
Stock) 


Very Real Dangers at the Plain of Jars 
There are stil many mysteries surrounding the Plain of Jars, but unfortunately archaeological 


Work is slowed by the fact that this is one of the most dangerous archaeological sites in the 
world. 


There are literally thousands of tons of unexploded bombs, land mines, and other unexploded 
military ordnance scattered over the plains. These munitions contaminate more than 35% of 
the province's total land area and continue to threaten the lives of the 200,000 people who 
now live in Xieng Khouang. 


Rusty metal bomb casings and defused unexploded ordnance found in Phonsavan, Xieng 
Khouang Province, Laos. ( cornfield /Adobe Stock) 


Top Image: Plain of Jars, Phonsavan, Xieng Khuang province, Laos. Source: elnavegante 
Adobe Stock 
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Time is a cruel mistress, and nothing lasts forever. Eventually, even the greatest of empires 
and cities are doomed to crumble. Over the centuries, many once-prosperous towns have 
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been abandoned and fallen into ruin. This can be due to warfare or natural disasters, or 
sometimes plain old bad luck. We've gathered six famous towns and cities from history which 
were ultimately abandoned and left to the sands of time. 


1.Fabbriche di Careggine: Tuscany's Sunken Village 

Fabbriche di Careggine is located in the province of Lucca in Tuscany, It dates back lo the 
13th century AD but sadly has been abandoned since 1947. Why was this аус ite Tuscan 
Vilage with its beautiful 13th-century architecture discarded? 


This abandoned city was left behind for the same reason sites throughout history have been 

GREEK MYTHOLOGY abandoned: human development. In 1947, construction work on a dam on the nearby Edron 
River began. When it was completed, the nearby Lake Vagli was artificially flooded and the 
evacuation of Fabbriche di Careggine was ordered, with its residents being forced to relocate 
to nearby towns. 


Today, Fabbriche di Careggine sits under around 9 million gallons (34 million cubic meters) of 


NORSE MYTHOLOGY 
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water, making it dificult to visit. Since its original flooding, the small village has been drained 
four times: in 1958, 1974, 1983, and 1994. The company that owns the lake, Enel, reportedly 
planned on emptying it once again in 2016, but the plans were put on hold. 


Likewise, there was much excitement in 2021, when Enel announced plans to drain the lake 
again that year, but this didn't go ahead. It seems likely that the lake will be drained again at 
some point in the near future, offering a glimpse into this historic abandoned city. 


+ 14 Stunning Pictures of Ancient Ghost Towns 
+ The Haunted Ruins of Khara Khoto, The Black City of Mongolia 


One of several Italian abandoned cities, Fabbriche di Careggine now lies underwater the 
majority of the time. The lake was drained in 1994, allowing this rare photo. ( Public Domain ) 


2.Chinguetti: An Abandoned Trade Center 
Chinguetti is located in northern Mauritania on the Adrar Plateau. This location has been 


inhabited in some form or another for thousands of years. A city was first founded there in 777 
AD, and by the 11th century had become a trading hub for a confederation of local tribes called 
the Sanhaja. 


The city’s success lay in the fact it sat at a crossroads for trade routes. Over time, the Sanhaja 
tribes began to interact with and then merged with the Almoravid dynasty, headed at the time 

by Abdallah ibn Yasin. This was а Berber Muslim dynasty with strict religious views. The city’s 
stark, undecorated architecture reflects these views. 


Between the 11th and 13th centuries, the city saw a period of decline. It was re-founded in the 
13th century as a fortified trade center for trade caravans crossing the Sahara. The fortified 
walls were lost centuries ago, but many of the buildings in the center of Chinguetti today are 
from this period, 


Between the 13th and 17th centuries, the city became a religious center. Every year, 
thousands of Sunni pilgrims who were traveling to Mecca would gather in Chinguelti to trade, 
gossip, and pray before moving on. 


At its peak, the city was home to around 20,000 people; today, that number is down to a few 


thousand. Now, rather than being a trade center, the city is largely abandoned. Those who 
remain make their living through tourism. The city is isolated and at 65 miles from the nearest 
tar, hard to reach, 


Conservation efforts are ongoing to save the city, but the simple fact is that unless things 
change, one day Chinguetti will be completely abandoned. The neighboring Sahara desert is 
creeping ever southward and will soon devour the city completely through desertification. Even 
if efforts to slow desertification by heritage experts are successful, the city will stil become 
largely unlivable, becoming an archaeological site more than anything. 


+ The Ancient Ruins of Salamis, the Once Thriving Port City of Cyprus 
+ Ani: The Ghost City of 1001 Churches 


Chinguetti in Mauritania dates back to the 6th century AD, but like other abandoned cities, it 
has been slowly deserted. ( Overflightstock / Adobe Stock) 


3.Craci Beautiful Ghost Town 
Alot of factors can lead to a town or city being abandoned. In the case af Craco, a historic 
ghost town and commune in Matera, Italy, it was faulty plumbing, 


The area around Craco has been populated for thousands of years. Tombs found in the area 
date back to at least the 8th century BC, and we know that the ancient Greeks moved into the 
area around 540 BC after moving inland from the nearby coastal town of Metaponto. The town 
as itis known today, however, dates back to 1060 AD. 


At that time, the land was owned by the archbishop of Tricarico, Arnaldo. He named the town 
Craco and its surrounding area Graculum. From the early days of the city's founding, it had a 
close relationship with the church. 


Over the following decades, the town quickly grew. From 1154 to 1168, it was controlled by the 
nobleman Eberto, and in 1178 it passed over to Roberto of Pietrapertosa. Between 1198 and 
1212, the town became an important military center, with its Castle Tower acting as a jail ог 
Lombard prisoners who had risen up against the Holy Roman Empire. 


In 1276, Craco got its own university. This led to a papulation surge over the following 


centuries; the population went from 450 people in 1277 to 1718 at its peak in 1532. Around 
that time, four palazzi (palaces) were also developed in the town: the Palazzo Maronna, 
Palazzo Grossi, Palazzo Carbone, and Palazzo Simonetti 


In 1656, a dreadful plague struck, which led to hundreds dying and a drastic drop in 
population. More unrest came to the town in 1799, with the rise of the Parthenopean Republic, 
Which was a short-lived semi-autonomous republic based in the Kingdom of Naples. 


‘The republic's proclamation led to the townspeople overthrowing the traditional Bourbon feudal 
system. It all only lasted а few months, after the army of Holy Faith was sent in, the town once 
again bowed down to the Bourbon monarchy 


Craco saw bloodshed in 1861, when the unification of Italy saw the town conquered by bands 
of brigands led by Carmine Crocco. Sadly, an end to civil strife didn't mean Craco could return 
to prosperity. From 1892 to 1922, many people migrated out of the area to North America due 
to repeated poor harvests. 


Craco's abandonment began in 1963, when it had to be evacuated due to a series of 
landslides and many of the inhabitants moved into the nearby Craco Peschiera Valley. It seems 
the landslides were first brought on by leaks in the city's aging sewer and water infrastructure, 


Hopes of repopulation were dashed when the town was hit by a serious flood in 1972, which 
caused more damage. The Irpinia earthquake of 1980 sealed the town's fate. Today, the city is 
а popular tourist attraction and filming location, with several TV shows and films being shot on 
location in the last couple of decades. 


The abandoned city of Craco, Italy was motivated by a combination of factors ( Tupungato / 
Adobe Stock) 


4.Gamsutl: A Village in the Clouds 


Сати! is located on Mount Gamsutimeer in Dagestan, Russia, and is one of the region's 
oldest settlements. The reason this village was abandoned becomes clear when one considers 
it sits around 4,600 feet (1,400 meters) above sea level. 


Gamsutl means ‘at the foot of the khan's fortress,’ which gives us an important clue as to the 
village's history. It is believed the site was once the site of a fortress for a local khan whose 
name has been lost to time, and that a small community then sprung up around the structure. 


The theory makes sense; the area is surrounded by natural defenses, such as uneasy cliffs 
and perilous slopes, which would make an attack next to impossible. It is believed the site has 
been inhabited for 2,000 to 5,000 years, and at its peak had 300 homes. 


Surprisingly, despite the area's harsh conditions and remoteness, Сати! was stil a busy 
village well into the 20th century, with its own shops, post office, and even a hospital. Over 
time, however, the locals, especially the younger generations, began to move away, looking for 
better livelihoods elsewhere. 


The town was officially abandoned in 2015, with the death of the town's last loyal resident, 
Abdulhalil Abdulhalilov. Today, this ancient stronghold is a ghost town; all hat's left are the 
rotting vestiges of 70 abandoned homes. 


Like other abandoned cities, Gamsut! lost residents over centuries rather than all at once 
(Vladimir Varfolomeev / СС BY NC 2.0) 


5.Suakin: Abandoned for its Neighbor 

Suakin, also known as Sawakin, is a historic port city in northeastern Sudan on the Red Sea's 
north coast. The city was an important trade hub for thousands of years and served some of 
history's greatest empires. 


itis believed Ramses Ill first began development on the port of Suakin in the 10th century 
BC, The area offered an ideal outlet to the Red Sea for both trade and exploration, During the 
medieval period, as Islam rose up and its followers spread through what is now Saudi Arabia, 
the port became a center for Africans making the pilgrimage to Mecca. 


Suakin evolved throughout the medieval period. It began as a small Beja settlement but quickly 


began to grow after the nearby port of Badi was abandoned. Both the Crusades and 
repeated Mongol invasions also worked in the city’s favor by driving trade into the region. 


This increased trade led to great wealth flooding into the area. Local legends tell of a king who 
operated out of the city. It is said he and his 360 wives lived in lavish quarters in the old part of 
town. The city soon became a rich, gated island port. It was a sight to behold, the buildings 
were made out of coral and decorated with detailed wood and stone carvings. 


The city's success led to some jealousy between it and its competitors. In 1264, the governor 
of Qus (an Egyptian city on the Nile) attacked Suakin, leading to the city's ruler, As-Asba'ani, 
fleeing. 


The Ottomans later moved into Suakin and added the port city to their empire in 1517. The 
city was largely allowed to govern itself, while the Ottomans restored the city’s mosques and 
strengthened its fortified walls. This turned out to be a poor investment. As Portuguese 
explorers perfected the sea route around Africa, local merchants began to abandon the town 
and it fell into decline. By the 18th and 19th centuries, much of the old town was in ruins. 


‘Suakin saw one last drive during the 19th century, when it became a hub for the slave trade 
from eastern Africa. This was short-lived, however, and as the slave trade diminished, so did 
Suakin. The British Empire spent some time in Suakin during the late 19th century, but 
ultimately decided the new Port Sudan would be a better site for their investment. 


By the 1920s, Suakin was falling apart. Shallow waters and dangerous coral meant that most 
trade had moved to Port Sudan. The city's once beautiful coral buildings were too expensive to 
maintain and fell into disrepair. Today, most of the old city is abandoned and serves only as a 
tourist site, In January 2018, Turkey was granted a 99-year lease on the city and the country 
plans to restore the city's ruined Ottoman port. 


Very little remains standing in the abandoned city of Suakin, an ancient Ottoman port ( 
Robnaw / Adobe Stock) 


6.Kayakoy: An Abandoned Greek Village in Turkey 
Perhaps the saddest entry on this list is Kayakoy in southwest Turkey. Once a bustling town 
home to 10,000 people, the town has been completely abandoned since 1922. 


Kayakoy's history goes back thousands of years. Originally known as Carmylessus in ancient 
Greek, its name was shortened to Lebessos and pronounced as Levissi in modern Greek. 


In late antiquity, the region around Kayakoy became Christian, and then Greek Orthodox after 
the East-West schism with the Catholic Church in 1054 AD. From the Ottoman conquest of the 
region in the 14th century until the early 20th century, the people of Kayakoy lived in relative 
harmony with their Muslim Ottoman neighbors. For centuries, the town was a thriving and 
harmonious community where people of different religions lived peacefully side by side. 


Sadly, this coexistence ended with the end of the Greco-Turkish War of 1919-1922, which 
culminated in the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923. The terms of the treaty were relatively 
simple: Greeks were to be expelled from Turkey and vice versa. This meant the historic town 
of Levissi became Karakoy, and its 6,000 Christian residents were forced to leave and 
abandon their homes. 


In total, the exchange uprooted 200,000 Greeks and 300,000 Turks who were forced to leave 
their homes and relocate to a country where they knew no one and were seen as outsiders. 
The Muslims who came from Greece decided not to move to Karakoy, seeing it as too remote. 


Over time, the once beautiful town began to fall into ruin, with an earthquake in 1957 adding 
insult to injury. While stil abandoned today, Karakoy has seen somewhat of a resurgence in 
recent times as a tourist attraction. 


The Turkish Ministry of Culture has given it museum status and the site is recognized by 
UNESCO. The release of Louis de Berniere's excellent Birds without Wings, which is set in 
the village during WWI and the population exchange has brought the ghost town international 
attention. 


The abandoned city of Karakoy, Turkey ( JackF / Adobe Stock) 


Conclusion 

Just because a town or city has been abandoned doesn't mean it isn't still important. These 
once-Ihriving places have much to teach us about those who came before us. Their histories 
have shaped the regions that surround them today. 


Thankfully in recent times, many countries have become much better at preserving their 
histories. Most of the sites on this list would have once been left to rot away until nothing was 
left. However, thanks to the hard work of organizations like UNESCO, today the opposite is 
true. 


These abandoned towns and cities have become important revenue makers for their home 
countries as tourist hotspots. Every year, thousands of tourists flood these areas to see their 
breathtaking views and take in their fascinating history. As they do so, they pay for the 
renovation and preservation of these once-thriving cities. 


Top Image: These abandoned cities from across the globe are the remnants of a different era. 
Pictured: Aerial view of Craco, Basilicata region of Italy. Source: Pavlo Glazkov / Adobe 
Stock 
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PETE WAGNER WROTE ON 27 JANUARY, 2023 - 


Interesting. The elevated sites are almost certainly all pre-lee Age constructions, 
back when those regions were lush, with sea level much higher, по! rocky 

barrens like now. You wouldn't do all that work in a locale that doesn't support 
farms/agriculture, and without a good, fresh-water source. The ones partially 
submerged would have been constructed (by Allantean era survivors) early in the Ice 
‘Age, say 100k to 40k BC, when seas were lower (bigger ice caps than now). 
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Pompeil is a 6th century BC Roman city frozen in time, preserved by the layers of ash that Pleasure in Ancient Pomp: 
spewed out from the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD. Although Pompeii was initially 

rediscovered at the end of the 16th century, it was only properly excavated in the 18th century. 
This was due to the fact that excavators were startled by the sexually explicit frescoes they 
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Ancient Pompeil was found almost completely intact and visitors can learn about the life of the 
Romans by traversing its streets and buildings. ( dudlajzov / Adobe Stock) 


When excavations resumed nearly two centuries later, archaeologists found a complete city 
almost entirely intact. Loaves of bread stil sat in the oven, bodies of men, women, children, 
and pets were found frozen in their last moments, fear stil etched onto their faces, and the 
remains of meals were found discarded on the pavement. The astounding discovery meant 
that researchers could piece together exactly what Ме was like for the Romans of ancient 
Pompeii: the food they ate, the jobs they performed, the houses they lived in, and of course, 
the activities they engaged in for pleasure. 
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Throughout ancient Pompeii, the bodies of Roman citizens lay preserved in the positions in 
which they died. ( BlackMac / Adobe Stock) 


Discovering the Carnal Pleasures of the Romans in Ancient Pompeii 
Excavators unearthed evidence of numerous brothels in the ancient city of Pompeii, as 
determined by the discovery of both erotic frescoes and graffiti adorning the walls of buildings 
containing several rooms with stone beds. The phallus was a very common decoration for 
good luck in Pompeii and it was painted in the houses, streets, and shops. 
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it Brothel Coins of Pompeii Show What's on The Menu 


+ Paying for Services: 


One of the famous brothels in ancient Pompeii was called the Lupanare (Latin for wolf's den). 
Now a UNESCO World Heritage Site, this was a two-story building built just years before the 
destruction of Pompeii. Believed to be the only purpose-built brothel in Pompeii 

the Lupanare had ten rooms and a latrine under the stairs. 


Each of the ten rooms had a stone bed covered with a mattress where a prostitute would 
entertain her clients. Another famous feature of the Lupanare is its erotic wall paintings. Each 
of the paintings depicts a different position for sexual intercourse , and these are believed to 
have served as an adverlising board for the various specialties that were on offer. 
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The Lupanare of ancient Pompeii was a brothel, believed to be the only purpose-built brothel 
in the city. (General Cucombre / CC BY 2.0) 


Despite the erotic nature of these images, it has been suggested that they were merely an 
idealized version of sex. To regard them as a representation of the actual transaction would 
be tantamount to regarding contemporary pornography as the real thing. Thus, ithas been 
postulated that the lives of the prostitutes at the Lupanare was far grimmer than the erotic 
images suggest. 


‘The chambers where the prostitutes worked were windowless, cramped, and uncomfortable 
places separated from the anteroom only by curtains. Furthermore, it has been suggested that 
most of the prostitutes in Pompeii were slaves of Oriental or Greek origin. As they were 
involved in the slave trade and not trained in ather professions, it seems that these women had 
no real alternatives for work. In the CBC program The Nature of Things , Dr. Kelly Olson, a 
professor of classical studies, visits the Lupanare and claims “i's not a very nice place to 
work.” 


A stone bed in the Lupanare, one of the brothels in ancient Pompeii. (Carole Raddato / СС BY- 
SA20) 


Their clients, however, seem to have had a better time at the brothels, as demonstrated by 
the graffiti that they left behind. There are over 100 inscriptions on the walls of the Lupanare. 
Опе inscription, for instance, runs simply as such: “I screwed a lot of girls here." 


Another inscription even records the date that the person visited the Lupanare, "On June 15th, 
Hermeros screwed here with Phileterus and Caphisus." The wealthier members of society 
generally did not visit brothels, as they were able to afford mistresses or slave concubines. 
Thus, it is more likely that those who frequented the brothels of Pompeii and left the graffiti 
behind were ordinary Romans. 


Interestingly, the clients of the Lupanare also left notes on the wall that allowed archaeologists 
to work out the prices of the services provided there. It seems that two loafs of bread and half 
a liter of wine would enable a person to obtain the services of a prostitute. Needless to say, 
the fees were paid to the brothel owner, rather than the prostitutes themselves, Such is the 
life of a prostitute in a brothel of Pompei 


as far as the archaeology is able to tell из. 


The Lupanare was first excavated by Giuseppe Fiorelli їп 1862 and it was during this work that 
the archaeologists discovered the now almost 2,000-year-old erotic panels on the ground floor 
of the brothel. The frescos and other sexual objects created by ancient Romans and 

discovered in the ruined city have been the subject of much contention. The explicit frescos for 
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example were covered, and some claim that up until the 1960s only male visitors were allowed 
to view them for an additional fee. The ancient brothel was restored and opened to the public 
after an investment of $253,000. 


On the walls of the brothels in ancient Pompeii, as well as the changing rooms of the suburban 
baths of Pompei, are erotic frescos. It is not clear whether these were part of a promotional 
menu for services on offer or simply decorative. (Left: Public domain / Right : Public domain 


) 


Deemed as scandalous at the time of their excavation, many of the more erotic objects 
discovered in ancient Pompeii were removed and taken to the Naples National Archaeological 
Museum. They were placed in the Gabinetto Segreto (the so-called “Secret Cabinet"), which 
was founded by Frances I, the King of Naples, who decided that certain explicit images were to 
be seen only by "people of mature age and respected morals." It was only opened to the public 
їп 2000. 


These days, the restored Lupanare is open for tourists to explore and learn about 
prostitution in ancient Pompeii . According to the Daily Mail , several tourists have even 
tried to relive the sexual antics of the Romans, breaking into the brothel or the suburban baths 
“to fulfil their fantasies." 


Top image: Erotic fresco discovered in a brothel in ancient Pompeii, Source: Roman / Adobe 
Stock 
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WROTE ON 10 FEBRUARY, 2021 - 


Most of what I'm aware of about Pompeii comes from The History Channel. In the 
early 2000's; The History Channel produced, | believe 6 Documentary series 
pertaining to The History of Sex beginning with The Ancient World, ending with 
paintings & sculptures from Pompeii. 


History Channel followed up with this History of Sex; series dedicated to Pompeii in. 
fact | could probably find it on ytube right now as a matter of fact. 


What ат aware of is that there were plenty of place's centered in The Roman 
Empire, that paled in comparison, too Pompeii; such as well Corinth, for instance. 


| think the reason why Pompeii gets more attention is because of those art decors 
and places in Pompeii where people went to satisfy there lusts or some other form of 
entertainment. Caligula was the biggest Pro-prostitution Emperor of Rome, there are 
places throughout Rome where He was known too frequent and not just in Pompeii 


The Third Wife of Claudias was an Nymphomaniac she once held a contest with her 
ап The Best Prostitute in all of Rome, She won hands down No Question but, the 
Emperor Claudias stil had her executed a lame excuse she was conspiring to kill him 
and give the throne to someone else. 


He married Nero's mother who then turned around an murdered Him then placed her 
son Nero on the Throne, The Italian History version of Game of Thrones. 


Going back to those images seen in the Room's, on the Wall's, and places in Pompeii 
gives us a basic idea of what Ме was like in that Era before The people who made 
Pornpeii their Home were wiped out because of the eruption of that Volcano. 


| guess the history of Pompeii wil always fascinate people trying to psychologically or 
‘Sociologically explain why things happened in the manner that people did but, too me 
Pompeii is plenty of an explanation all on it's own what more is there too know. 


Alright this is all | have to share with Everyone, во until next time, Goodbye! 


‘PAULINA 1983 WROTE ON 21 MARCH, 2020 
Great article thanks for sharing with us your knowledge. Pompeii truly exceptional 
place with amazing history. 


‘SUSAN DAVIS WROTE ON 2 MAY, 2017 -20:38 
as а sex worker, i would like to add some insight about certain aspects and 
assumptions about the lives of prostitutes in pompeii.....the lived experience of 
modern sex workers can often shed light on ancient sex working conditions...our 
work is the same in many ways as it was then and as such gives us a unique ability to 
interpret certain aspects of brothel life in ancient times 


the paintings on the walls are assumed to depict services on offer, ike a menu. this 
could be true but in modern brothels and in other time frames, these pictures were 
meant to tantalize and excite...ike pornography. it could be they were meant to get 
clients into the mood, 


also, the assumption of slavery based on the brothel keeper collecting the fees may 
not be entirely correct. is a tradition for the brothel keeper to collect the fees for the 
sake of security. clients will sometimes try to steal the fee back so the third party 
holds it in a secure location until the worker gets paid out at the end of their work 

day. 


also, some women who wanted to better their lives and the lives of their families may 
have engaged in sex work vilingly...a higher paying job, guaranteed іпсоте/ 
food....these may have been appealing to someone who was of a lower status and 
needed better pay to survive. 


and finally, think it's clear from the graffiti that there were not only female sex 
Workers but male as well....so the assumption of slave women from asia and greece 
is not entirely correct excluding those of other gender identities and who surely 
existed during that time. 


it people would like to discuss this further with people who have lived experience, i 
am ready and wiling to add my extensive experience to the effort to decipher these 
artifacts and places 


RELATED ARTICLES ON ANCIENT-ORIGINS 


T SEPTEMBER, 2022. 14/53 SAHIR за JULY, 2022 - 18:56 NATHAN FALDE 


The Chinese May have Been 
First to Use Synthetic Skin- 
whitening Cosmetics 

A new study suggests that the Chinese may 
have been the first to use synthetic skin- 
whitening makeup and were making it before 
the Greeks and Romans. Bronze jars 
excavated from an elite tomb in 
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Rare Batavian Calvary Mask 
Worn in Revolt Against The 
Romans Found 

Archaeologists excavating an ancient Roman 
site near the German city of Krefeld, just a 
few miles west of the Rhine, uncovered а 
rare Batavian mask, face-fited for the elite 
Batavian cavalrymen, 
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Illustrious Post-Macedon Illyria 
and the Roman Illyrian Wars 
The legendary and ilustrious tribal kingdoms 
of llyria were located in current-day Albania 
and Montenegro, just across the Adriatic 
from Italy. The Шупап world was also an 
important strategic. 


25 MAY, 2022 -00:03 SAMIR 
Over 100 Indigenous 
Settlements North of Hadrian's 
Wall Discovered 

Northern Britain, а fluctuating frontier area 
during the Roman occupation of Britain (43- 
410 AD), represented a tussle between Iron 
Age communities and the centralizing 
authority and power of the. 


READ MORE 
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Stonehenge’s Bluestone Tracks 
Discovered Beneath Roman 
Road 

An Oxford University archaeologist exploring 
the Welsh countryside has discovered an 
ancient Roman road in Wales. He believes it 
might be the lost route upon which the 
bluestones were transported to. 


READ MORE 
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24 may, 2022-2257 AHIR 
Legendary Christian Martyrs 
Chrysanthus and Daria Proved 
To Be Real 

Legend has it that the now Christian saints 
Chrysanthus and Daria, who lived in the third 
century AD, converted thousands of fellow 
Romans to the Christian faith. This resulted 
in their arrest and. 
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The Origin of Music 
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The origin of music itself is very difficult to determine because in all probability, it is likely to 
have begun with singing and clapping or beating the hands on different surfaces, for which 
there is no of course no archaeological record. 


However, between at least 60,000 and 30,000 years ago, ancient humans experienced a type 
of ‘cultural explosion’ — they started creating art in the form of paintings on cave walls, jewellery 
and ornaments, and to bury their dead ceremonially. If we assume that these new forms of 
behaviour reflect the emergence of intentionality, then music as we know it must also have 
emerged at least during this period. 


Evolutionary scientists believe that a musical culture would have helped prehistoric human 
species to survive because the music coordinates emotions, helps important messages to be 
communicated, motivates people to identify with a group, and motivates individuals to support 
other group members. 


Oldest musical instrument 


The oldest musical instrument ever discovered is believed to be the Divje Babe flute, 
discovered in a cave in Slovenia in 1995, though this has been disputed. The item is a 
fragment of the femur of a cave bear, which has been dated at 60,000-43,000 years old, which 
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had been plerced with spaced holes. Scientists who could not accept the possibility that 
Neanderthals were playing music rejected the claim and said that the perfectly spaced and 
neatly carved holes are in fact the result of the bone fragment having been chewed by ап 
animal. However, a general consensus that the Divje Babe flute is actually a musical 
instrument has been growing as the view of the Neanderthals from subhuman brutes to more 
sophisticated humans is changing 


In 2008, another discovery was made ~ a bone flute in the Hohle Fels cave near Uim in 
Germany dating back 43,000 years. The five-holed flute has a V-shaped mouthpiece and is 
made from a vulture wing bone. It was one of several similar instruments found in the area, 
with others dating back to 35,000 years ago and made from mammoth ivory. The mammoth- 
ivory flutes would have been especially challenging to make. Using only stone tools, the flute 
maker would have had to split a section of curved ivory along its natural grain. The two halves 
would then have been hollowed out, carved, and fitted together with an airtight seal 


The cave їп southern Germany contains early evidence for the occupation of Europe by Homo 
sapiens and on announcing the discovery, scientists suggested that the "finds demonstrate the 
presence of a well-established musical tradition at the time when modern humans colonized 
Europe". They suggested that music may have helped to maintain bonds between larger 
groups of humans, and that this may have helped the species to expand both in numbers and 
in geographical range. 


Those who have rejected the finding of the Divje Babe flute have claimed that music played a 
role in the maintenance of larger social networks which may have given modern humans the 
ейде over the Neanderthals. However, looking at the images of the Dibje Babe flute, which 
dates back to the time of the Neanderthals, it seems quite ridiculous to assume that it was 
made by the tooth holes of carnivores. 
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Well no, It has been played in Werner Herzog's Cave of Forgotten Dreams 
documentary. I's on Netflix at the moment. 
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| agree with the point made in the article about this not being a musical instrument. 
There is no way this thing could have produced any music. The holes are on both 


sides making it impossible to play. 
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Would be nice to have included in the article the actual flute sound, some how. 


Otherwise great article. 
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In our society today we are often surprised and impressed by the advancement of technology 
and engineering, a major characteristic of our civilisation. However if we look back more than 
2,000 years ago, we can find mechanical marvels and incredible feats of engineering that were 
ahead of their time. Many became lost to the pages of history, only to become reinvented just. 
a few centuries ago. This includes the first modern of the steam engine. 


Heron Alexandrinus, or Hero of Alexandria as he was often known, 
was a Greek Бот in 10AD in Alexandria, now part of Egypt, and 
the second largest city after Cairo. Little Is known about the Ме of 
Heron, however, we are aware that he was born to Greek parents 
that migrated to Alexandria after the conquest of Alexander the 

Great. Heron was a mathematician and an engineer considered to be one of the greatest 

inventors of ancient times. 


During the era in which Heron lived, the great Library of Alexandria was in its glory and Heron 
is believed to have taught at the Museum of Alexandria, a place for scientists and scholars to 
meet and discuss, 
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What very few people know, thanks to the omission of 
important facts from our history books, is that Heron 
was the first inventor of the steam engine , a steam 
powered device that was called aeolipile or the ‘Heron 
engine’. The name comes from the greek word "Alolos 


who was the Greek God of the winds. 


Although a few others have talked about devices similar to aeoliplles before Heron, Heron was 
the first one to describe them in detail and give instructions for manufacturing them in his book 
Pneumatica, where more than 78 devices are described. Many of Heron's ideas were 
extensions and improvements of anather Greek inventor who lived in Alexandria 300 years 
before him, known as Ktesibios, the first to write about the science of compressed air. 


But what is an aeolipile? It is a sphere that is positioned in such a way that it can rotate around 
its axis. Nozzles that are opposite to each other would expel steam and both of the nozzles 
would generate a combined thrust resulting in torque, causing the sphere to spin around its 
axis. The rotation force speeds up the sphere up to the point where the resistance from 
traction and air brings it to a stable rotation speed. The second video at the end of this article 
demonstrates how it works. 


The steam was created by boiling water either inside the sphere or under it, as seen in the 
image. If the boiler is under the sphere, then it is connected to the rotating sphere through а 
pair of pipes that at the same lime serve as pivots for the sphere. The replica of Heron's 
machine could rotate at 1,500 rounds per minute with a very low pressure of 1.8 pounds per 
square inch. 
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under a cauldron, A B, (fig. 50), containing water, and covered at the mouth 


by the lid C D; with this the bent tube E F G communicates, the extremity of 
the tube being fitted into a hollow ball, Н K. Opposite to the extremity G place 


a pivot, L M, resting on the lid C D; and let the ball contain two bent pipes, 


communicating with it at the opposite extremities of a diameter, and bent in 
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s hot it will be found that the st 


‘eam, entering the ball 


through E F G, passes out through the bent tubes towards the lid, and causes 
the ball to revalve, as in the case of the dancing figures. 


Heron, Pneumatica 99 


This invention was forgotten and never used properly until 1577, when the steam engine was 
re-invented by the philosopher, astronomer and engineer, Taqu al-Din. But he basically 
described the same device as Heron, a method for rotating a spit by using jets streams on the 
periphery of a wheel 


Reconstruction of one of many "automata" of Heron ( Source) 


Another invention of Heron was the ‘wind wheel’, a wind-driven wheel that was used to power a 
machine that was connected to a pipe organ. He also invented the first vending machine, 
automatic opening doors, ' miraculous’ movements and sounds in temples, a fire engine, a 
standalone fountain, and many of the mechanisms of the Greek theatre. One of his theatrical 
mechanical inventions included a completely mechanical robotic theatrical play by using а 
binary system of knots and ropes and simple machines, even creating artificial sounds of 
thunder, pumps and concentration of light to specific parts of the performance. His works 
include descriptions of machines working on air, steam or water pressure, architectural devices 
for lifting heavy objects, methods of calculating surfaces and volumes — including a method of 
calculating the square root, war machines, and manipulation of light using reflection and 
mirrors. 


Animated Image by P. Hausladen, RS Vöhringen 


itis clear that Heron was a genius with knowledge that was incredibly advanced for the time. 
Unfortunately, most of his original writings have been lost, with just a few surviving in Arabic 
Manuscripts. Who knows how many more incredible inventions were documented by Heron 
more than 2,000 years ago. 
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